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<S>BK Visiting Scholars 
Announced for 1990-91 
Thirteen men and women have been 

chosen Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholars 
for 1990-91. They will travel to 100 col­
leges and universities for two-day visits 
during which they will meet with stu­
dents and faculty members in a variety of 
formal and informal sessions, such as 
classroom and seminar discussions and 
public lectures. The Visiting Scholar 
Program was begun in 1956 to enable 
undergraduates to meet and talk with 
distinguished scholars in diverse disci­
plines. The 1990-91 Scholars are as 
follows: 
Richard S. Fiske, research geologist, 

National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Institution. Past director of 
the Museum of Natural History, he is the 
coauthor ofKrakatau 1883: The Volcanic 
Eruption audits Effects and chief curator 
f the Smithsonian's traveling exhibit 
Viside Active Volcanoes: Kilauea and 
ount St. Helens. 
James M. Gustafson, Luce Professor 

of Humanities and Comparative Studies, 
Emory University. He was University 
Professor of Theological Ethics at Chi­
cago and on the faculty at Yale's Divinity 
School. Past president of the American 
Society of Christian Ethics, he is the au­
thor of Christ and the Moral Life, Ethics 
from a Theocentric Perspective, and other 
works. 
Jack Halpern, Louis Block Distin­

guished Service Professor of Chemistry, 
University of Chicago. A member of the 
National Academy of Sciences and the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
he is associate editor of the Journal of the 
American Chemical Society and an exter­
nal scientific member of the Max Planck 
Institute. 
Michael S. Harper, I. J. Kapstein Pro­

fessor of English, Brown University. 
Among his books of poems are Dear John, 
Dear Coltrane; History Is Your Own 
Heartbeat; History as Apple Tree; Song: I 
Want a Witness; Debridement; Night­
mare Begins Responsibility; and Healing 
Song for the Inner Ear. In 1987 he was 
named the first poet laureate of the state 
of Rhode Island. 

Charles H. Kahn, professor of philoso­
phy, University of Pennsylvania. Past 
president of the Society for Ancient 
Greek Philosophy, he is the author of 

Norman F. Ramsey (left), the immediate 
past president of the Phi Beta Kappa So­
ciety, is pictured receiving the Nobel prize 
in physics from King Carl XVI Gustaf in 
Stockholm in December 1989. 

Anaximander and the Origins of Greek 
Cosmology, The Verb "Be" in Ancient 
Greek, and The Art and Thought ofHer-
aclitus. He has been a visiting fellow at 
Balliol College, Oxford University, and 
Clare Hall, Cambridge University. 
Ira Katznelson, Loeb Professor of Po­

litical and Social Science, New School for 
Social Research. He served as director of 
the Center for the Study of Industrial So­
cieties, University of Chicago, and was 
the founder and first editor of Politics and 
Society. His books include Black Men, 
White Cities: Race, Politics, and Migra­
tion in the United States, 1900-1930, and 
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University of Miami Chapter 
Honors Environmentalist 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who 

founded the Friends of the Everglades, 
was made an honorary member of Phi 

Beta Kappa by the 
University of Mi­
ami chapter on 
April 29, a few 
weeks after her 
100th birthday. A 
1912 graduate of 
Wellesley College, 
she is a prolific au­
thor and lecturer 

Marjory Stoneman o n environmental 
Douglas topics and has re­

ceived countless awards for her work to 
conserve and restore the Everglades. 

Salk to Be Honored 
<£BK Associates Schedule 
50th Annual Meeting for 
Oct. 19-20 in Washington 
The Phi Beta Kappa Associates will 

hold their 50th annual meeting on Octo­
ber 19-20 in Washington, D.C., Richard 
W. Couper, the group's president, has an­
nounced. The speaker at the banquet will 
be Sol Linowitz, former ambassador to 
the Organization of American States, co-
negotiator of the Panama Canal Treaties, 
Middle East negotiator in the Carter 
administration, and a member of the 
Associates. 
Dr. Jonas Salk, who in 1955 developed 

the polio vaccine that bears his name, 
will receive the third annual Associates 
Award. Salk was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa as an alumnus member by the 
City College of New York chapter in 1955. 

University of Tulsa Founds 
John G. Gammie Symposium 
The University of Tulsa has announced 

the establishment of a triennial sym­
posium to honor John G. Gammie, char­
ter president of the Beta Chapter of 
Oklahoma at the University of Tulsa, 
who died on December 26,1989. Gammie, 
who was E m m a A. Harwell Professor of 
Biblical Literature at the university, had 
chaired the <£BK application committee 
for his institution. The symposium is en­
dowed by the university and the chapter. 

George Washington University 
Gives Scholarships to Juniors 
Elected to Phi Beta Kappa 
Each junior elected to Phi Beta Kappa 

at George Washington University during 
the 1989-90 academic year will receive a 
$2,000 tuition scholarship. "The Phi Beta 
Kappa scholarship demonstrates the uni­
versity's commitment to recognizing the 
academic and creative achievement of our 
students," said Stephen Joel Trachten-
berg, president of the university. "We 
want to strengthen the Society's role in a 
tangible . . . way." 
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The American Intellectual in Unheroic Times 
By Sanford S. Pinsker 

S L I G H T L Y M O R E T H A N 150 years ago, a 

man in his midthirties addressed 
the Phi Beta Kappa chapter of Harvard 
College with words that were meant to 
open drowsy eyes, stir souls, and define 
the character of a distinctively American 
experience. Man, he argued—using the 
term generically, I might add—has be­
come a fragmented creature, a creature 
defined by what he "does" rather than by 
what he is. Thus, and here I quote him 
directly, 

The planter, who is Man sent into the field to 
gather food, is seldom cheered by any idea of 
the true dignity of his ministry. He sees his 
bushel and his cart, and nothing beyond, and 
sinks into the farmer, instead of Man on the 
farm. The tradesman scarcely ever gives an 
ideal worth to his work, but is ridden by the 
routine of his craft, and his soul is subject to 
dollars. The priest becomes a form; the at­
torney a statute-book; the mechanic a ma­
chine; the sailor a rope of the ship. 
In this distribution of functions the scholar 

is the delegated intellect. In the right state he 
is Man Thinking. In the degenerate state, 
when the victim of society, he tends to become 
a mere thinker, or still worse, the parrot of 
other men's thinking. 
By now most readers know that the 

words I've been quoting belong to Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, and that they were 
taken from his justly famous essay "The 
American Scholar." But merely to catch 
the allusion is hardly sufficient. For what 
Emerson meant to sound that morning 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, so many 
years ago was nothing less than Amer­
ica's cultural Declaration of Indepen­
dence. Our Society's quarterly journal 
takes its title from Emerson's Harvard 
address, partly out of respect for Emer­
son's enduring stature but largely be­
cause of the continuing importance of the 
questions he raised about the life of the 
American mind and the high aspirations 
he set for scholarship. Reading The Amer­
ican Scholar will give you a fair represen­
tation of what people mean when they 
use the term intellectuals. 
Why did Emerson believe that a heroic 

age beckoned just around his 19th-
century corner? The answer, in a word, is 
nature, which, for Emerson, became the 
gravitational field that defined the Amer­
ican experience—our substitute for what 
passed in Europe as a cultural heritage. 
Small wonder, then, that Emerson placed 
so much emphasis on self-reliance, orig­
inality, and intellectual independence. 
"The sun shines today also," he declares 
in the first paragraph of a book titled Na -
ture. "There is more wool and flax in the 

fields. There are new lands, new men, 
new thoughts. Let us demand our own 
works and laws and worship." 

Sanford S. Pinsker 

Granted, Emerson has no monopoly on 
"new" arguments. As a people, Ameri­
cans tend to be suspicious of the old, of 
History itself. We have so long swooned to 
the language of national specialness, to 
visions of America as a charmed place 
where dreams of the "new and improved" 
must inevitably flourish, that we have 
lost sight of the sheer power that these 
words once carried. Now, "new and im­
proved" not only are regularly debased by 
threadbare political rhetoric, but they 
are used to sell everything from deter­
gent to toothpaste. 

More than a hundred years ago, Henry 
James, reflecting on the cultural condi­
tions that severely delimited even so 
great an imaginative writer as Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, imagined that the Civil War 
would sound an end to our nation's sim-

Ours is not an unheroic age 
because of a dearth of heroes, but 
because of those who would pass 
for our heroes. 

pie, uncritical faith that "there were no 
difficulties in the programme, no looming 
implications, no rocks ahead." At stake 
was nothing less than the loss of a collec­
tive innocence, and its replacement by 
what James argued would be a decidedly 
new American type: 

[The Civil War I introduced into the national 
consciousness a certain sense of proportion 
and relation, of the world being a more compli­
cated place than it had hitherto seemed, the 
future more treacherous, success more diffi­
cult. . . . The good American, in days to come, 
will be a more critical person than his compla­
cent and confident grandfather. 

One need only cite the legacy of Ronald 
Reagan to suggest how wide of the mark 
James's prediction was. Americans in 
large numbers—then and now—prefer 
to hear about the "shining cittie on a 
hille" that was our first, and perhaps 

deepest, American Dream, and not about 
the worms of intolerance already squirm­
ing inside John Winthrop's words as he 
uttered them aboard the Arabella— 

which is simply to point out that America^^ 
has always preferred its boosters to ' ^ B 
knockers. Terms such as criticism or crit^^ 
ical detachment lack the bracing power, 
the grip, that certain ideas—manifest 
destiny, for example—still exert. 

The Special Case of Henry 
Adams 

Nonetheless, James's "more critical 
person" is in most important respects 
akin to the energetic band of intellec­
tuals who came to dominate our cultural 
landscape during the middle decades of 
this century but whose continuing health 
and lively presence are now matters of 
some debate. We can see hints of the phe­
nomenon in the special case of Henry 
A d a m s , a m a n wlio dabbled — sometimes 

impressively—in a wide range of disci­
plines (history, biography, anthropology, 
the natural sciences, medieval scholarship, 
painting, sculpture), but always as a self-
professed, and usually self-deprecatory, 
"amateur." 
Adams's aristocratic lineage included 

two U.S. presidents, but Henry Adams 
lived in a post-Jacksonian age, forever ex­
cluded from the centers of public power. 
Yet power remained his abiding concern. 
His curiously modern, curiously anti-
autobiographical biography, The Etluca^^k 
Hon of Henry Adams, is, among othe^^J 
things, a continuing meditation about 
the impossibility of acquiring an ade­
quate education at Harvard or, indeed, 
anywhere else. His lot was to live among 
uncertainties, deep-seated anxieties, 
doubts. He may have taken his charac­
teristic pose from the Enlightenment's 
conception of a man of letters, the phi-
losophe in the mold of Voltaire and Di­
derot, yet everything about this oddly 
disappointed man points toward mod­
ernism. 
One chapter in The Education of Henry 

Adams is especially interesting in this 
regard, for its central argument is set in 
the great hall of the 1900 Paris Exposi­
tion as Adams desperately tries to come 
to grips with the new forms of energy, of 
power, of history itself, that the 20th cen­
tury promises to unleash. Adams chooses 
to call his rumination on these disparate, 
competing forces "The Virgin and the Dy­
namo," contrasting the energy that cre­
ated the cathedral at Chartres with the 
electrical current produced by 40-foot dy­
namos. Puritan America, Adams argued, 
could never understand the Virgin's 
power because Americans, then and now, 
think of sex as sin rather than as fecun­
dity. By contrast, the dynamo, the m A 
chine, is an acceptable replacement botl^J 
as symbol and as icon—for industrial 
power thrills us with promises of the 
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ever-Bigger, the ever-Faster, and, as our 
century has discovered, the ever more 
Deadly. 

N o w A d a m s was a subtle thinker and, 
let m e simply say it, his book is some-

•
thing of a difficult read, but few Ameri­

can minds have ever thought more deeply 
about what American culture means. A s 
I mentioned, the date attached to "The 
Virgin and the D y n a m o " is 1900; in just a 
few short years, the 21st century will be 
upon us, and it's a safe bet that some edi­
tor—possibly the editor of The American 
Scholar—will welcome an updated ver­
sion of "The Virgin and the Dynamo." A s 
Emerson pointed out long ago, "Each 
age . . . must write its o w n books." How­
ever m u c h Adams's reflections about the 
past continue to merit our attention, 
what he said about his n e w century will 
not precisely fit either the conditions or 
the possibilities of ours. 

The Legacy of the New York 
Intellectuals 

Adams may well have been the first in 
a long string of modern, alienated intel­
lectuals, but nothing about A d a m s him­
self—not his family tree, his wealth and 
social snobbery, or his social connections 
and Harvard crimson—would have in­
gratiated him to the radically indepen­
dent group that formed around Partisan 
Review and came to be k n o w n as the N e w 

• Y o r k intellectuals. They were, by con­
trast, a feisty plebian bunch, out to 
impose (or perhaps, superimpose) a Euro­
pean model of culture onto America's na­
tive ground. O n one essential matter, 
however, they would have m a d e c o m m o n 
cause with A d a m s , and that is the defini­
tion of an intellectual as one w h o special­
izes in being a nonspecialist. In m a n y 
cases—one thinks of an E d m u n d Wilson 
or a M a r y McCarthy—their writings 
covered not only a wide range of cultural 
subjects, but also a considerable gamut of 
creative genres. But what distinguished 
these writers and m a d e us regard them 
as literati in the best sense of the term 
were their contributions to belles-lettres, 
to the essay as a m o d e of engagement 
with a culture's sense of itself—some­
times sharply polemical, sometimes 
given to Utopian impulses; at one turn re­
sponding to events, at another helping to 
mold the general atmosphere in which 
events happen. 

In short, these writers stood tall in an 
age w h e n the literary essay mattered and 
w h e n there was a giddy sense that impor­
tant struggles were being waged on be­
half of the politics of the Left and the art 
of the avant-garde. Cultural heroes cre­
ate possibilities and, one might argue, 

• h e r o i c ages. Merely to recite the names of 
those w h o could be encountered reg­
ularly in the pages of Partisan Review, 
Politics, Kenyon, and Sewanee during the 
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1940s and 1950s—writers such as Dwtght 
Macdonald, Irving Howe, John Crowe 
Ransom, Robert Penn Warren, Harold 
Rosenberg, Daniel Bell, Lionel Tril­
ling— is to realize how difficult it would 
be to come up with a similarly impressive 
list for the present. 

Granted, some possible nominees 
spring to m i n d — a Susan Sontag here, a 
Michael Walzer there—but the truth is 
that the centers of power have shifted. 

Is Ours an Unheroic Age? 

The excitements that once swirled 
around intellectual quarterlies and 
small magazines n o w cluster around in­
creasingly specialized academic journals 
and presses, each with its requisite rites 
of passage, special language, and in­
creasingly narrow agenda. Few writers, 
and certainly very few academics, are 
willing to venture out from behind the 
high, protective fences that their respec­
tive disciplines erect. The result is that 
discussions of our national purpose, of 
American culture itself, are left in­
creasingly to those out to cash in on the 
trendy rather than to think seriously 
about what James called the "complex 
fate" of being an American. 

Ours is not an unheroic age because of 
a dearth of heroes, but because of those 
w h o would pass for our heroes. Television 
not only has the power to define "recogni­
tion" in terms of w h o has, or has not, 
appeared on "Nightline," but it also en­
courages everyone from politicians to ex­
perts in a given field to think, and speak, 
in terms of 10-second sound bites. Super­
ficiality thus replaces substance, and the 
race goes to the glib rather than the 
thoughtful. In a more authentically he­
roic age, intellectuals were k n o w n by the 
transforming power of their words, not by 
ho w they looked under the kleig lights. 

But lest you imagine that I a m about 
to launch into a jeremiad aimed at 
everything that pulls American culture 
downward, distracts our attention, and 
infuriates our sensibilities, let m e re­
mind you that it was ever thus. Each age 
needs its scholars, its more critical per­
sons, its intellectuals. N o doubt romantic 
distortions play a part in the direction m y 
own work on the N e w York intellectuals 
has taken over the years—indeed, h o w 
could they not?—but even if the genera­
tion of critics and writers I first read in 
early adulthood and have been reading 
ever since are neither so wise nor so won­
derful as I once imagined, even if their 
o w n assessments of their influence and 
importance have been tempered by time, 
the shape and ring of their paragraphs 
remain. Nothing written in the tortured 
jargon of academic discourse says as 
m u c h about, say, linguistics as Orwell's 
single essay "Politics and the English 
Language," and no study of the N e w York 
intellectuals tells us more about what 

their life was like and what it came to 
than this paragraph from Howe's World of 
Our Fathers: 

But really, when you come to think of it, 
what did this "success" of the New York intel­
lectuals amount to? A decent or a good job, a 
chance to earn extra money by working hard, 
and in the case of a few, like Trilling and Ka­
zin, some fame beyond New York—rewards 
most European intellectuals would take for 
granted, so paltry would they seem. For the 
New York writers who lived through the thir­
ties expecting never to have a job at all, a regu­
lar pay check might be remarkable; but in the 
American scale of things it was very modest 
indeed. . . . I Success] was simply one of the pos­
sibilities of adult life, a possibility, like failure, 
heavy with moral risks and disappointment. 
The whole business: debts, overwork, varicose 
veins, alimony, drinking, quarrels, hemor­
rhoids, depletion, the recognition that one 
might not prove to be another T. S. Eliot, but 
also some good things, some lessons learned, 
some "rags of time" salvaged and precious. 

Like modernism itself, the N e w York 
intellectuals could triumph over every­
thing except their o w n successes; yester­
day's daringly avant-garde has a way of 
becoming tomorrow's academic course. 
America, and especially its academic in­
stitutions, had the capacity to absorb dis­
sent faster than people in what was once 
k n o w n as the "adversary culture" could 
generate it. B y this I m e a n that academic 
life has been powerful enough, resilient 
enough, perhaps even savvy enough, to 
domesticate m u c h wider ranges of knowl-

To read, say, Alfred Kazin on 
what is essentially American' 
about American literature or 
Irving Howe on 'characterization' 
in fiction is to detect ... a 
nagging sense that History itself 
may well end when they do. 

edge than most literary intellectuals 
would have thought possible. W h a t was 
something of a cottage industry for those 
whose essays first championed the cause 
of difficult, demanding modernist writers 
such as Kafka or Joyce, Eliot or M a n n 
has become the stuff of Ph.D. disserta­
tions, academic courses, Cliff Notes. 

Small wonder, then, that a generation 
of aging intellectuals seems to have nearly 
given in to the feeling that all the gen­
uinely important work has already been 
done, and that most of what passes for the 
N e w is not worth the doing. To read, say, 
Alfred Kazin on what is essentially 
"American" about American literature 
or Irving H o w e on "characterization" in 
fiction is to detect, beneath the snap of 
their sentences and the continuing bril­
liance of their insights, a nagging sense 
that History itself m a y well end w h e n 

(continued on page 4) 
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The American Intellectual 
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they do. A n d if one has a certain sort of 
intellectual in mind—that is, the M a n of 
Letters w h o writes for a larger public 
about issues of public importance—these 
suspicions might, sadly, prove all too 
true. 

That this should not be the case is the 
challenge I pose to the new members of 
Phi Beta Kappa. America has never 
needed a critical spirit, a genuinely intel­
lectual vision, more than it does now: 
people thinking, as a thoroughly modern 
Emerson might put it—thinking inde­
pendently, imaginatively, and fearlessly. 
You have made a good start at your col­
leges; now you enter the wider public 
arena, where the skills you have mas­
tered can m a k e a difference not only in 
the quality of your life, but also in the life 
of your respective communities. The ini­
tiation ceremony is essentially one of wel­
come. In such a context, it is probably 
fitting that Emerson should have the last 
words. Writing to a young poet from 
Brooklyn w h o had sent him a book of his 
poetry, Emerson tried to express the ex­
citement, joy, and sheer sense of confi­
dence that that book—titled Leaves of 
Grass—stimulated in him. "I greet you 
at the beginning of a great career"— 
those were Emerson's words to Whitman. 
With a few modifications and on behalf of 
Phi Beta Kappa, your teachers, and your 
families and friends, I repeat them here: 
We greet you at the beginning of what we 
feel certain will be great careers. 

For better or worse, you live in what an 
ancient Chinese curse called "interesting 
times." The optimism that came so easily 
to Emerson is in short supply, but the op­
portunities for making a genuine differ­
ence have never been greater. Your "great 
careers" will no doubt include becoming 
lawyers and doctors, business executives, 
and perhaps even poets. But the great ca­
reer I have in mind is both simpler and 
more complicated than these immediate 
concerns, important though they are. For 
I m e a n to welcome you to the great career 
of critical thought and passionate en­
gagement. A n d if m y thumbnail sketch of 
intellectual life in America has been at 
all successful, I just have. 

This article is adapted from an initia­
tion address at Franklin and Marshall 
College in May 1989. Sanford S. Pinsker, 
Shadek Professor of Humanities at 
Franklin and Marshall, is the author of 
The Schlemiel as Metaphor; The Lan­
guages of Joseph Conrad; Between Two 
Worlds: The American Novel in the 
1960s; The Fiction of Philip Roth; The 
Uncompromising Fictions of Cynthia 
Ozick; The Poets of the Pacific Northwest; 
and a forthcoming collection of essays ti­
tled Bearing the Bad News: Contempo­
rary American Literature and Culture. 

Thomas McNaugher 

In the Name of God: The Khomeini Dec­
ade. Robin Wright. Simon & Schuster, 1989. 
$19.95. 
The Gulf War: Its Origins, History and 
Consequences. John Bulloch and Harvey 
Morris. Methuen (London), 1989. £14.99. 
The Gulf and International Security: The 
1980s and Beyond. Ed. by M. E. Ahrari. St. 
Martin's, 1989. $49.95. 
Oil is cheap, the Iran-Iraq war is over, and 

Americans who were shocked, embarrassed, 
and frustrated by events in the Persian Gulf 
region over the past two decades have happily 
forgotten the place. But oil is already making 
a comeback, and if the lack of progress in peace 
negotiations is any indication, so may the Iran-
Iraq war. These books will help readers pre­
pare for the region's next assault on their 
sensibilities. 
Wright's is a fascinating and readable jour­

nalist's account of Iran's revolution, based 
partly on interviews with a wide range of Iran­
ian officials. Wright manages to convey the 
revolution's energy and hope without ignoring 
its excesses and failings. For general readers, 
chapters on the hostage crisis, Iran's ongoing 
adventure in Lebanon, Oliver North's esca­
pades, and the war's tormented final year will 
bring coherence and meaning to events re­
ported at random in the news. Overall, Wright 
leaves the strong sense that there is much un­
finished business in Iran's revolution, and 
many contradictions left unresolved. Stay 
tuned. 
Like Wright, Bulloch and Morris are jour­

nalists (for Britain's Independent), but their 
beat covered both belligerents, the Gulf 
sheikhdoms, and the superpowers as well. 
Their book deals with virtually every facet of 
the war, from battles to domestic politics in the 
belligerents to regional and superpower diplo­
macy surrounding the war. Their prose moves 
along fast but misses little of the complexities 
of domestic politics and diplomacy in the Gulf 
region. They do especially well at untangling 
the odd mix of competition and cooperation 
that marked the superpowers' policies, as both 
sought to contain Iran's revolution while each 
angled for an inside position with regional 
powers. Like Wright, Bulloch and Morris con­
clude that much unfinished business remains 
in this region; the shooting has stopped, but 
the war's underlying causes are as robust as 
ever. The coming decade could be exciting 
indeed. 
Ahrari's volume, like so many scholarly 

works, took far too long getting to press and is 
sorely dated in comparison with the other two 
works. Its focus is Iran because its major chap­
ters were completed late in 1987, when Iranian 
strength, rather than weakness, was of great 
concern. Chapters by Shirin Hunter and the 
editor usefully outline sources of continuity in 
Iranian foreign and oil policies, helping to 

explain the policies of a revolutionary pragma-
tist like Hashemi Rafsanjani, Iran's president. 
Chapters on the superpowers are equally 
useful in outlining their strategies, though 
readers can learn as much, pay less, and have 
more fun by reading Bulloch and Morris. Inex­
plicably, Ahrari's book lacks a chapter on Iraq, 
which came from behind in 1988 to enjoy a 
position of great strength in the Gulf and 
which has always served to balance Iran. This 
shortcoming makes it impossible for the book 
to live up to its title, notwithstanding the use­
ful lessons it provides. 

Russelt B. Stewus 

Perfecting the World: The Life and Times 
of Thomas Hodgkin (1798-1866). Amalie 
and Edward Kass. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1988. $34.95. 
Overall, this is a commendably readable ac­

count of the life and medical practice of a Vic­
torian physician who is best remembered for 
having described the disease that bears his 
name. The book has, however, at least three 
pervasive threads: (1) a striking demonstra­
tion of how far medical technology has come 
since that time; (2) a reminder of the primitive 
state of such things as medical care for the un-. 
derprivileged in those days; and (3) a reminded 
of how much a single driven person can accom­
plish, despite almost overwhelming odds, to 
improve the society in which he finds himself. 
Life's Devices: The Physical World of Ani­
mals and Plants. Steven Vogel. Princeton, 
1988. $49.50; paper, $17.95. 
Pattern Biology and the Complex Archi­
tectures of Life. Michael J. Katz. Longwood, 
1988. $25. 
Grossly oversimplified, it could be argued 

that Vogel's book shows how much biology is 
like physics, whereas Katz shows how essen­
tially unlike are the two disciplines. The 
authors' tones are very different. In Life's De­
vices, Vogel shows convincingly how living or­
ganisms in their structure and activities are 
constrained by the basic laws of physics that 
are the stuff of introductory textbooks—size, 
shape, viscosity, diffusion, pressure, and the 
like. Katz, at the other end of the spectrum, 
makes an equally impressive case that biol­
ogy—i.e., living systems—invokes another, 
more intricate and complex, level of organiza­
tion that is well beyond the level of physical 
systems. As his title suggests, he adopts the 
thesis that patterns are the "common cur­
rency" of biology. 
The Mendelian Revolution: The Emer­
gence of Hereditarian Concepts in Mod­
ern Science and Society. Peter J. Bowler. 
Johns Hopkins, 1989. $29.95. 
This eminently readable account can, in the 

first instance, serve simply as a condensation, 
of Darwinian evolutionary thought and the] 
basis of modern genetics. Beyond that, it ex­
amines the intellectual context within which 
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both these major threads have come to their 
current state. Here again, the essential points 
are that scientists do not work in a vacuum 
and that the popular notion of scientific re­
search, as it appears in all too many introduc-

•

tory textbooks, is perilously incorrect. 

The Pasteurization of France. Bruno La-
tour. Tr. by Alan Sheridan and John Law. Har­
vard, 1988. $30. 
Quite apart from its clever title, Latour's 

book represents an intriguing examination of 
the influence of Louis Pasteur and his undeni­
ably impressive scientific accomplishments on 
French society at the time. Latour approaches 
this subject by a careful analysis of three influ­
ential periodicals over a period of some several 
decades at the turn of the century. By so doing 
he sets Pasteur and his career in the context of 
the times, and describes a number of provoca­
tive interactions among various groups. Not 
surprisingly, this account is far more complex 
than common myths about Pasteur would 
suggest. 

The Earth's Fragile Systems: Perspectives 
on Global Change. Ed. by Thorkil Kris-
tensen and Johan Feter Paludan. IFIAS Re­
search Series, Vol. 4, Westview, 1988. $30. 
Global Climate Change: H u m a n and Natu­
ral Influences. Ed. by S. Fred Singer. Para­
gon House/An ICUS Book, 1989. $34.95. 
The Ages of Gaia: A Biography of Our Liv­
ing Earth. James Lovelock. W. W. Norton, 
1988. $16.95. 
These very different books share a common 

focus on the emerging realization that what we 
often speak of as the Earth's environment— 
and indeed the planet itself—is by no means 
so stable and unchanging as we have tradi­
tionally thought. With this realization has 

•

come also an essential recognition that hu­

mans have been responsible for many of the 
changes now being deplored and that perhaps 
it is not too late to take ameliorative steps. 
Kristensen and Paludan address a variety of 

key issues and provide not only a concise com­
mentary on each but, in most instances, a com­
ment on the commentary. They also remind us 
of the proliferation of so-called Institutes for 
Advanced Study scattered about the globe and 
specifically designed to address global issues 
of long-term importance. 
Singer's compilation restricts itself to cli­

mate change, albeit widely defined, and has 
the laudable virtue of avoiding, for the most 
part, extremist views on either side of the is­
sues examined. 
Lovelock's volume is easily the least techni­

cal of the three and is devoted to a detailed 
exposition—and at the same time a vigorous 
defense—of his now well-known suggestion 
that the Earth is itself an "organism." 
Taken together, these books send a powerful 

message not only that the issues addressed are 
inherently very complex, but that we are far 
indeed from persuasive answers to the ques­
tions raised. 

Mimicry and the Evolutionary Process. 
Ed. by Lincoln P. Brower. Univ. of Chicago, 

1988. $14.95. 
Regrettably, this slender volume will be 

rather too technical for most nonbiologists. 
Nonetheless, it deserves mention because it 
addresses one of the more puzzling, and in-

•

triguing, of the many questions faced by those 

seeking to work out mechanisms of evolu­
tion—the often striking similarities between 
unrelated species that seem to achieve a sub­

stantial level of protection from predation for 
the "harmless" member of the pair. 

Earl W. Count 

Lucy's Child: The Discovery of a Human 
Ancestor. Donald Johanson and James 
Sheere. William Morrow, 1989. $22.95. 
Lucy and her "child" are separated by 1,600 

miles (Lucy in Hadar, Ethiopia, her "child" in 
the Serengeti, Tanzania) and 1.7 million years. 
Evolution, it seems, stood still. Both are Homo 
habilis female adults between three and four 
feet tall. Johanson discovered Lucy in 1974, 
her "child" in 1986. 
The child first revealed an elbow, a discovery 

that was greeted with exuberant and earthy 
cheers from her exceedingly remote descen­
dants, all sweaty males. She was a somewhat 
ungainly but genuine biped, long-armed, very 
strong, humanly toothed, and brainier than 
any ape, which is pretty good for so diminutive 
a creature. But fire? speech? family? Don't ask. 
For the technical minutiae of this recovery 

see the technical reports. This book embeds 
the essential ingredients in much entertain­
ing anecdotage; indeed, half the book is be­
hind you before that elbow peeks out. But 
what's your hurry? It is a snaggled story of 
spare Tanzanian quarters, diplomatic dia­
logue with mostly friendly Tanzanian authori­
ties, and uneasy relations with the Leakey 
dynasty. 
Bone digging does not a philosopher or poet 

make, but it can prompt bone finders to poetry: 
"I would like to think that my vocation, the 
search for our origins, is part of that truth-
quest. . . . Our shared curiosity about our be­
ginnings is the emanation of a deeper urge . . . 
to discover the true humanity . . . beyond the 
old deceptions. . . . This primitive little hu­
man . . . underscores how closely and how re­
cently we are bonded to our primate pasts 
. . . and to the rest oflifeontheplanet.lt is not 
the final word . . . [for] there are no final 
words. Human origins will always be enig­
matic [but] each new fossil . . . will tell us 
something more. I hope we will listen to what 
they say." 
Thus the tale ended. 

Our Kind: Who We Are, Where We Came 
From, and Where We Are Going. Marvin 
Harris. Harper and Row, 1989. $24.95. 
We sprang up from the ape, modestly, sev­

eral million years ago, generated speech and 
symbol, remodeled ourselves as homo faber, 
fell to worrying whether the universe is 
friendly, and created myth and religion as 
query—have we outsmarted ourselves? Sci­
ence seeks to span this human cosmos and find 
a meaning within questions for which the an­
swers are elusive. 
There have been few anthropologists of 

Olympian stature; I would nominate Marvin 
Harris for their company. Our Kind takes him 
far beyond his and our depth; but in 102 dis-
armingly even "talks," and with undeterred 
candor, he reports on Mankind So Far (thanks 
to W. W. Howells). Naturally, he is more as­
sured among the faits accomplis of the paleo-
anthropologists. About current man (his own 
stamping ground), he is freer to exercise his 
personal biases; about future man, his quien 
sabe at least is substantial. 
Anthropology is a shrewd but still an unpro-

found science. But today we cannot afford not 
to listen to it. And there is Harris. . . . 

Hunters and Gatherers. 2 vols. Ed. by Tim 
Ingold, David Riches, and James Woodburn. 
Vol 1. History, Evolution, and Social 
Change. Vol. 2. Property, Power, and Ideol­

ogy. St. Martin's, 1989. $55 each. 
This is not a "great" work, but it is nonethe­

less informative, reliable, and worth mention­
ing here because greatness may eventually 
come of its virtues. Its contributors are 35 
of the younger company of anthropologists, 
gleaned from presentations at a global confer­
ence in London in 1986. Their debate: Whence 
and how the humanization, while hunting and 
gathering, of our rudimentary ancestors? And 
whither now the extant hunter-gatherers? 
The topic is a hardy perennial, more com­

plex and no less baffling today than a decade 
ago, and no less consequential. But yesterday's 
mistakes are at least correctable. Today we 
know better than to relegate extant hunting-
gathering societies to stem ancestral replicas 
of our Urahnen. The world over, today's 
hunter-gatherers are sui generis in their tech­
nologies, social patterns, languages, value 
codes, and symbolisms (despite the mytholo-
gists' lingua franca on symbols). And even the 
most solitary, self-contained societies relate 
somehow with some alien groups. All societies 
have distinctive capabilities for adjusting to 
civilization's inroads. 
If Homo sapiens has hunted and gathered 

for, say, the recent 5 percent of his temporal de­
viation from apehood, then that tiny stretch 
can hardly permit a retropolation of several 
million years. There are remnant fossil human 
bones and stone artifacts; there are no fossil 
societies. There are campsites and footprints 
that may be unconsciously eloquent, but here 
steps in the rule of Occam's razor. 

W o m e n of Deh Koh: Lives in an Iranian 
Village. Erika Friedl. Smithsonian Institu­
tion, 1988. $24.95; paper, $10.95. 
Moslem village women are consummate 

managers of home and field, bearers of physi­
cal burdens beyond the ever-enduring one of 
womankind. A veteran narrator enters into 
the mood of their stark simplicity, which over­
lies the complexity that every woman reader 
will penetrate. Each chapter is a gaunt indi­
vidual biography, except for the epilogue, 
which is their summing-up; but the conclu­
sions therefrom must be the reader's. 

Anna J. Schwartz 

Managing Exchange Rates. Peter B. Kenen. 
Chatham House Papers, Council on Foreign 
Relations Press, 1988. £6.95. 
The argument for government management 

of foreign exchange rates, rather than allow­
ing them to float freely at prices determined by 
market participants, is that, in the absence of 
management, nominal exchange rates have 
produced large changes in real exchange 
rates. The real exchange rate is the nominal 
rate divided by prices of goods and, because 
goods prices are relatively inflexible, real ex­
change rates behave like nominal rates. It is 
real exchange rates that determine U.S. price 
competitiveness. 
Real exchange-rate changes have produced 

large changes in U.S. output and trade pat­
terns, incidentally promoting protectionism. 
Moreover, when exchange-rate movements 
have been reversed, the earlier effects on out­
put and trade patterns have not been fully 
reversed. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Taking for granted that government man­

agement can offset market forces, the author 
concludes that intervention would have lim­
ited upward pressure on the dollar before 1985, 
caused monetary contraction in Europe and 
Japan and monetary expansion in the United 
States, and possibly forced the United States 
to adopt more sensible fiscal policies. He warns 
that cutting the fiscal deficit might lead again 
to dollar appreciation, but that the benefits of 
successful exchange-rate management make 
the costs of engaging in it worth risking. 

The Antitrust Revolution. Ed. by John E. 
Kwoka, Jr., and Lawrence J. White. Scott, 
Foresman, 1989. $15. 

Economists involved in 1.3 major antitrust 
proceedings between 1977 and 1986 document 
the recent ascendancy of economic efficiency 
as the principal objective of antitrust policy 
and the rejection of earlier populist policy that 
attacked mergers of small firms, prohibited 
competitive actions by large firms, and chal­
lenged vertical arrangements (i.e., relation­
ships between suppliers and customers). The 
cases are arranged in three parts, one dealing 
with horizontal structure (pure monopoly, a 
dominant firm with market power, or oligop­
oly); a second, with horizontal practices (collu­
sion or predation); and a third, with vertical 
arrangements (vertical integration, resale 
price maintenance, territorial restraints, and 
other nonprice restraints). In each part the ed­
itors discuss the economic theory and anti­
trust law that were the context of the cases 
that follow. The cases can be understood by a 
general readership. 
The editors stress the lack of unanimity 

among economists on current trends in anti­
trust. Although they do not believe that 
advances in economic analysis of effects of 
structural changes and behavior patterns in 
markets can be reversed, they are less certain 
that the changed emphasis can be preserved, 
because policy based on those advances re­
quires sympathetic individuals in the enforce­
ment agencies. 

Legacy of the Ludlow Massacre: A Chap­
ter in American Industrial Relations. 
Howard M. Gitelman. Univ. of Pennsylvania, 
1988. $29.95. 
One of the companies involved in an organi­

zational strike by the United Mine Workers at 
southern Colorado coalfields in 1913-14 was 
the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company, in which 
John D. Rockefeller, Sr, had a substantial in­
vestment. In April 1914 a gun battle (which 
came to be known as the Ludlow Massacre) be­
tween units of the Colorado state militia and 
striking armed miners left 24 men, women, 
and children dead. To counter criticism of his 
family's role in the tragedy, Rockefeller, then 
the head of his father's staff, hired Ivy Lee 
to conduct a publicity campaign to mold fav­
orable public opinion. He also engaged 
Mackenzie King, a former Canadian minister 
of labor (later to become prime minister), to 
prepare a general study of industrial relations 
under the auspices of the Rockefeller Founda­
tion. This book is an account of the experiences 
of these three men. 
On King's advice, after the strike Rocke­

feller introduced a system of employee rep­
resentation at the Colorado company, later 
codified in a constitution and contract signed 

by management and the elected representa­

tives of the miners. The Colorado Industrial 
Plan, as it was named, was to remain in effect 
until January 1918 but periodically was re­
newed until supplanted by a union contract in 
1933. During and after the war King served as 
an industrial relations consultant to corpora­
tions that adopted similar plans; 432 were in 
existence in 1926. King's Rockefeller Founda­
tion study, Industry and Humanity, was a per­
sonal statement, not a scientific work, on the 
causes and cures of industrial conflict, which 
denied that employee representation was de­
signed to frustrate trade unionism. To further 
this perspective, Rockefeller contributed 
money from 1922 on to six universities to es­
tablish industrial relations sections in the 
field of labor, but it is not known whether they 
have ever espoused employee representation. 
The author is not a detached student of labor 

relations. He dismisses the King-Rockefeller 
company union solution to labor unrest, be­
cause he believes that only trade unions can 
properly represent workers. 

Jean Sudrann 

Writing a Woman's Life. Carolyn G. Heil­
brun. Norton, 1988. $14.95. 
Dangerous by Degrees. Susan J. Leonardi. 
Rutgers, 1989. $33; paper, $12.95. 
Mary Shelley: Her Life, Her Fiction, Her 
Monsters. Anne K. Mellor. Methuen, 1988. 
$25. 
With candor and generosity, Heilbrun 

writes her own life as she describes the public 
shaping (and misshaping) of women's lives 
into autobiography, biography, and fiction. 
Leonardi and Mellor extend Heilbrun's find­
ings as they explore the work of specific women 
novelists whose writing both reveals and con­
ceals the narrative of their lives. Because 
Heilbrun makes the discussion of her "pri­
vate" life (as a writer of detective fiction) a 
counterpoint to the "public" biographical and 
autobiographical materials she discusses, the 
very form of her book emphasizes her thesis. 
The achievements, ambitions, and struggles of 
women in the past have been concealed within 
the written stories of their lives; they are sto­
ries that have not been told as they are. 
Leonardi, dealing with a group of women 

novelists who were members of Somerville 
College, Cambridge, in the years during and 
just after World War I, including Dorothy 
Sayers, Margaret Kennedy, and Vera Brittain, 
addresses the responses of the novelists to 
their status as educated women, but excludes 
biographical information. Although the novel­
ists' response to the nurturing female aca­
demic community is predictably various, each 
of them seems fully aware that her education 
has revolutionized her sense of the possible 
shapes of a woman's life. 
Those who choose educated women as their 

protagonists create engaging characters as 
heroines: women confident of their abilities, 
capable of logical argument, possessed of suffi­
cient knowledge of historical process and hu­
man character to make wise decisions—in 
short, educated women with some sense of who 
they are. But what can their stories be when 
the marriage plot is the only script available 
for a female-centered novel? So these novels 
founder and crack as their authors try to 
squeeze these heroines into the conventional 
plot, as Dorothy Sayers, for example, forces 
Harriet Vane into Lord Peter's arms. Those of 

the Somerville women who accepted the mar­
riage plot as a way of acknowledging the needs 
of a woman's body and of expressing dissatis­

faction with the female community created 
heroines who wake to disillusion, finding 
themselves trapped in a script they never 
knew existed. In dealing both with Harriet 
Vane's reluctant marriage to Lord Peter and 
with those who fled the groves of academe, 
Leonardi's analysis suffers from its restricted 
scope. Heilbrun fills the gap with her thought­
ful reading of Sayers's biography and the sen­
sitivity and humane knowledge that lies be­
hind her speculation that the difficulty for 
these women and many others is that they 
"would have been hard put to answer the in­
evitable question asked of unhappy women: 
'What do you want?' " 
Mellor, who wisely takes full account of both 

biography and fiction, focuses on a tightly ar­
gued analysis of the various ways in which the 
self-educated Mary Shelley writes her own life 
into her fiction, notably Frankenstein. We have 
heard much of this already, of course, but 
Mellor convincingly tightens the argument 
and takes it further. Left motherless at birth 
and in the care of an increasingly indifferent 
father, Mary Godwin ran off to the Continent 
with her poet lover at 17; at 18, her first child 
was born, only to die some two weeks later. The 
following year, she began the novel into which 
she released all her deepest personal concerns: 
the rejected child, the dead child, the unsatis­
factory parent, the increasingly unsatisfactory 
husband. But she did a lot more than that, for 
into this novel she also fused everything she 
knew (and it was a great deal) about political 
and moral philosophy as well as scientific 
research, to create a work that looks back to 
18th-century Gothic and ahead to 20th-
century science fiction as well as inward to her , 
own life experiences. Mellor's exemplary ex-1 
ploration of this fusion creates an exciting in­
tellectual story as she notes not only Mary 
Shelley's ideal of an egalitarian bourgeois 
family, but also her deep suspicion of the scien­
tific exploiters of nature, and of the carte 
blanche Romanticism gives to the unbridled 
imagination. 

Lawrence Willson 

The Lytle-Tate Letters: The Correspon­
dence of Andrew Lytle and Allen Tate. Ed. 
by Thomas Daniel Young and Elizabeth Sar-
cone. Univ. of Mississippi, 1987. $39.50. 
Allen Tate: A Recollection. Walter Sullivan. 
Louisiana State Univ., 1988. $16.95. 
Any correspondence that goes on for just 

short of 40 years is bound to have its pedes­
trian stretches, but this one holds up pretty 
well as the two young southerners, temporar­
ily exiled in the North, sentimentally contem­
plate their southernness, dreaming of and 
writing about such regional heroes and non-
heroes as Stonewall Jackson, Bedford Forrest, 
Jefferson Davis, John C. Calhoun, and the in­
escapable Robert E. Lee, until, a generation 
later, Tate at least has concluded that the 
"Southern myth" was just that. 
The correspondence is a document of record 

of the Tennessee Fugitives and Agrarians, 
with the familiar cast: Donald Davidson, John 
Crowe Ransom, Red Warren, and the rest. It 
ends in 1968, when Tate moved to Tennessee to 
live out his remaining years, and the two men 
thereafter saw each other frequently—too fre- I 
quently, as it turned out. 

The story has a sad and bitter ending, which 
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Sullivan chronicles in his memoir of Tate. 
Critics and commentators have called this 
book sympathetic and affectionate, but to this 
reviewer it seems to drip venom on every page, 
where any act of decency by Tate is generally 
overbalanced by six or eight acts of nonde-
cency. Tate's wit and charm are frequently 
mentioned, but without much supporting evi­
dence; his apparently innumerable adulteries 
are, in contrast, given chapter and verse from 
the first incident described in the book (which 

sets the tone of the whole). 
If Tate were not recalled as a southern gen­

tleman who never forgot his manners, one 
would be tempted to call him a cad, who, for 
example, while he was still married to his sec­
ond wife, was tentatively courting a young nun 
in his classroom. 

Novels, 1875-1886: A Foregone Conclusion. 
A Modern Instance. Indian Summer. The 
Rise of Silas Lapham. William Dean 
Howells. Ed. by Edwin H. Cady. Library of 
America, 1987. $27.50 ($24.95 to subscribers). 
Novels, 1886-1888: The Minister's Charge. 
April Hopes. Annie Kilburn. William Dean 
Howells. Ed. by Don L.. Cook. Library of Amer-

ica, 1989. $35 ($24.95 to subscribers). 
Language, Race, and Social Class in 
Howells's America. Elsa Nettels. Univ. of 
Kentucky, 1988. $23. 
The Mask of Fiction: Essays on W. D. 
Howells. John W. Crowley. Univ. of Mas­
sachusetts, 1989. $27.50. 
Realism, said Howells, is achieved by the 

writer "who attempts to report the phrase and 
carriage of every-day life, who tries to tell just 
how he has heard men talk and seen them 
look"; and that is exactly what Howells tried to 
do and mostly succeeded in doing, as this ex­
cellent book shows. His characters reveal their 
social class, moral status, and general worth 
by their vocabulary and idiom. Unhappily, the 
verisimilitude of Howells's realism came into 
conflict with his humane liberalism: the di­
alect of his blacks, for instance, carried invid­
ious implications of ignorance and stupidity; 
the speech of his aliens cast doubt on their 
"Americanism." "To study the language of 
Howells's characters is thus to see the contra­
diction at the heart of a society that pro­
claimed itself democratic; it is also to see the 
contradiction at the heart of Howells's concep­
tion of the American realist, whose office was 
to unite people in recognition of their common 
humanity, but also faithfully to reveal a 
society in which language elevates some peo­
ple above others and so belies the ideal of 
equality." 

Nettels has something to say about each of 
the works so far published by the Library of 
America, showing how, in each, language, 
idiom, and colloquialism reveal character and 
the author's intention. April Hopes explores 
the differing linguistic styles of Boston, New 
York, and Washington, revealing the difficulty 
of fixing moral accents in these cities. Most in­
teresting is The Minister's Charge, the first of 
Howells's novels to be built on an extensive use 
of dialect to enforce an awareness of class lines 
in the contrast between provincial New En­
gland and upper-class Boston. The novel 
shows, says Nettels, "that language, by which 
people convey their feelings and thoughts to 
each other and affirm their hopes in eventual 
unity and equality, is also a divisive force, ex­
posing differences and creating barriers, 
which, so long as the differences exist, cannot 
be completely overcome." 

The Library of America, having now pub­
lished two volumes of Howells's work, with a 
third in preparation, is to be commended for 
starting what may become a revival of the 
writer who was celebrated by his contempo­
raries as "the foremost analyst of American 

society." 
Crowley contributes to that revival, calling 

Howells a major minor writer, the essential 
middleman between Henry James and Mark 
Twain. Of his nine essays, four are biographi­
cal and five examine the late novels in which 
Howells engages in "a process of psychological 
self-healing" and explores his interest in psy­

chic phenomena. 

Collected Works: Wise Blood. A Good M a n 
Is Hard to Find. The Violent Bear It Away. 
Everything That Rises Must Converge. 
Stories and Occasional Prose. Letters. 
Flannery O'Connor. Ed. by Sally Fitzgerald. 
Library of America, 1988. $35 ($24.95 to 
subscribers). 
Not only does the Library of America cele­

brate in its publications the classic writers of 
America, it confers classic status on others less 
permanently established, of whom O'Connor, 
who died in 1964 at age 39, is one. Although 
some readers may be puzzled, if not occasion­
ally repelled, by her intricate explorations of 
Roman Catholic theology, especially in the 
grotesqueries of her novels, nobody can ques­
tion the distinction of such stories as "The Ar­
tificial Nigger" and "Good Country People," or 
the polemical significance of "The Catholic 
Novelist in the Protestant South." Few writers, 
if any, have assumed more original positions in 
religious fiction than O'Connor. 

Frederick Crosson 

The Examined Life. Robert Nozick. Simon & 
Schuster, 1989. $21.95. 
This book is a concatenation of reflections on 

27 deeply human concerns, including parents 
and children, reality, happiness, darkness and 
light, religion, and emotions. The discussion 
shows us not what to think but how to begin 
thinking about such things. Nozick unfolds 
images, analogies, and inferences, and he 
achieves a genuine sense of conversing with 
the reader. The discussion is more cumulative 

than it seems at first: themes reappear, are 

elaborated, and recede again. This is an un­
usual book from a prominent philosopher in 
the academy, and it is highly recommended. 

Jean-Paul Sartre: Hated Conscience of 
His Century. John Gerassi. Univ. of Chicago, 

1989. $19.95. 
This first volume of a biography ("autho­

rized") takes the account up to the liberation of 
Paris in 1944. The book is less comprehensive 
than that of Cohen-Solal (about which it says 
many unkind things) and much more aggres­
sively political (cf. the subtitle). It profits from 
the author's personal relation to Sartre and 
from a chatty, brash, anecdotal style: it might 
have been subtitled "Sartre as I knew him." It 
suffers from these same qualities. But Sartre 
was an extraordinarily influential thinker and 
writer in this century, and a complex person, 
so it is good to have new perspectives. 

Adam, Eve and the Serpent. Elaine Pagels. 

Random House, 1989. $8.95. 
The title is a bit misleading, because the ser­

pent is barely mentioned and the subject is not 
Genesis 2-3 but the way in which the inter­
pretation of Genesis changed as the political 
context of early Christianity changed. Pagels's 
argument, presented here for the general 
reader rather than the scholar, is that at first 
the coming of the Kingdom was understood to 
be linked with moral autonomy and egalitari-
anism, but that Augustine's novel conception 
of original sin transposed each of these into its 
opposite. Coincidentally, Christians were 
passing from being a persecuted political mi­
nority to being the dominant religious group of 
the empire, so Augustine's interpretation 
meshed with the change. Along with ad homi-
nem arguments there are judicious observa­
tions and, withal, a challenging thesis. 

Quiddities: A n Intermittently Philosophi­
cal Dictionary. W. V. Quine. Harvard, 1987. 
$20. 
When a philosopher of capacious mind and 

incisive economy of expression browses at lei­
sure on subjects that interest him—from lan­
guage to logic and science, from alphabet to 
zero, from language drift to Godel's theorem— 
one can be sure of both learning and enjoying. 
With wit and assertion, terseness and expan-

(continued on back cover) 

American Scholar 
A Companion for Summer... 

Wherever you plan to go this summer, take along The American Scholar This quarterly 
journal is so well-written, so interesting, so diverse in its choice of topics that it remains today, 
after almost sixty years of publishing, more widely read, more influential than any other 
journal in its field. Among the articles featured in the forthcoming Summer 1990 issue are "A 
Gathering of Family: A Memoir," by William Holtz, "Multiculturalism E Plunbus Plunbus," by 
Diane Ravitch; "Guadalcanal," by Matthew Stevenson; and "See Naples and Die," a long 
poem by Anthony Hecht 

To begin a year's subscription, just complete and return the coupon below The Summer 
issue will be mailed in early June 

The American Scholar / Department 13 
1811 Q Street N.W. / Washington, D C, 20009 

Please enter my subscription to The American Scholar (delivery of first issue 6-8 weeks) 

D 1 year $19 ($18 payment with order) Name 

• 2 years $34 ($32 payment with order) 

D 3 years $48 ($45 payment with order) Address 

Add $3 per year for Canadian and foreign Qjjy 
postage 

• Payment enclosed 7? Please bill me State ZIP 

SPRING 1990 7 

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



Recommended Reading 
(continued from page 7) 
siveness, a book for leisure reading and the 
play of intellect. 

Explaining Behavior. Fred Dretske. MIT, 
1988. $22.50. 
One of the cutting edges of controversy and 

research in the mind-body problem is the rela­
tionship between psychological and biological 
accounts of behavior, between motivational 
and causal accounts. Do we initiate (and thus 
explain) behavior, or is our behavior nested 
into the whole determined network of physical 
causes? The seemingly irreducible difference 
of these perspectives has led to attempts to re­
duce the former to the latter in various ways. 
In a very clearly written book, Dretske at­
tempts to show that reasons can be causes, 
thus ecumenically resolving the tension. Even 
if you aren't persuaded, it's a vigorous work­
out. 
The Rebirth of Classical Political Ration­
alism. Leo Strauss. Univ. of Chicago, 1989. 
$14.95. 
A posthumous selection by Thomas Pangle 

of five published and five previously unpub­
lished essays by the controversial but undeni­
ably keen and influential political thinker. 
Divided between classical writers on the one 
hand and medieval and modern subjects on the 
other (including an article on Heidegger), the 
essays exhibit Strauss's central concerns: a 
reading alert to strata in the text, the differ­
ence of ancients and moderns, the ineradicable 
tension between philosophy and religion. 
Worth reading. 
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OBK Visiting Scholars Announced for 1990-91 
(continued from page 1) 
Britain, 1948-1968; Schooling for All: 
Class, Race, and the Decline of the Demo­
cratic Ideal; and Working Class Forma­
tion: Nineteenth-Century Patterns in 
Western Europe and North America. 

Steven F. Maier, professor of psychol­
ogy, University of Colorado at Boulder. 
Editor since 1982 of Learning and 
Motivation, he served as consulting edi­
tor of the Journal of Experimental Psy­
chology: Animal Behavior Processes from 
1974 to 1985. H e is one of the originators 
of the concept of learned helplessness. 

David Pimentel, professor of insect 
ecology and agricultural sciences, Cor­
nell University. Past president of the 
eastern branch of the Entomological So­
ciety of America and a fellow of the Cana­
dian Entomological Society, he serves on 
the editorial boards of Agriculture Eco­
systems and Environment Journal and 
Ecological and Economics Journal. 
John H. Schwarz, Harold Brown Pro­

fessor of Theoretical Physics, California 
Institute of Technology. Recently chosen 
a MacArthur fellow and a fellow of 
the American Physical Society, he was 
awarded the Dirac Medal in 1989 by the 
International Center of Theoretical Phys-

The Origins of the Mithraic Mysteries. 
David Ulansey. Oxford, 1989. $24.95. 
In the 2d century Mithraism was more wide­

spread than Christianity in the Roman Em­
pire, but its origin and explosive growth have 
always been somewhat obscure. Here is a fas­
cinating and, to me, completely persuasive 
scholarly detective story whose argument is 
that Mithraism takes its rise from the dis­
covery of the precession of the equinoxes by 
Hipparchus around 120 B.C. The evidence— 
biographical, historical, astronomical, artis­
tic— is presented and built on bit by bit. 
Among the most interesting results is an ex­
planation of the famous Mithraic image of the 
slaying of the bull. 

ics. H e has played a central role in the de- 4jk 
velopment of superstring theory and has ^ P 
written two books on the subject. 

A n n e Firor Scott, W . K. Boyd Profes­
sor of History, D u k e University. Past 
president of the Organization of Ameri­
can Historians and the Southern Histor­
ical Association, she is the author of The 
Southern Lady; Women in American Life; 
The American Woman: Who Was She?; 
One Half the People; Women and Men; 
and Making the Invisible Woman Visible. 

Neil J. Smelser, University Professor 
of Sociology, University of California, 
Berkeley. H e is a fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, a m e m b e r 
of the American Philosophical Society, 
and the author of Economy and Society, 
Social Change in the Industrial Revolu­
tion, Theory of Collective Behavior, The 
Sociology of Economic Life, and other 
works. 

Stanley J. Tambiah, professor of an­
thropology, Harvard University, and cu­
rator of South Asian ethnology, Peabody 
M u s e u m . Past president of the American 
Association for Asian Studies, he has 
done extensive field work in Sri Lanka 
and Thailand and is the author of Sri 
Lanka: Ethnic Fratricide and the Dis­
mantling of Democracy; The Buddhist 
Saints of the Forest and the Cult of Amu- gt 
lets: A Study in Charisma, Hagiography, ^ B 
Sectarianism, and Millenial Buddhism; 
and other works. 

H . Barbara Weinberg, professor of 
art history, Queens College and the 
Graduate School, City University of N e w 
York. She is the author of The Decorative 
Work of John La Farge; The American 
Pupils of Jean-Leon Gerome; and The 
Lure of Paris: Nineteenth-Century Amer­
ican Painters and Their French Teachers. 
She is a m e m b e r of the editorial board of 
American Art Journal. 
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