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International Universities,

Textbook ScreeningProposed

Establishment of international uni

versities in Europe and creation of an

international commission to eliminate

nationalist prejudice and bias from

history textbooks were proposed by
delegates to the first World Conference

on Comparative Education, held in

Germany in April. The convention,

concerned with common world educa

tion problems, gave particular atten

tion to the needs of educational recon

struction in Germany.

A minimum of three institutions to

be supported by nations of the world

was urged by the 200 educators from 12

Western European countries meeting

at Rasthaus on Chiem See.

Christian Paulmann, education min

ister for Bremen, revealed that the

site has been chosen and actual plans

laid for the first international univer

sity. To be located in Bremen, the in

stitution will occupy a plant now used

by the United States Army ofOccupa
tion and will not be in operation for

another year. Bremen has allocated

300,000 marks and pledged partial

support for maintenance of the uni

versity, with full expenses to be pro

vided by foundations and voluntary

groups.

Aid to Peace and Unity

The educators conceived the estab

lishment of the international insti

tutions as an aid to democratic unity

and world peace. Professors and stu

dents would be drawn from the upper

two classes of existing
undergraduate

colleges in Europe and the United

States. It is hoped that participation

in the new universities would come to

be regarded as the highest academic

honor attainable by professors and stu

dents.

A core of subjects of common inter

est to all countries would constitute

curricula international law and traf

fic, communication, financial, cultural

and economic problems.

German educators were particularly

[Continued on page 7]

Department of State Reviews American Efforts

To Establish Cultural Exchange with USSR

Efforts to implement cultural ex

change between the United States and

the Soviet Union have been increas

ingly opposed and blocked by the

USSR, according to a survey released

in April by the Department of State.

"Whether U.S. efforts were aimed at

establishing an exchange of students,

professors, and artists, or books, re

search findings, and films, the re

sults were the same. The uncoopera

tive attitude, the lack of interest, the

interminable delay or absence of replies

by the Soviet Government thwarted

American attempts at establishing

cultural relations between the two

wartime Allies. Furthermore, since the

middle of 1947 the Soviet Government

has embarked upon a campaign to

place every sort of legal obstacle

(backed by threat of heavy punish

ment) in the way of contacts between

the Russian people and foreigners and

to instill in the Russian people the belief

Charter of Delta of Ohio

... is found just before celebration of

golden anniversary. Inspecting it are

Paul V. Kreider, who retired on May 4

as president of the Cincinnati chapter,

and Patricia Blasdel, recent Cincinnati

initiate. [For story, see page 3.]

that cultural relations with Americans

and other outsiders carry a threat to

the well-being of the Soviet

states the survey.

A brief review ofAmerican technical

and material aid to the Soviet Union,
exclusive ofLend-Lease, is given, and a

detailed account is rendered of Ameri

can efforts since 1943 to facilitate cul

tural exchange of persons and publica

tions with the Soviet Union. The offers

of the University of Texas, Amherst

College, and Columbia University to

provide tuition scholarships for Russian

students, the request of the American

Council of Learned Societies to send

ten or twelve professors and research

workers to theUSSR, the invitations of

Princeton University and the Massa

chusetts Institute of Technology to

initiate exchange ofscientific personnel,

the invitation of Cornell University
for four Soviet students to do graduate

work and teach Russian, in addition to

numerous overtures for exchange by
private citizens as well as by the

United States Government officially,

are described in the survey as having
been treated by the USSR with silence,

incomplete response, or evasion. Simi

lar attempts by music, dance, and art

groups are shown to have failed.

Soviet Policy

The pamphlet outlines the evolving

of Soviet policy on cultural exchange

from one of passivity to active rejection

of the principle of cultural exchange.

A few Americans have been granted

entrance to the Soviet Union in recent

years, but their number is negligible

in comparison to the large number

refused. The survey states:

"Despite the postwar efforts of the

United States Government to widen

the channels of cultural interchange,
the Soviet Government persistently
pursued an obdurate policy. First the

resistance was of a passive nature,

delayed replies, incomplete replies,

[Continued on page 2]

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



[2] THE KEY REPORTER Summer, 1949

Directors Elect 16 Members

of Phi Beta Kappa Associates

The Board of Directors of the Phi

Beta Kappa Associates has recently
elected 16 new Regular Members of

the Associates, according to an an

nouncement made by Thomas C.

Desmond, president. Those chosen are:
Homer Price Rainey, of Columbia,

Missouri, Phi Beta Kappa University
of Texas, president of Stephens Col

lege, formerly president of the Uni

versity of Texas.

Sylvia Field Porter, of New York,
New York, Phi Beta Kappa Hunter

College, financial editor and columnist

of the New York Post, authority on

United States government finance.

John Calvin Naylor, of Webster

Groves, Missouri, Phi Beta Kappa

University ofMissouri, business execu

tive, vice-president of Pet Milk Com

pany, author, lecturer on accounting

and financial subjects.

Clarence Belden Randall, of Win-

netka, Illinois, Phi Beta Kappa Har

vard University, president of Inland

Steel Company, trustee of the Uni

versity of Chicago and Wellesley Col

lege.

Stellanova Osborn, of Poulan, Worth

County, Georgia, Phi Beta Kappa Uni

versity of Michigan, poet, author of

Eighty and On and A Tale of Possum

Poke in Possum Lane, co-author of

several works with Chase S. Osborn,

including
Schoolcraft-Longfellow-Hia-

Thomas Clark Pollock, of New York,
New York, Phi Beta Kappa Ohio State

University, professor of English and

dean of theWashington Square College

of Arts and Science, New York Uni

versity.

Marvin Pierce, of Rye, New York,

Phi Beta Kappa Miami University,
corporation official, president ofMcCall

Corporation.

Iva Lowther Peters, of Fishkill, New

York, Phi Beta Kappa Syracuse Uni

versity, specialist in personal and
voca

tional rehabilitation work with adults,

the problems of old age, and the occu

pational status of women.

Albert Gordon Redpath, ofNew York,
New York, Phi Beta Kappa Columbia

University, banker, partner in the firm

of Auchinloss, Parker and Redpath,
president of the Columbia chapter of

Phi Beta Kappa.

Grace Lee Nute, of Saint Paul, Min

nesota, Phi Beta Kappa Smith College,

educator, author, professor of Minne

sota history, Hamline University.

Frederic Austin Ogg, of Madison,

Wisconsin, Phi Beta Kappa DePauw

University, author, editor, emeritus

professor of political science, Uni

versity of Wisconsin, editor of Ameri

can Political Science Review.

Mina S. Rees, of Alexandria, Vir

ginia, Phi Beta Kappa Hunter College,

mathematician, head of the Mathe

matics Section, Office of Naval Re

search, member of the Hunter College

faculty, 1926-1943.

Abit Nix, of Athens, Georgia, Phi

Beta Kappa University of Georgia,
member of the law firm of Erwin, Nix

& Birchmore.

Frederick William Pickard, ofGreen

ville, Delaware, Phi Beta Kappa

Bowdoin College, director of E. I. du

Pont de Nemours & Company, trustee

of Bowdoin College.

Edward Grosvenor Plowman, of Pitts

burgh, Pennsylvania, Phi Beta Kappa

Dartmouth College, vice-president in

charge of traffic, United States Steel

Corporation of Delaware.

Alva Washington Plyler, of Greens

boro, North Carolina, Phi Beta Kappa

Duke University, clergyman, editor of

the North Carolina Christian Advocate

from 1921-1946.

During recent months Eugene Meyer,
Lincoln Filene, John M. Hancock,
Charles A. Tonsor, Owen D. Young,
Joseph E. Goodbar, Arthur T. Vander

bilt, and Edgar B. Stern have trans

ferred from Regular to Life Member

ship in the Associates.

The K[ey Reporter

Published quarterly by the United Chapters of Phi Beta
Kappa at the Rumford Press, Concord. N. H. Edi
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theWriter aidlnot necessarily those of the United Chapers of Phi Beta Kappa. Advertising rates upon
ap-

ph^on. sXcription, 20 cents a year. $1.00 for five
years. Entered as second-classmatter at the post office at

Concord, N. H., December 10, 1935, under act of
March 3, 1879.

,, Editor
Hal March

Bennett A. Cerf ^
Armour Craig I

Book Committu
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Eric F. Goldman /
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Desmond Succeeds Graves

Thomas C. Desmond, New York

state senator and president of the

Phi Beta Kappa Associates, has

succeeded Frank P. Graves as a

member of the Phi Beta Kappa Sen

ate. Dr. Graves, whose resignation

was forced by ill health, had been a

senator since 1928 and served as

president of the United Chapters

from 1937-1940. New York state

commissioner of education from

1921-1940, Dr. Graves entered Al

bany Law School after his retirement

and in 1943 received his law degree

at the age of 74.

Action on Dr.
Graves'

resignation

and Mr. Desmond's election was

taken by mail vote of the senators

in April.

Soviet [Continuedfrom page 1]

failures to reply. Then after the sum

mer of 1947, rejections became more

definite, based upon positive although

specious reasons such as overcrowded

housing conditions and psychological

fears allegedly incited by the U.S.

Alien Registration Act. Finally, in

1948, the Soviet Government took the

open position of refusal to participate

in cultural interchange with the United

States because of suspicions that

American motives behind the program

were aimed at undermining Soviet

security.

"Concomitant with the increasingly
vehement opposition to cultural inter

change has been the increasing empha
sis upon Soviet priorities and Soviet

superiority in the realm of the arts and

sciences. The mounting tight control

exercised over Soviet artists and scien

tists, and the increasing attack upon

those who maintained contacts with

fellow specialists in the free world have

also poisoned the atmosphere and in

hibited Soviet
intellectuals."

;> Address Changes !;
! | In notifying Phi Beta Kappa of a !

',', change of residence, members are '>',

!; reminded that, whenever they are <!

!; not able to indicate this change on '!
!; a Key Reporter wrapper, they !|

![ should send not only their new ad-
*

J dress but the one to which their

Phi Beta Kappa mail was previ-

Jj onsly sent. This information should '',
be directed to Phi Beta Kappa, 415
First Avenue, New York 10, New
York.

####**###*###########^
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>
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Council Announces Results

ofCollege Admissions Study
The American Council on Education

has recently announced the results of

a college admissions study made by
an ACE committee headed by Floyd

W. Reeves, professor of administration

at the University of Chicago. Basic

data for the study was gathered by
Elmo Roper and financing was by
grant from the Anti-Defamation League

and the Vocational Service Bureau of

B'nai B'rith.

The results of the survey do not

substantiate the charges frequently
made of the extent to which college

admissions committees practice re

ligious discrimination. That there is

some religious discrimination is ade

quately borne out by the study.
The survey was undertaken to ascer

tain the facts which determine accept

ance or rejection of college applications

and to investigate the current demand

for college education. In May 1947Mr.

Roper's public opinion organization

interviewed 15,000 high school stu

dents selected at random from 255

high schools to learn their desires and

plans for college application. The fol

lowing autumn each applicant was in

terviewed again to discover the results

of his attempts to enter college.

Catholics Fare Worst

Statistically, Catholic students fared

worst as applicants, with 81 per cent

being admitted. Of the Jewish students
87 per cent were admitted, and 88 per

cent of the Protestants.

However, only 67 per cent of the

Jewish students were accepted by the

college of their first choice, as compared

with 71 per cent of the Catholics and

82 per cent of the Protestants.

Chances of acceptance were shown

to be better for girls than boys and for

students living in other sections of the

country than the Northeast. Superior

students (those in the first quintile of

their classes) were 92 per cent success

ful in gaining admission. Private non-

sectarian, coeducational institutions

with enrollment over 1,050 were favored

by applicants.

More Jewish Applications

The ACE stated, "Evidently Jewish

applicants were nearly as successful as

Protestants and more so than Cath

olics in gaining
admission to some

college, and this despite the fact that

68 per cent of all Jewish high school

seniors made application, as compared

with a national average of 35 per cent,

and that they predominantly lived in

the Northeast where getting into col

lege was hardest for everybody. Their

success is clearly to be explained by
their determination as expressed by
their outstandingly high average num

ber of applications, 2.2 per individual.

But this determination, while it got

Jewish students into some college, did

not get them into those they pre

ferred. ... As a matter of fact the

study, by complex analysis, is able to

identify the type of institution most

resistant to applications from Jewish

students. This is the
|

privately-con

trolled college not located in the home

town of the applicant, especially the

small northeastern college for men or

women only. Another striking and

particularly disturbing finding is that
the Jewish applicants who have the

hardest sledding are those who offer

what in the national sample as a whole

makes for high acceptability: those

from the first high school quintile, who

are children of college-bred professional

men or
executives."

iii

Delta of Ohio Celebrates

Golden Anniversary in May
Lost for years, the original charter

establishing the Phi Beta Kappa chap
ter at the University of Cincinnati, the
Delta ofOhio, was found almost on the

eve of a celebration marking its issu

ance 50 years ago.

The golden anniversary celebration

was a dinner for active and alumni

members of the Cincinnati chapter on

May 4, when Allan Nevins, DeWitt

Clinton professor of American history,
Columbia University, spoke on "Fifty
Years of

It."

The charter turned up during a

housecleaning of the university's ob

servatory, located in suburban Mt.

Lookout, about eight miles from the

campus. It was discovered there by
Paul Herget, director of the observa

tory, who wasn't sure just what the

charter was doing at the observatory.

However, listed among those who peti

tioned for a chapter at Cincinnati is

Jermain G. Porter, director of the ob

servatory when the charter was issued.

Dr. Porter's name is carried on the

document, as are the names of other

distinguished Cincinnatians, all mem

bers of Phi Beta Kappa at other col

leges who petitioned for the chapter.

Japan Association Hears

Raymond Walters in Tokyo

Phi Beta KappaAssociation ofJapan

heard an address by RaymondWalters,

president of the University of Cin

cinnati and Phi Beta Kappa senator, in

March. President Walters returned in

April from Japan where he spent three

months as adviser to the Education

Division, Civil Information and Edu

cation Section, General Headquarters.

Speaking on liberal education as the

foundation for citizenship, President

Walters stressed the role which liberal

education can play in developing pub

lic-spirited citizens of broad interests

and the significance of that role in

Japan today.

President Walters, whose trip was

also sponsored by the Japanese Minis

try of Education, lectured during his

stay in Japan on university adminis

tration and teaching at conferences of

140 Japanese universities in Tokyo,

Kyoto, Osaka, andHiroshima. Changes

in the Japanese university system have

resulted: a four-year curriculum has

been substituted for the three-year

German system previously followed, a

general education program including
the physical and social sciences and

the humanities, has been instituted,
and a student guidance program headed

by deans of men and women has been

organized. President Walters also had

interviews with Douglas MacArthur

and Hirohito.

The Tokyo group, which meets

monthly, has an active membership of

approximately 50 half of whom are

personnel in the occupation forces, the

other half Japanese residents.

Emerson Chapin, American secre

tary of the group, in writing to the

United Chapters of the Japan Associa

tion's activities, said, "The growing
interest which is being shown in the

group's activities is a tribute particu

larly to Lt. Col. Hubert G. Schenck,
chief of the Natural Resources Section,
GHQ, who fostered the reorganization

in 1946, and to Mr. Yoshio Ichikawa,
manager of the Foreign Department of

the Oji Paper Company, a driving
force in the pre-war Phi Beta Kappa

group in Tokyo. Mr. Ichikawa pre

served through the war years the rec

ords which made it possible to recon

stitute the group. This subjected him

to considerable hazard from the Jap
anese police, who were not exactly
sure what Phi Beta Kappa was, but

entertained strong suspicions about
it."
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A Poetic Achievement

Collected Poems of William Emp-

son. New York: Harcourt, Brace. $2.50.

It is almost inevitable that a review

ofWilliam Empson's poetry appearing
within a few months of publication

should begin with a confession an

admission that the re-

By viewer has not waited to

Marc master these poems be-

Friedlaender fore venturing to write of

them; for particular poems

he has not waited even for primary

understanding. Admissions of this sort,

however, too often suggest that the

obscurity or difficulty is a fault and

that the burden of the fault is upon the

poet. Here there must be no doubt. In

Mr. Empson's
"evasive"

and
"clotted"

poems there is not a line of willful ob

scurity, nor a line whose difficulty is

attributable to idiosyncrasy of vocab

ulary or structure. His position is un

equivocal here: "It seems to me that

there has been an unfortunate sugges

tion ofwriting for a clique about a good

deal of recent
poetry."

The extensive

notes he supplies (despite serious mis

givings) for his own poems confirm his

opposition to obscurantism, his humil

ity. This is a poet who writes, "It is

impertinent to expect hard work from

the reader merely because you have

failed to show what you were compar

ing to
what."

Mr. Empson's aim is to illumine, his

linguistic resources are unexampled,

and his notes are always helpful. And

yet, though it is possible to overempha

size it, the hardness and the difficulty
remain. The fault is not the poet's.

Partly the difficulty is the fault of all

of us and none of us: "There is no

longer a reasonably small field which

may be taken as general
knowledge."

Community between artist and audi

ence no longer exists where there is no

common store.

Partly the difficulty arises from the

good and ill luck that these poems are

distillation from one of the most wide-

ranging and subtle minds of our time.

Mr. Empson, mathematician and mys

tic, is at home in "non-Euclidian

space"

["Letter
V,"

note]; he is the

first of our poets to live in such terms of

familiarity with the new science that

he can use the protection of the "wide

Heaviside
layer"

["Doctrinal Point"]

or arrive at his moral through "allego

rising
Eddington"

["Letter
IV,"

note].

But Anita Loos and Argentina and

Douglas Fairbanks and Mrs. Eddy are

also here. (Comparison with the mathe

matician-poet who created the world of

Alice is perhaps inescapable but only

superficially rewarding.) Mr. Empson,
out of his prodigious knowledge of

literature and out of his absorption in

metaphor, is also in his time the

acknowledged first reader of the poem

as poem, the kind of reader for whom

Mr. Empson must write.

Partly the difficulty stems from Mr.

Empson's conception of the nature

and function of poetry:

The poles define the surface and it rolls

Between their warring virtues; the spry arts

Can keep a steady hold on the controls

By seeming to evade.

"Your Teeth Are Ivory
Towers"

This kind of poetry does not employ
the "direct

yell"

which would allow

"no scope for trickwork":

He who tries

Talk must always plot and then sustain,

Talk to himself until the star replies . . .

"Your Teeth Are Ivory
Towers"

He is more congenial with Yeats who

. . . does not send

Any advice so far below.

"Autumn on
Nan-Yueh"

than with the poets who think that

"things have got to
tend"

["Just a

Smack at Auden"]. He employs rather

the ambiguities and the exactness of

the metaphor (including the pun), not
alone because he believes the poet

must, but because for a mind like

Empson's all certainties are too easy

and too false. The complexity, rela

tivity, and indeterminacy of truth are

deeply felt.

Yet Mr. Empson is not a poet with

out beliefs. He would choose anarchy

and uncertainty rather than some of

the forms of order and certainty that

are promised us. He is without despair,
although he realizes that "verse likes
despair"

["Success"]; but his serenity

and detachment, for which he is called

sage, derive not from the absence of

passion, of fear and terror, but from its

control.

The fifty-four poems in this volume,

all that he has published, are among the

most solidly won achievements in the

arts of this century. The revelations

they offer do not wait upon the defini

tive reading; rather their delight lies in

their power eternally to invite and

evade.

Marc Friedlaender, Shakespearean authority,
is professor of English at the Woman's College,

University of North Carolina. For several years

he has been chairman of the annual Arts Forum

at Woman's College.

Recommended Reading

Philosophy, Religion and Education

Alain L. Locke

A Dreamer's Journey. By Morris R. Cohen.

Boston: Beacon. $4.

Though technically an autobiography, the story of the

triumphant unfolding of the life of reason in Morris Cohen

from a ghetto boyhood in Minsk through an American

adolescence at City College, an early manhood at Harvard to

a final pre-eminence as a philosopher and teacher of phi

losophy in City College and at large, is a unique philosophi

cal document, vindicating philosophy at its characteristic

best in a democratic American setting.

Studies in Philosophy and Science. By Morris

R. Cohen. New York: Henry Holt. $4.50.
A well-integrated collection of the best thinking of one of

America's outstanding philosophers, relating his contribu

tions in philosophy, the philosophy of science, and his phi

losophy of society and law.

Essays in Science and Philosophy. By Alfred

North Whitehead. New York: Philosophical

Library. $4.75.

For the layman, undoubtedly the best systematic con

densation of the many-sided philosophical genius of White

head. Fortunately, too, a selection acceptable to the profes

sional student.

These Also Beheve. By Charles S. Braden.

New York: Macmillan. $6.

Itself sub-titled correctly as "A Study ofModern Ameri

can Cults and Minority Religious
Movements,"

this ob

jective but not unsympathetic presentation of the ever

growing cult developments in American religious life de

serves the attention of all students of contemporary religion.

Literary History and Criticism

G. Armour Craig

The Letters of Edgar Allan Poe. Edited by
John Ward Ostrom. Cambridge; Harvard Uni

versity. $10.

The definitive edition of Poe's letters, with a check-list of

all his known or implied correspondence and bibliographical

notes. A work which noAmerican literature collection should

lack.

Critiques and Essays in Criticism 1920-1948.

Edited by Robert Wooster Stallman. New York;

Ronald Press. $5.

A collection of essay's representing what the textbooks are

already calling the "new
criticism."

The full bibliography of
"modern"

critical articles and books suggests the range of

the movement, and the essays themselves show its concern

with central problems of literary art.

Poets and Story-Tellers: A Book of Criti

cal Essays. By David Cecil. New York: Mac

millan. $4.

Although he discusses a variety of forms, Lord Cecil is at

his best on the novel and ranges here with great relish and

appreciation from Fanny Burney and Jane Austen to E. M.

Forster and Virginia Woolf.

T. S. Eliot: The Design of His Poetry. By
Elizabeth Drew. New York; Scribner's. $3.

The first comprehensive elucidation of the most influential

and perhaps the most difficult modern poet. The detailed

interpretations of particular poems are carried out in the

framework of a general analogy between certain key con

cepts of Jung and certain recurring symbols of the poetry.

This is certainly the best work on Eliot yet to appear.

History of Early Russian Literature. By
N. K. Gudzy. New York: Macmillan. $10.

A survey of Russian literature from the 11th to the 18th

century. Though it stops short of the period most familiar to

American readers, the study is an illuminating example of

contemporary Russian scholarship, which, at least in litera

ture, is surprisingly conservative.

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



Summer, 1949 THE KEY REPORTER [5]

Voyages to the Moon. By Marjorie Hope Nic

olson. New York; Macmillan. $4.

The literature of the lunar flight and coBmic voyage, from

Luctan to Superman, is here described with great charm and

learning. Professor Nicolson also shows the relation of these

theme* of
"sub-literature"

to the history of literature and

philosophy and thus expands our conception of both.

Theory of Literature. By Rene Wellek and

Austin Warren. New York; Harcourty Brace.

$4.50.

An immensely learned but lively answer to the question:

What does the professional student of literature do? The

answer is that he unites the functions of the aesthetician,

the critic, and the historian, and this study describes some

of the routes to this desirable union. On the basis of their

survey the authors in their last chapter take a critical look at

the study of literature in graduate school.

The Theory of American Literature. By
Howard Mumford Jones. Ithaca; Cornell Uni

versity. $2.75.

Mr. Jones surveys American literary scholarship and asks

for a concern with our literature wider than that which he

finds practiced by contemporary critics.

Pierre, or the Ambiguities. By Herman Mel

ville. Edited by Henry A. Murray. New York:

Hendricks House-Farrar% Straus. $5.

The third published volume of a project to re-editMelville

completely. As a professional psychologist the present editor

brings to bear some useful analysis upon this perplexing

novel.

Social Sciences

Eric F. Goldman

Their Finest Hour. By Winston Churchill.

Boston: Houghton Mifflin. $6.

The second volume of Churchill's magnificent account of

World War II, covering the last eight months of 1940 when

France fell, the RAF saved England, and the first glimmer of

success appeared in North Africa.

There's Freedom for the Brave. By Paul

McGuire. New York: William Morrow. $4.

An appeal for the restoration of a "moral
concensus"

among men as the solution to the problem of world order,

written with a sure sense of history, brilliant insight, and

compelling eloquence.

Trial and Error. The autobiography of Chaim

Weizmann. New York: Harper. $5.

At once an autobiography of rare discernment and charm

and the best existing account of the Zionist movement.

Upon This Continent. By Abel Plenn. New

York: Creative Age. $3.50.

A rich, exciting rewriting of the history of the United

States, presented by an adroit mingling of the author's com

mentary with actual historical
documents.

Natural Sciences

Kirtley F. Mather

Fear,War and the Bomb. By P. M. S. Blackett.

New York: Whittlesey. $3.50.

A very
"controversial"

book in which a top-flight British

physicist develops the astonishing thesis that a few dozen

atomic bombs "are likely to be of little military significance

if used for mass destruction in a war between two major

powers."

Even if one does not agree with Professor Blackett's

political ideas, it is quite worth while to read his critique of

the negotiations directed toward international control of

atomic weapons.

Ideological Differences and World Order,

Edited by F. S. C Northrop. New Haven: Yale

University. $4.50.

These studies in the philosophy and science of the world's

culture comprise twenty-one essays
that present a broad and

profound analysis of the ideological differences standing in

the way of progress
toward world order. Each of the authors

is well-qualified to treat the culture upon which he writes.

For all persons whq have confidence in the processes
of edu

cation and persuasion, the information and ideas that they

present will prove both an inspiration and a directive for

action.

Nutrition and the Soil. By Lionel James

Picton. New York: Devin-Adair. $4.

Modern medical science is coming more and more to ac-
,

cept as its primary goal the prevention of ill-health rather

than the curing of disease. Dietetics is one of the most im

portant aspects of this modern campaign for health. In this

truly fascinating and highly informative book, one of the

outstanding English physicians of our time stresses the rela

tion between the soil in which crops are grown and the nutri

tive value of the food derived from those crops. Rich in

practical suggestions, it is a significant contribution to the

solution of the ever-present problems of human sustenance

and well-being.

Poetry, Drama, and the Fine Arts

Marc Friedlaender

Building forModern Man. Edited by Thomas

H. Creighton. Princeton: Princeton University.

$3.50.

A symposium participated in by the architects, planners,
and critics who attended a conference on "Planning Man's

Physical
Environment"

held in the unlikely
collegiate-

Gothic air of Princeton, and consisting of statements read at

the conference, of ex tempore remarks later reduced to writ

ing, and of statements prepared after the conference and

growing out of it. Animating the whole discussion, which

shows a wholesome blend of the theoretical and the practical

and which arrives at more of a synthesis than is usually

achieved on such occasions, is the view that the physiological

and psychological needs of man should determine the forms

in which architecture and planning find their aesthetic, that

architecture's function is to provide the means for the attain

ment of the objectiveswhich our knowledge and beliefs name

as socially desirable and humane, that good architecture and

planning involve the application of knowledge from all the

artB and sciences and thus peculiarly require wholeness of

vision. The more important statements are those of Henry
S. Churchill, Carlos Contreras, Siegfreid Giedion, Walter

Gropius, George Howe, and Roland A. Wank. Others mak

ing statements include Robert Moses, Richard Neutra, and

Frank Lloyd Wright. Strangely absent is Lewis Mumford,
who has said so much ofwhat is said here and towards whose

position and that of his master, Geddes, so many of the

participants seemed to be groping.

TheArt Museum in America. ByWalter Pach.

New York; Pantheon. $6.

The valuable core of this book is a history of the collecting
of art objects in the United States that reveals the author's

broad learning and experience in the field. His book makes

available for the first time in any single work authoritative

appraisals of the holdings ofAmerican collections representa

tive of the great schools and periods and of the several media.

The survey of the collections of all museums of consequence

with notes on the particularities of each is a general guide of

great usefulness. The sixty-two plates illustrate the range

and quality of the accumulated treasure. The approach is

conventional and the observations not very penetrating in

those sections which venture beyond history into the phi

losophy, implications, and influence of the museum.

The Clouds, Aigeltinger, Russia, and Other

Verse. By William Carlos Williams. Wells

College Press and Cummington Press. $5. The

Selected Poems of William Carlos Wil

liams. New York: New Directions. $1.50.

Two volumes of the shorter poems of one of our best

poets. The first is a splendidly printed limited edition of

6ixty-one recent lyrics, new in book form. The second, which

contains a perceptive essay of interpretation and appraisal

by Randall Jarrell, is a selection made principally from the

published volumes by Williams. Both reveal the character

istic sharp observations and the generous humanity applied

to teeming and various life that delight and enlighten.

American Folk Sculpture in Wood, Metal,
and Stone. By Jean Lipman. New York: Pan

theon. $7.50.

An altogether delightful account of the development of an

American idiom, relatively free of traditional art influences,

by the craftsman-sculptors of the 18th and 19th centuries,

written with enthusiasm and authority. Like the author's

earlier American Primitive Painting, this volume contains a
rich store of background material that should interest the

amateur or the scholar working in any part of the American

past. The 183 illustrations of ship figureheads, weathervanes,
cigar-store figures, circus wagons, decoys, and the like are

admirably chosen and well reproduced.

Rembrandt. By Jakob Rosenberg. Cambridge;

Harvard University. 2 vols.y $18.50.

A superb example of humanistic scholarship carried on for

more than twenty years and brought to splendid culmination

both in manner of expression and in the mechanics of presen

tation. The unorthodox method followed in the organization

of the text and in the arrangement of the plates provides

the opportunity for the consideration and analysis of each

work by itself and in rewarding relationship with other

works which presented comparable problems to the artist.

A sense of the range of the artist's mind and of his resources

is thus secured. Professor Rosenberg's point of view is catho

lic, his scholarship impeccable. The 281 plates, a few of

works by Rembrandt's contemporaries, are beautifully re

produced. The complete scholarly apparatus includes a

concordance of all the attributed paintings with indication

of Professor Rosenberg's judgment as to authenticity. A

rewarding book for the general reader, an essential book for

the specialist.

Parables for the Theatre. By Bertolt Brecht.
English version by Eric and Maja Bentley.

Minneapolis; University ojMinnesota. $3.50.

Two uncommonly interesting plays, The Good Woman of

Setzuan and The Caucasian Chalk Circle, here printed for the

first time in any language. Eric Bentley here undertakes to

demonstrate what he maintained so persuasively in The

Playwright as Thinker that Brecht is a major literary
figure of our time. Yet Brecht has been relatively unknown

in the United States. Only two of his plays have been pro

duced professionally here, and those by experimental groups
and for a limited audience. Bentley would show, however,
that Brecht writes for the theatre and that Brecht has much

to teach our theatre. He belongs to the non-realistic tradi

tion and seems to have been influenced by the Chinese thea
tre in more than choice of subject. Unlike most of the present

literary greats, he is of the Left. He writes with wit and

tenderness as well as power. Those interested in the modern

theatre have here available for study enough of Brecht's
recent work to allow appraisal and contemplation of his

meaning and methods.

WAR,

POLITICS,
and

INSANITY
By C. S. Bluemel, M.A., M.D.

Here the psychiatrist looks at the politician

and records his observations both for the

layman and the scholar.

"The author throws a penetrating Hght on the

psychiatry of
history."

Springfield Republican.

"A critical evaluation of
leadership."

The

Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science.

"Brilliant
psychiatricanalyses."

HartfordDaily
Courant.

"Written for the layman in simple
fashion."

Rhode Island Medical Journal.

$2.00 at your bookstore, orfrom

WORLD PRESS, INC.

1817 California St.

*BK

Denver 2, Colo.

415 First Avenue

New York 10, N. Y.

Please send illustrated order blank

showing the sizes of the S5. S6, and $7

keys, bars, and pin attachments to
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Phi Beta Kappa: Its Proper Function

To the Editor:

Dorothy Canfield Fisher has been good enough
to refer [The Key Reporter, Vol. XIII, No. 4]
to a communication ofmine previously published
in "They Say . . regarding an extension of

Phi Beta Kappa's somewhat limited function of

fostering scholarship to include many additional

activities that would logically flow from a broader

interpretation of that function.

We live in a world that is as far removed from

the relatively static one that saw the birth ofPhi

Beta Kappa as one could well imagine. We are

no longer a struggling, colonial people, but the

greatest world force seeking to protect the free

doms of the common man. We wrestle with

enormously complex internal and foreign prob

lems, on the successful solution of which the con
tinuation of our civilization depends. Realizing
this, it seems to be no longer adequate that our

membership should be content that "scholar
ship,"

narrowly interpreted, is not merely the

core ofour Society's purpose (as it ought logically
to be), but the whole apple.
Mrs. Fisher has cited, as an example of what

the present-day role of Phi Beta Kappa's schol

arship might be in many other fields, the brilliant
work done by Robert Hutchins, Borgese and

their able associates who have addressed them

selves with magnificent courage to the key prob
lem that has faced humanity since historical

times the problem of how to transfer govern

ment and human association from a provincial

to an international plane, so that the best in

civilization as we know it may be preserved and

projected with increasing effectiveness into the

future. It is perhaps significant that all ten of the

Chicago committee's members were also, if I am

notmistaken,members ofPhi Beta Kappa,which
gives us not only a legitimate pride in their

pioneer accomplishment, but indicates what Phi

Beta Kappa's members, if suitably organized,

might achieve in many other spheres.

It seems to me that the fundamental difficulty
in the way of a constructive reorientation of Phi

Beta Kappa is that its present organization tends

to result in apathy and a paralysis of initiative

that are inhibiting what should be a normal

development of its function.We need some "grass
roots"

action work that should take on a pro

gressively larger significance and scope as it ex

tends to our national scene.

There is no essential contradiction, as I see it,
between a deep interest in scholarship as gen

erally applied to the learning and literature of

the past, and in the compelling and absorbing

problems of our present age, which, full of

significance for the future, are either a threat or

an opportunity depending upon what our

thoughtful contemporaries do about them. We

ourselves stand on the shoulders of the past and

can only approach the problems of the future

by an intelligent application of its wisdom,

tempered by a common-sense utilization of the

experience of our own generation.

I would suggest that, as a start to a more dy
namic approach to its present-day responsibili

ties, our Society, instead of waiting for local

groups to organize, try to reverse the process by

stimulating their formation through direct ac

tion from headquarters. This would entail, first,
the compilation of lists, biennially or at frequent

intervals, of all members of Phi Beta Kappa at

home and abroad (for much good might come

from collaboration between our many members

who live in foreign countries), giving basic infor

mation regarding their residence, college, class,

and profession, and if possible such data about

They Say . . .

their activities and chief interests as they might

care to supply. Such lists would of course be ar

ranged geographically as well as alphabetically in

order to enable members to know who are their

fellow Phi Beta Kappa members in their own

communities and regions. It would also entail

the sending of a letter from headquarters to every
member explaining the many opportunities that

exist for fruitful collaboration not only in mem

bers'

primary function of scholarship as cur

rently conceived, but also as interpreted in a

broader sense to include citizenship, and urging
that they confer with nearby colleagues with a

view to setting up many new alumni associations.

If within a reasonable period of time groups did

not of themselves come forward to request a

charter, our Society should not be backward in

taking the initiative again to invite three or four

likely persons in each city or district to under

take to form such a group.

If this were done on a continental scale, we

should soon double or triple the number of Phi

Beta Kappa associations throughout the country,

and, depending upon the character and predomi

nant interests of their members, they might be

come important influences in dealing with such

matters of good citizenship as local and state

educational problems, regional schools, adult edu

cation, inter-group and inter-faith cooperation,

Americanization programs, civil rights, extension

of library facilities, modern municipal govern

ment, state charter revision, encouragement of

fair employment practices, labor-management

relations, better district and state boards of edu

cation, juvenile delinquency, adequate recrea

tional and public health facilities or even the

organization of a local symphony orchestra or the

abatement of a smoke nuisance. The matters

thatmight engage our
groups'

attention would be

limited only by the character and interests of

their members. In order to prevent Phi Beta

Kappa from becoming indirectly or otherwise

engaged in politics, all such activities would have

to be conducted on a completely non-partisan

basis. At least one national organization the

League of Women Voters succeeds in doing
precisely that.

These "'grass
roots"

interests would be invalu

able in training the younger men and women as

eventual leaders to deal with Phi Beta Kappa's

larger, national responsibilities as well as with

such adventures in high scholarship in the inter

national field as the enormously important stud

ies of the Committee to Frame a World Constitu

tion, to which Mrs. Fisher has referred. In time,

as ourmembership, over 1 10,000 strong, embraces

these larger opportunities for service, Phi Beta

Kappa might become a really vital force in our

generation.

Stuart E. Grummon

Redding, Connecticut

White and Zionism

To the Editor:

In his review ofWalterWhite's autobiography
[The Key Reporter, Vol. XIV, No. 1], Eric F.
Goldman argues that Mr. White's pro-partition

activity was inconsistent with his principles. I,
for one, feel that the reviewer has not represented

Mr. White's views adequately; furthermore,
neither Mr. White nor Dr. Goldman has done

justice to the position of Zionism.

Dr. Goldman writes, for example, of Mr.

White's
"indignation"

at Zionism, but I failed

to find any substantiation of this in A Man

Called White. The only paragraph specifically

mentioning Zionism (and a good summary ofMr.

White's stand) reads as follows: "In my own

opinion both the wisdom and the practicability
of partition were doubtful. But no other solution

had been devised or discussed. I did not like the

self-segregation of Zionism, nor did I approve of

the attitude of many Jews who had made it a

sacred cult. But I reluctantly supported partition

only because Palestine seemed the only haven

anywhere in the world for nearly one million

Jews of Europe
"

[AMan CalledWhite, p. 353).
It appears that

"self-segregation"

is the key to
both Mr. White's and Dr. Goldman's dislike of

Zionism. Though the term is ambiguous, their

position is untenable according to any definition.

First, it surely cannot be alleged that Zionists
advocate the kind of segregation practiced in the

South and would like to transplant this custom

to Palestine. Incidentally, the anecdotes related

by Mr. White, and alluded to in the review, are

irrelevant to an evaluation of Zionism. To ex

hibit films promoting race hatred, or to bar

Negroes from certain residences, is deprecable

but surely these activities are not confined to

Zionists or their sympathizers.

The reviewer asks, "... How can the self-

segregation of Zionism advance humanitarian
ends?"

If survival (individual and group) is in

cluded among those ends, the answer is obvious.

Advocacy of Zionism has been on two levels.

On the first, the movement is a pis aller: Pales
tine is the only place where Jewish refugees can

be resettled, the only place where the majority
wish to go.

On another level are found those who believe

that settlement in the Holy Land is essential to

the survival of Judaism and to the renaissance

of Jewish culture. They recall the words of the

prophet Isaiah: "For out of Zion shall go forth

the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa
lem."

Presumably Dr. Goldman disagrees with the

latter argument, for the stark reality of the first

is only too painfully evident. If so, "self-segrega
tion"

is being used in a very curious way! For

under this concept would have to be included all

nationalisms, cultures, and religions.

Zionists, moreover, do not contemplate iso

lating the new state in Tibetan fashion. Quite

the contrary: active cooperation with neighbor

ing states, and indeed with the entire world, is

envisaged. I do not think it presumptuous to as

sert that the establishment of the state of Israel

will appear in perspective to have been a great

blessing not only to Jews, but to all mankind.

Benjamin Klebaner

Brooklyn, New York

Federal Aid to Education

To the Editor:

That Dorothy D. Busiek[THE KeyReporter,
Vol. XIV, No. 1] had "no mental grasp whatso

ever of Mary Edna Mahan's
letter"

[Vol. XIII,
No. 3] was so evident from the rest of Mrs.

Busiek's letter that her introductory statement

was redundant to say the least. Unfortunately,
Mrs. Busiek's confusion of mind over the prob

lem of federal aid to Roman Catholic education

is a not uncommon mental state of many well-

meaning Americans.

I have taken the liberty, therefore, of quoting
some of Mrs. Busiek's confusions and have at

tempted to present as briefly as possible the

Catholic position on the problem.

"Since Catholic children are welcomed in our
public schools, parochial schools are a matter

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg
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of choice, not of necessity, and the public is not

responsible for this
choice,"

Mrs. Busiek said.

I refer her to the report of the President's Com

mission on Higher Education regarding discrimi

nation in American education, or to Stephen S.

Wise's article in the Winter 1948-9 issue of the

Reporter, in which he points out that the com
mission found that discrimination affects "Cath

olics, Puerto Ricans,Mexicans, Latin-Americans,
Italians, and

Orientals,"

in addition to Negroes

and Jews. Catholic children do not always find

themselves welcomed in public schools; and many

a child has to suffer from slurs cast at his religion

by textbooks, teachers, and pupils. However,
that is a minor

"confusion,"

and I mention it

chiefly because it illustrates the too-common

practice in American educational circles of mak

ing broad, general statements which sometimes

stray widely from the truth. The other "confu

mentioned by Mrs. Busiek help to confuse

the real issue.

It is not a question of the eligibility ofCatholic

children to attend the public schools; or of

whether the church, built on the authority given

by Christ to Peter, is "authoritarian"; or of

whether a papal concordat with a totalitarian

state to secure freedom for its ministers to carry

out their religious work and for people to perform

their religious duties makes the church "not

hostile
"

to such totalitarianism; or ofwhether the

Prince of Peace "taught on a mountain top, or

on the
shore,"

or in a Jewish synagogue He

was equally effective everywhere.

The whole problem of Catholic education in

the United States centers in the education of the

Catholic child, here and now, and it is concerned

with the education of the whole child. Because it

is concerned with the whole child and because

public education in theUnited States is concerned

only with the material part of the child, the pa

rochial school is a necessity and not merely a

matter of choice. Not only Catholic children, but

every child in the United States, is entitled to a

full education (and I am not speaking of educa

tion from kindergarten through college but of the

education of a complete person at every level).

If federal aid is to be given to any type of educa

tion it should not be denied to the child who is

getting this complete form of education in a non

profit educational institution.

May I explain my statement more fully? Pub

lic school education in America today aims to

educate the mind and body of the child. It does

not attempt to do anything for his soul. In fact,
the prevalent psychology, which is taught to

most of the teachers of the public schools, denies

that the child has a soul; and the philosophy of

education dominant in public education likewise

ignores the spiritual element in man.

Catholic education is based on Catholic philos

ophy, which teaches that man is a person com

posed of a corporeal, mortal body and an im

material, immortal soul. His body does not go

to school five days a week and his soul one; nor

can the subject matter taught the child be di

vided into some subjects for his body and religion

for his soul. Catholic education does not consist

merely in adding religion to the accepted cur

riculum. Catholic philosophy, as a way of life,

permeates all subjects taught in Catholic schools

whether they be elementary, secondary,
or higher

institutions. It is because of this fact that Cath

olics are not satisfied with "released
time"

pro

grams for religious instruction or with other de

vices for carrying on religious
instruction outside

of the regular school program. It is an integral

part of education.

Because ofMrs. Busiek's statements:

Together with its institutions it claims the position

of a sovereign state, independent of and superior to

all governments a claim which, however deep one's
belief in it, a democracy cannot admit. A compromise

results, but the church's ideal still is a Catholic state.

To ask public aid for schools naturally devoted to this

ideal and aloof from public authority, while anathe

matizing the public school system, seems unjust.

it is perhaps necessary to repeat the explanation

of Christ to Pilate when the latter questioned

Him regarding His claims to power, "My king
dom is not of this

world."

It is not only possible

but very simple to teach and practice democratic

ideals in a Catholic educational system; in fact, it
is perhaps easier there where the full dignity of
man is appreciated than in a system where each

teacher is free to promulgate, under the guise of

"academic
freedom,"

his own particular biases

and prejudices.

Gregory Kelly

Mt. Angel, Oregon

Know of an Opening?

Rates for items in the "Know of an

Opening?"

column are ten cents per

word for a single insertion, seven cents

per word for two or more consecutive

insertions. Replies should be addressed

to Member No.
,
care of The Key

Reporter. They will be forwarded

promptly to the advertiser.

603. (Mr., Texas) Productive English teacher,

scholar, ten years experience including admin

istration, desires opportunity for some teaching
in specialties in university or first-rate liberal

arts college. Administrative position welcome

but not essential.

60S. (Mr., Md.) Ph.D., musicology, Harvard;

graduate, piano and composition, Juilliard

School; experience college and music school

teaching, concert, radio production. Desires

permanent university or research position, the

ory, composition, musicology.

621. (Mr., 111.) A.B. Oberlin, '43, chemistry;
LL.B. Univ. Illinois, '49; now doing graduate

study physics, physical chemistry, Illinois. Two

years experience radar installation, operation,

maintenance following completion electronics

course (military) Harvard Univ.,M.I.T. Age 27,
married. Desires developmental, patent, or

management position in chemical, electronics,

other industry. West preferred.

622. (Mr., N.J.) Ph.D. Iowa, '32. English.

Publications Victorian period. Desires professor

ship or headship. Experience Middle West di

recting theses, publicity.

626. (Mr., N.Y.) Harvard Ph.D., history.

Four years college teaching experience. Wishes

college teaching northeastern area.

627. (Miss, Iowa) Want college dramatic di

rector position near city; B.A. Iowa (1930),
M.A. Arizona (1933); 45 hours graduate work

speech-dramatics; eight years experience part

college.

628. (Mr., Pa.) B.A., Kenyon, summa cum

laude, highest honors in political science; M.A.

Columbia, 1948 fellowship. Desires college level

teaching political science.

629. (Miss, N.Y.) A.B. 1939. Graduate work

in advertising. Copy, publicity writerwith adver

tising agency; publishing, newspaper experience.

Former teacher. Seeks publicity or vocational

placement job in college, university, preferably

southwest. Excellent references.

630. (Miss, N.Y.) Columbia University Ph.D.

candidate, economics, wishes college teaching or

administrative position secondary school and

junior college teaching experience, also social

work.

631. (Miss, N.Y.) A.B. Western Reserve,

1942; A.M. University of Pennsylvania, 1946,
Ph.D. 1949. Fields: history of science and medi

cine, English history, American history. Publica

tions. Three years experience, curator of history,

city museum. Desires position, history depart

ment, college or university. Single.

632. (Mr., Ottawa) A.B., Colo., 1936, M.A.,

B.C.L., Oxon., Ph.D., London, barrister-at-law.

Desires position law school or pre-law courses in

history and international relations.

633. (Miss, 111.) B.A. Randolph-Macon Wom

an's College '46, M.A. Yale '47, two years college

teaching English, variety of summer work. Do

you need someone who enjoys working with

people, welcomes responsibility, and would ap

preciate a really interesting job?

634. (Mr., Ohio) Ph.D. cum laude. Over thirty
years successful experience in Greek, Latin,
religion. Emeritus. Perfect health. Will accept

temporary appointment.

635. (Mr., Mass.) Amherst scholar. Able ad

ministrator, teacher English, French, German,
history. Desires personnel-headmaster. Massa

chusetts preferred.

International [Continuedfrom page 1\

enthusiastic about the world univer

sity proposal. The belief was expressed

that implementation of the plan would

help to bring new life and spirit to

German institutions of higher learning,
whose traditions are largely antipa

thetic to the democratic ideal.

The proposal to rewrite history text
books was made by Otto Mueller,

secondary school director in Frankfort.

The purpose in such a careful examina

tion and screening would not be to

achieve a uniform interpretation of

world history, but rather to remove

"hatred, prejudice, andmisunderstand
ing"

from European texts. The com

mission would be financed by voluntary
organizations.

o
RIENT POINT

INN
ORIENT POINT

LONG ISLAND

Water view from every room. Wonderful
location. Wholesome family atmosphere.
Swimming, tennis, shuffleboard courts;

croquet; spacious piazzas; excellent table,
fresh lobster and fish. Modern comforts.
Fast train service to Greenport. Free train
to hotel service. Booklet. Accommodates
200.

Reasonable Rates

EUGENE J. MCDONNELL
Telephone Orient 389
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SOME DEVELOPMENTS OF MATERIALISM

George Santayana

PHYSICIANS OF WARSAW Martin Gumpert

SIDNEY HILLMAN: Leader of the Amalgamated

Charles A. Madison

The Revolving Bookstand:

Ichabod Crane Attacks Modern Art

by Jerome Mellquist

RUMFORD PRESf

CONCORD. N. H.www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg


	Book title
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 


