
Harvard Graduate Student Wins

2000-01 Sibley Fellowship
Jenny Lefcourt, a 1992 graduate of

Cornell University, has won Phi Beta

Kappa's Mary Isabel Sibley Fellow

ship for 2000-01. Now a Ph.D.

candidate at Harvard University liv

ing in Paris, she will use the award to

complete work

on her disserta

tion, "Keeping

Watch on Lei

sure: French

Cinema as 'Pari

sian
Populism,'

1920-1939."

The fellowship,

which was es

tablished by a

bequest in 1934

to aid young Jenny Lefcourt

women scholars, provides a stipend of

$20,000.

In 2001 the Sibley fellowship will

be offered for studies in Greek. Can

didates must be unmarried women

who are between 25 and 35 years of

age and hold the doctorate or have

fulfilled all the requirements for the

doctorate except the dissertation.

They must be planning to devote

full-time work to their project dur

ing the fellowship year beginning in

September 2001. Further informa

tion and application forms may be

obtained by writing to the Sibley

Fellowship Committee, Phi Beta

Kappa, 1785 Massachusetts Ave.

NW, Fourth Floor, Washington, DC

20036.

Society to Change Schedule for

Sustaining Membership Appeals

In order to save money and staff

time by consolidating itsmailings, Phi

Beta Kappawihmail SustainingMem

bership appeals to allmembers of the

Society for the 2000 - 01 membership

year in late Septem

ber and October, re

gardless of previous

membership renewal

dates, SecretaryDoug
las Foard has an

nounced. Contribu

tions of members

during the spring and

summer months have

been credited for the 1999-2000

membership year. Contributions re

ceived this autumn wih keep sustain

ing members current until Septem

ber 2001.

Sustaining Membership contribu

tions provide more than one-third of

the annual operating budget of the

Society. The Visiting Scholar pro

gram, the pubhcation of the Key
Reporter and theAmerican Scholar,

and the work of the Records Depart

ment adding 15,000 new member

records each year and

keeping current the

w/ addresses of our

500,000 members-

depend, to a large

extent, upon the suc

cess of the Sustaining

Membershipmailings.

Since the beginning
of the Sustaining Mem

bership appeals in 1939-40, the So

ciety has mailed a single solicitation

letterwith a single follow-up piece, if

necessary, but the mailings have

been staggered through the aca

demic year, on a geographic basis.

CONTINUED ON PACE 16
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First $BK Poetry Contest
Rescheduled for 2001

The Phi Beta Kappa poetry com

petition originally planned to be

launched this autumn, with awards

to be made at the <I>BK Senate ban

quet in December, has been resched

uled as a stand-alone event for next

year.

Robert Farnsworth, poetry editor

of theAmerican Scholar, and staff of

the national office wih formulate

award guidelines, with the assistance

of a committee of distinguished po

ets. The award is being underwritten

by a $75,000 grant from the Joseph

and May Winston Foundation of

Scarsdale, N.Y. Details wih appear in

a future issue of the Key Reporter.
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Princeton Professor to Give Banquet Address, Chicago Businessman to

Receive Award at Triennial Council in Philadelphia

When Phi Beta Kappa holds its 39th

triennial Council in Philadelphia on Oc

tober 19-22, Natalie Zemon Davis, Henry
Charles Lea Professor Emerita of History,

Princeton University, will deliver the Sid

ney Hook lecture, a highlight of the

banquet on October 21 . Her topic will be

"The Heroine in
History."

The Sidney
Hook Award of $7,500 underwrites a

lecture by a scholar who has had exten

sive and distinguished experience in

undergraduate teaching, has published

research that contributed to the ad

vancement of his or her academic dis

cipline, and has demonstrated leader

ship in liberal arts education.

The Phi Beta Kappa Senate'sAward for

Distinguished Service to the Humanities

will be presented at the opening of the

plenary session of the Council on Oc

tober 20. The recipient is Richard J.

Franke, a Chicago businessman who

serves on the board of directors of the

Chicago Lyric Opera and the Newberry

Library and is one of the founders of the

Chicago Metro Fair, a humanities and

arts event.

The Phi Beta Kappa Fellows have

scheduled their annual meeting to coin

cide with the Council in Philadelphia.

Opening Symposium

The Council proceedings will open

with the late-afternoon symposium at

which Leroy S. Rouner, professor of phi

losophy and religion at BostonUniversity,

and Catharine R. Stimpson, dean of the

Graduate School of Arts and Science at

NewYork University, will speak. The full

Council, the legislative body of Phi Beta

Kappa, will meet in general sessions on

October 20, 21, and 22. The Council

consists of <1>BK senators, past presidents

of the Society, and delegates from the

chapters and accredited associations.

New Chapters and Officers

The council will vote on the Senate's

recommendations for the establishment

of several new chapters and will elect

officers for the next triennium. Nomi

nated for president is Joseph Gordon,

dean of undergraduate education, Yale

University. Nominated for vice presi

dent is Niall W. Slater, professor of

classics and director of the Center for

Language, Literature, and Culture at

Emory University.

Senate Nominations

Nine senators at large and three district

senators will be elected for six-year

terms. The nominees for at-large seats are

as follows (asterisks denote senators

nominated for reelection):

Bruce R. Barrett, professor of physics,

University of Arizona; Catherine W. Ber-

heide, professor of sociology, Skidmore

College; John P. Birkelund, senior ad

viser, Warburg Dillon Read; "Allison

Blakely, professor of European and com

parative history, Howard University;

*Eloise E. Clark, vice president of aca

demic affairs and professor of biological

sciences, BowlingGreen State University;

Patricia A. Graham, president, the Spen

cer Foundation; "Werner L. Gundershei

mer, director, Folger Shakespeare Li-

Joseph Gordon,

nominatedforpresident

brary; Michael S. Harper, I. J. Kapstein

Professor of English, Brown University;

'Judith F. Krug, director, Office of Intel

lectual Freedom, American Library Asso

ciation; Lawrence Lipking, Chester D.

Tripp Professor of Humanities and pro

fessor of English, Northwestern Univer

sity; Kurt Olsson, clean, College ofLetters

and Science, LIniversity of Idaho; Robert

L. Patten, Lynette S. Autrey Professor of

Humanities, Rice University; Peter Stan

sky, Frances and Charles Field Professor

of History, Stanford University; and

*Burton M. Wheeler, professor of En

glish and religious studies, Washington

University.

One senator is to be elected from each

of the following districts:

New EnglandDistrict: Louis M. Gue-

nin, lecturer on ethics in science in the

Department of Microbiology and Molec

ular Genetics, Harvard Medical School,
and Don J. Wyatt, professor of history,

Middlebury College.

South Atlantic District: Harvey E.

Klehr, Andrew Mellon Professor of Poli

tics and History, Emory University, and

John W. Kuykendall, professor of reli

gion, Davidson College.

South Central District: Charles H

Adams, associate dean, College of Arts

and Sciences, University ofArkansas, and

John Churchill, vice president for aca

demic affairs and dean of the college,

Hendrix College.

Nominating Committee

Four persons are to be elected to the

Nominating Committee from the follow

ing slate for the term ending in 2006:

Frederick J. Crosson, Cavanaugh Distin

guished Professor Emeritus of Humani

ties, University of Notre Dame; Claire

Gaudiani, president, Connecticut Col

lege; Neil Harris, Preston and Sterling

Morton Professor of History, University

of Chicago; David W. Hart, professor of

English and associate dean of the gradu

ate school, University of Arkansas; Free

man A. Hrabowski III, president, Univer

sity of Maryland, Baltimore County; and

Stephen J. Trachtenberg, president,

George Washington LIniversity.

The Nominating Committee was

chaired by Virginia R. Ferris, professor of

entomology, Purdue University.

2gS
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Niall Slater,

nominatedfor vice president
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What Made Pericles a Leader?

By Philip Stadter

Editor's note: LastNovember, Phi Beta Kappa sponsored aprogram on "Leadership
and Character

"

for 1,200 high school students and advisers attending the annual

conference of theNational Honor Society in Washington, D.C. Historian Garry Wills

opened thepresentationswith a briefdiscussion ofGeorge Washington as an example

of leadership and courage. The following presentation by Philip Stadter ftfBK

Princeton University, 1958), Falk Professor in the Humanities and professor of

classics at the University ofNorth Carolina, Chapel Hill, was also popular with the

audience.

This Phi Beta Kappa Forum is a

special occasion to consider those

indefinable qualities that we call

leadership and character. However inde

finable, both leadership and character are

evident in George Washington's life. By

looking back atWashington today, we are

trying to discover for ourselves how we

can nourish leaders in our time. Despite

the many good men and women in pol

itics, in business, and in the professions,

we know that our times, our problems,

our dreams needmore and better leaders.

And so we turn to a great man of former

times for some lessons in leadership.

The great Greek biographer Plutarch

did the same thing, and I think the lessons

he found are useful for us as well. Plu

tarch lived under the Roman Empire, and

had seen the effect of disastrous leader

ship in the tyrannies of the emperors

Nero and Domitian, and the savagery of

civil war. He decided to look to the

famous leaders of Greek and Roman his

tory, not to escape his own times, but to

seewhat they might teach. In the end, he

wrote almost 50 biographies of states

men, looking for their strengths and

weaknesses.

One statesman described by Plutarch,

Pericles of Athens, seems especially ap

propriate for our times. Pericles hved at

the height of his city's power, when the

Athenian democracy dominated the Ae

gean with its navy, and built the beautiful

buildings on the Acropolis from the trib

ute of their subject cities. Athens was a

democracy, and Pericles had to be

elected to office each year. He could be

voted out at any time, and if theAthenians

were really dissatisfied, they could put

him on trial and dismiss him at once. As

a leader, he had to stay in touch with the

voters.

In setting out the life of Pericles, Plu

tarch saw two outstanding leadership

qualities: honesty and self-control. His

honesty we can understand, and can

judge without difficulty: Despite the po

sition of power he held as elected leader

vi**'

of the wealthiest state in Greece, we are

told, he died no richer than his father.

This integrity gave Pericles a credibility

that no other politician of his day could

match. Whatevet his reasons for advocat

ing one policy or another, the Athenians

knew that he himself did not expect to

gain financially from his policy.

Self-control is a less common trait,

worth considering more closely. It might

be called self-possession, or impulse con

trol, or keeping cool. The self-controlled

person feels emotions, but keeps them

always under rational control. Great ath

letes have the gift ofplaying intensely and

with great emotion, but always remaining

in control. Every leader needs self-con

trol, but especially in politics. How did

Pericles show self-control?

First, he put upwith criticism.
Pericles'

self-control meant not becoming enraged

and vindictive at the attacks of his ene

mies. Pericles was mocked unmercifully

by the comic writers of his day. They
called him

"onionhead"

(I don't know

what that means, but it can't be
compli-

In setting out the life of

Pericles, Plutarch saw two

outstanding leadership
qualities: honesty and self-

control.

mentary). They claimed that he had sex

with Athenian matrons who came to the

Parthenon construction site, behind the

scaffolding. They called
Pericles'

mis

tress, Aspasia, a common prostitute. Yet

Pericles did not allow these attacks to

change his pohcy. He had the exceptional

character to endure the slashes of polit

ical satire and invective, and even to

respond with humor.

Second, Pericles didn't try to destroy

his enemies. Self-control means not pur

suing political rivalry at the expense of

the good of the people. Once, Pericles

managed to have a rival temporarily ex

iled at that time, a good way to get

'*

power in the city for himself. But when

Athenian troops were called out to light,

and that rival's supporters fought and

died loyally and bravely, Pericles listened

to the public outcry of sympathy for his

opponent and proposed that he be re

called from exile. To avoid further polit

ical battles, he negotiated a deal whereby

each man could work separately for the

good of the city, he as political leader, his

opponent as commander of the war

against Persia.

The struggle to win, to get ahead, and

to hold office is an essential part of

politics; withoutwinning, politicians can

not implement their policy. But true

leaders put the good of their country

above political rivalry and their own

ambition Good leaders don't go for the

jugular.

Third, self-control means using good

means, not just any means, to win polit

ical power. Each leader appeals for pop

ular support, but how they appeal distin

guishes good leaders from bad. When

pressed by his

rivals, Pericles

came up with

a popular pro

gram to cre

ate jobs and

beautify the

city at the

same time

the building
program that

created the

Parthenon and

the other won

ders ofAthens.

His opponents denounced this lavish

spending of public money, but
Pericles'

political maneuver created monuments

of lasting beauty. Pericles was a good

leader because he didn't try to win at all

costs, but won support in ways that

would enhance his city, not simply pay off

the voters.

Fourth, self-control means resisting ir

rational popular pressure stronger per

haps in a democracy than in any other

form of government.
Pericles'

greatest

example of refusing to bow to pressure

concerned not his pohtical enemies but

his friends and supporters. It happened

like this:

Athens'

success led to conflictwith the

traditional leader ofGreece, Sparta, and a

war broke out berween the two cities. On
Pericles'

advice, the Athenians decided

not to engage the excellently trained

Spartan army directly, but to use their

own superb navy to land troops on un

defended coasts in Spartan territory.

CONtlNUED ON PACE 4
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PERICLES

CONTINUED FROM PACE 3

However, the Spartans tried to force the

Athenians to fight by invading Athenian

territory and ravaging it, to within a few

hundred yards of the city walls, burning

crops and hacking at vines. The Athe

nians, wealthy and poor alike, were furi

ous They wanted to protect their prop

erty', and demanded that Pericles lead

them out to drive the Spartans from their

farms and vineyards.

Pericles refused. He kept the Athe

nians bottled up within the walls for the

month that the Spartans stayed in Athe

nian territory. Friends and enemies alike

called him a coward and traitor. But he

stuck to a rational pohcy his words

were, "It is better for trees to be cut down

than
men"

and he did not allow the

Athenians'

emotion tomove him. Pericles

acted like an experienced sea-captain,

Plutarch wrote, a captain who, when a

storm strikes at sea, ignores thewailing of

his terrified passengers and, with expert

seamanship, steers his ship safely

through the danger. Pericles kept his

cool, andwas able to resist irrational fears

and desperate hopes, and for this, Plu

tarch considered him a leader.

Yet Plutarch recognized that Pericles

was not perfect. He had divorced hiswife

and lived with a mistress. He drove dis

tinguished men into exile. Most impor

tant, he supported the war against Sparta

when it might have been possible to

negotiate a peace. His opponents, angry

at his power with the people, called him

a tyrant. The Spartans denounced him for

enslaving Greek cities. Moderns add that

he, hke most other Greeks, was a slave

owner.

Pericles'

claim to leadership rests not

on his private life or on any particular

policy, but on his ability first, to control

his personal desires and aim for the good

of the community, and second, to resist

mob feeling and chart a rational course.

In the 20th century we have seen too

many leaders who thought
that only they

had the right answers. Some of them even

called themselves "Leader": Fiihrer,

Duce, Caudillo. Self-control based on a

disdain for others can lead to a tyranny

like that of Stalin, which executes ene

mies and represses all opposition. In

stead,
Pericles'

self-restraint allowed him

to negotiate with political enemies, and

when he was expelled from office by the

Athenians, to leave peacefully until they

begged him to return a few months later.

His self-control made him a true leader.

What was behind
Pericles'

amazing

self-control? For Plutarch, the answer lay

in his association with philosophers,

from whom he learned music and sci

ence, aswell as philosophy. Such training

taught him to appreciate harmony and

proportion, to look beyond surface phe

nomena to underlying truths; to trust in

reason rather than emotion.

George Washington learned his ex

traordinary self-control on the frontier,

through setbacks in his career, and

through rigorous self-discipline. We are

told that he had a hot temper, which, like

Pericles, he held tightly in check. His

refusal to enter into party battles allowed

him to persevere through the Revolution

ary War and the struggles of founding a

new nation, to emerge as a leader of the

whole country.

Do we have such leaders now? Look at

the leaders here in Washington, in our

states, in our businesses. Look especially

at yourself. Ask yourself how you are

training yourself to control your emo

tions, to resist destructive rivalry, and to

make your goal the common good, not

your own success. If there is anything to

learn from George Washington and from

Pericles, it is that we should use our

education, in school, in university, and in

life, to gain the self-control necessary to

a true leader. H

Four More <BK Panelists

Present Symposium for

Presidential Scholars

In its continuing effort to familiarize

high-achieving high school students with

Phi Beta Kappa before they go to college,

Phi Beta Kappa took another four-mem

ber panel to Georgetown University in

late June to discuss leadership and

character before several hundred stu

dents, parents, and teachers participat

ing in the Presidential Scholars pro

gram. The program brings top achievers

from high schools all over the country

to the White House-sponsored events

in Washington.

Remarks by panelist Catherine Rudder,

executive director of the American Polit

ical Science Association, in defense of

politics, politicians, and the art of com

promise sparked a particularly lively col

loquy with the students in the question

period. Other panelistswere Grae Baxter,

dean at Mount Vernon College; Edward

Smith, director of American studies at

American University; and JohnM. Taylor,

a biographer and historian.

Phi Beta Kappa has been invited to

present another symposium for the Pres

idential Scholars next year.

The
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The New York Times

from the Summer issue ofTHE AMERICAN SCHOLAR,

"The paper, the ink, the cover whatJohn Updike called 'the charming little

clothy box of the
thing'

this is not something e-book makers care about.

They dismiss such observations with the buzz phrase 'books as
furniture.'

They admire books for technical reasons, though: books never
crash."

D. T. Max, "The Electronic Book
"

The

AMERICAN SCHOLAR

1785 Massachusetts Avenue. N.W., Fourth Floor

Washington, DC 20036

(800) 821-4567

Please enter my subscription to T H E AMERICAN SCHOLAR.

? I year $25 ($24 payment with order) Q 2 years $48 ($46 payment with order)

? Check enclosed Bill my D Visa ? MasterCard ? Diners Club

Account No. Exp. Date

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

Allow 6-8 wcelu for delivery. Add $3 per year for Canadian/foreign postage. Dept. KR SU004.

"''' ::.
','.

'
'

'.. mA

THE KEY REPORTER j

'.4lBn
'

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



Census 2000: Politics and Statistics
By Margo Anderson and Stephen E. Fienberg

The United States launched its 22nd

decennial census this past spring

amid much patriotic hoopla, a bar

rage of media coverage, and some very

sharp political criticism. In late June,

anticipating problems with the core enu

meration, the bureau followed with its

Accuracy and Coverage Evaluation (ACE)

survey, a program that has been the focus

of political and legal controversy. Bureau

officials plan to use the ACE results to

adjust the 2000 census results. Will that

effort be successful, and will the contro

versy over sampling and the census finally
die down?

Some History
We owe the peculiar American institu

tion of the decennial census to the Found

ing Fathers and the federal Constitution

of 1787. When the leaders of the Amer

ican Revolutionmet in Philadelphia in the

summer of 1787 and decided to appor

tion seats in the new House of Represen

tatives among the states "according to

their respective
numbers,"

they invented

a fundamental new instrument of repub

lican government. But how was the pres

ident to be elected and how were repre

sentatives to be allocated among the

states? The U.S. government of the late-

18th century had trouble raising taxes

and making decisions, in part because

representatives in the Continental Con

gress voted by states, and the states were

of very disparate sizes and populations.

So the framers devised the census, a peri

odic count of the population and conse

quent redistribution of House seats and

economic tesources to reflect the relative

sizes of the populations of the states.

The framers realized that counting the

population would be hard to do because

even in the 18th century the countrywas

big, diverse, and growing rapidly. The

count needed to be done using uniform

national procedures so that it would be

deemed fair to everyone, because losers

in the population growth game, like

those who lose elections, have to con

cede power to the winners. Whereas

House members would be elected every

2 years, the president every 4 years, and

senators every 6 years, the census was put

on a 10-year cycle. The census is an

essential element of the American polit

ical system, which must be seen as fair

and equitable to the variety of political,

regional, and demographic communities

of the nation.

i*V

How Accurate Is the

Census?

In 1990 the political officials who over

saw the census loudly trumpeted that the

census accurately counted 98.4 percent

of the residents of the United States. This

misrepresentation of the accuracy of the

1990 census has taken on mythical pro

portions. The reality is that approxi

mately 10 percent of the people in the

countrywere not properly counted, with

the omissions in some locations being
"balanced"

by erroneous enumerations

and other counting errors elsewhere

Moreover, the burden of being missed in

the census fell disproportionately on

members of minority groups blacks,

Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Ameri

can Indians. Statisticians, demographers,

and survey experts who evaluate census

methodology expect errors of a similar

order of magnitude in Census 2000.

Only once in the history
of the Repubhc was the

census so challenged that

it was not used for its

intended purpose.

The Census Bureau discovered the

differential undercount of minorities in

the 1940s and has meticulously docu

mented it in every census since. The

bureau has worked to develop methods

to supplement the enumeration and im

prove the count using a carefully con

ducted and executed sample survey. Af

ter the census enumeration process was

completed inJune of this year, the bureau

carried out the ACE survey of over

300,000 households in randomly selected

blocks across the nation. It will use the

survey results to correct the raw census

counts for both omissions and erroneous

enumerations.

Who could oppose better census num

bers for the nation? The answer is, polit

ical officials who believe that their inter

ests are not best served by a more

accurate count. They point to the consti

tutional language demanding an "actual
enumeration,"

and claim that sampling is

unscientific and can be manipulated. Yet

every federal court that has reviewed the

matter over the past decade has argued in

support of this use of sampling, and every

group of scientists assembled to review

census methodology has supported the

broad structure of the Census Bureau's

plan for the use of sampling to supple

ment the count. This use of sampling not

only should produce more accurate cen

sus numbers for a wide range of purposes,

but also serves to control census costs,

which have almost tripled since 1990.

Pohtics and the Census

The technical debate over the best way to

produce themost accurate census counts

has been overshadowed by a political

debate over who wins or who loses as a

result of correcting the differential under

count of minorities. The curious feature

of the current debate is the fact that the

sampling methods that the Republicans

in Congress now rail against were the

product ofCensus Bureau planning in the

Bush administration early in the decade.

Moreover, Republicans who would oth

erwise demand fiscal responsibility are

willing to expend billions of extra dollars

on the census, even though there is scant

evidence that increased spending will

improve the accuracy of the count for
"hard-to-count"

groups.

Nor are the Democrats in Congress

without blame in this controversy. They
have exaggerated the effects of the cen

sus errors, large though they may be, in

much the same way that the Republicans

have tried to minimize them. By the time

the census was officially launched in

mid-March, there was evidence that the

poisonous debate challenging the validity

of "statistical
sampling"

was affecting

public understanding and reaction to the

census in new and unforeseen ways.

Conservative commentators, especially

those on radio talk shows, challenged the

census, particularly the detailed ques

tions on the census long form, as an

invasion of individual privacy. The gov

ernment has no right, in this view, to ask

how many bathrooms a household has.

Nor should the census inquire into in

come, or race, or disability status.

Census officials reacted with some sur

prise to this response to the census,

because the actual questions on the cen

sus have been fundamentally the same for
decades. The officials noted that the long
form goes to only about one in six

households. They explained that Con

gress approved the overall subject matter

of the 53 questions on the long form and

the 8 questions on the short form three

years before the count, and the actual

questions two years before the count. They
assured the public of the strong procedures

in place to protect the confidential nature

of individual census forms.
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CENSUS 2000
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None of this reassured the critics of the

form. In late March 2000, Republican

presidential candidate George W. Bush

and Senate majority leader Trent Lott ex

pressed sympathywith those who thought

the questionswere intrusive, and indicated

that they opposed prosecuting peoplewho

didn't answer the questions. The Senate

passed a nonbinding resolution supporting

the end of penalties for not answering

census questions. Bureau officials warned

that such criticism of the censuswould lead

to lower response rates and could under

mine the quality of the data. Political offi

cials quickly responded that they wanted

Americans to fill out the basic questions on

the form and send it in, but the bureau

reported that although the response rate

was 67 percent for the short form, it was

only 55 percent for the long form.

As census enumerators fanned out

across the country to follow up

with those households that failed

to return their census forms, two

questions stood out: Will the po

litical furor over the census ham

per the follow-up process and

thus lead to greater errors than

those in 1990? And will the Cen

sus Bureau be able to close the

gap between the response rates

for the long and short forms?

howmuchwas at stake. Becausewe can't
"constitute"

Congress or the electoral

college without the census, ways were

found to maintain credibility in the cen

sus and get the job done.

Nevertheless, it remains to be seen

whetherwe will as a nation agree that the

22nd census is successful. Only once in

the history of the Republic was the cen

sus so challenged that it was not used for

its intended purpose. That was after the

1920 count, when Congress let stand the

1910 House apportionment until 1932.

The 1920 census provided strong evi

dence of demographic trends that were

not to the liking of the Republican ma

jority, and they could not muster support

for any specific reapportionment bill. In

the 1920s, Congress argued fruitlessly
about apportionment formulas, counting

procedures, the size of the House, and the

population to be counted. Meanwhile,

the population distribution continued to

diverge from the distribution of power in

A Bit More

Census History
Census officials have responded

to claims that the census is an

invasion of privacy before. In

early 1940, for example, Sen. Charles

Tobey challenged the new question on

income on the 1940 census He also

claimed that census enumerators were

political appointees who could not be

trusted to protect the privacy of individ

uals, and encouraged people to refuse to

answer the question. The Census Bureau

responded by printing a separate form for

the income question which the house

hold could mail back rather than return to

the enumerator. In the late 1960s, Rep

Jackson Betts introduced legislation and

held hearings challenging the intrusiveness

of the questions on the long form and

proposed making the census voluntary.

The proposed legislation was debated in

Congress and discussed extensively in the

media, but ultimately failed.

The long history of census taking has

many such examples, but we no longer

dwell on them because, like the framers,

census officials and Congress realized

Stephen E. Fienberg Margo Anderson

the House. The looming constitutional

crisis was averted in 1929, when Com

merce Secretary Herbert Hoover became

president. Hoover called Congress into

special session and put sufficient pressure

on recalcitrant members of his party to

pass a census and reapportionment bill

for the 1930 census.

Some Recommendations

There have been two debates over Cen

sus 2000, one technical and one political.

The technical debate has focused on how

we should measure the errors inherent in

census taking and the errors associated

with the statistical tools proposed to

correct for the shortcomings of the enu

meration process. It is here that sampling

and adjustment have risen to the fore, but

disagreements remain over many techni

cal details. The political debate is about

which party wins or loses in the alloca

tion of seats in the House of Representa

tives, and in the drawing of political
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boundaries for congressional districts

and for state legislative districts. The two

debates have been joined because politi

cians have looked to technical arguments

to bolster their hopes for political gain.

The political paralysis that followed

from the reapportionment stalemate of

the 1920s ultimately led Congress to

delegate authority over census taking to

the bureau in 1929. Perhaps the time has

come to do the same thing again.

Currently, authority for taking the cen

sus and for using sampling to improve the

count rests with the secretary of com

merce, a political official. In a political

maneuver in June, the secretary of com

merce announced a proposed regulation

delegating authority over the use of sam

pling to adjust the census to the bureau

director and his senior technical staff. The

regulation is designed to keep the next

administration from reasserting control

over the adjustment decision after the

November election. If the Republicans

regain the presidency this fall,

they would have to tescind the

regulation if they wished to reas

sert the authority of the mcoming

commerce secretary ovet the ad

justment decision in early 2001.

We need legislation to insulate

the Census Bureau from efforts at

political manipulation and re

store to it the authority tomanage

the technical details of how to

fulfil] the constitutional mandate

for a census. Census taking is an

inherently statistical activity, and

to do it well in the context of

modern society may well require

the use of sampling and othet

statistical tools. The use of sampling to

improve the
"traditional"

census enumer

ation process should not be apartisan issue

but a professional decision based on pro

fessional expertise and judgment. This ex

pertise resides largely in the Census Bureau

and in the professional groups that regu

larly advise it.

Allowing the Census Bureau to focus

on its technical statistical job will not

remove either the census or the census

results from the public eye or from the

political process. But if we did so, we

truly could expect a more accurate set
of

census counts at a reasonable cost. I

Margo Anderson f<t>BK, Bucknell University,

1966) isprofessor ofhistory at the University

of Wisconsin Milwaukee. Stephen E. Fien

berg is Maurice Falk University Professor of

Statistics and Social Science, Carnegie Mellon

University. He lectured on the census during

the 1999-2000 academic year as a Phi Beta

Kappa Visiting Scholar. They are coauthors of

Who Counts? The Politics of Census-Taking in

Contemporary America (Russell Sage, 1999)-
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Life Outside Academe

By Andrew and Wendy Pfrenger

Editor's note: The e-mail to the Key Reporter was from a couple of Peace Corps

volunteers in "a small town a little north and east of Vladivostok.
"

The two recent

Phi Beta Kappa graduates ofFlorida State University briefly described their life in

the Russian Far East as English and ecology teachers before adding, "When we get

home at night and sit down to yet another meal ofborsch andpotatoes, it's always

a pleasure if a package from home has arrived with a Key Reporter in it. It's a

connection back to the world ofAmerican life and scholarship . Thank youforgiving

us stimulating articles to inspire us and intriguing book reviews to tantalize us.

Whatfollows is theyoung couple's response to our invitation to write a piece for

the newsletter, e-mailed between power outages on visits to Vladivostok in June.

In our last year in Tallahassee, where

Andy was attending Florida State Uni

versity, we decided to apply to the

U.S. Peace Corps.Wewere planning to be

married after his graduation in May, and

hoped to join the Corps late that summer.

We wanted an adventure, we wanted to

experience another culture, and we had

a vague notion of doing something good

in the world. Andy loved Russian litera

ture and wanted to read it in the original.

Right before our wedding we were

offered assignments in Russia in July,

leaving us with a shortened honeymoon,

a quick move, and long drives to visit our

families before we left America. It was a

crazy but wonderful few weeks, and we

didn't really have much time to think

about what to expect. All we knew was

we'd be going to the Russian Far East a

place we associated vaguely with tigers,

snow, and the Russian mafia. Just before

we left, we sat in Andy's
parents'

Miami

house, with palm trees outside the win

dow, looking at a picture of old ladies in

wool shawls selling frozen blocks of milk

in Irkutsk. It was hard to imagine our

selves in that picture.

After meeting with the 39 other Peace

Corps trainees in Philadelphia, we drove

toNewYork and caught a plane fromJFK

airport. After 19 hours in the air, our first

sight ofRussiawas ofuninterrupted fields

and forests, looking a lot like pictures of

Ireland lush, green, and rolling. At

Vladivostok airport there were no build

ings in sight and no little baggage cars

and men hustling about beneath planes as

you expect to see in America. In fact, it

looked as ifwe had landed in a vacant lot.

The only thing that reminded us of an

airport was an overturned, rusted-out

airplane decaying next to the runway.

On the bumpy bus ride from the air

port intoVlad, we passed crumbled build

ings, fallen fences, and cottages (dachi)

made of odd scraps of tin and wood. We

were all high on jet lag, bananas, and the

carbonatedwater we'd been given at the

airport. Our shockwas heightened by the

fact that we couldn't read the signs, all

written in Cyrillic.

At first our group stayed in a hotel on

the outskirts ofVladivostok, to acclimate.

We quickly attracted the attention of

many kidswho, having been raised on the

images and music ofAmerica, were eager

tomeet us. They knew no English and we

knew very httle Russian. We spent eve

nings on the steps of the hotel singing

songs together, learning how to commu

nicate with each other. Andy and a few

other guys played basketballwith some of

the young boys. Then, with some diffi

culty, we taught them how to play
Fris-

Wendy Clarke Pfrenger c$BK, FSU,

1998) andAndrew Pfrenger f<t>BK,

FSU, 1999).

We . . . have learned to work

with what we had available.

This means saving every

scrap of paper, cardboard,

and anything else for future

projects. Because good texts

can seldom be found, we

have to write our own.

bee, and they invited us to their disco

theque.

After a pleasant week of simple lan

guage classes and fun, we moved to our

host families and began a rigorous two

months of training at the Marine College.

Most of us were assigned to be English

teachers, either at the university or in

secondary schools, but we had a couple

of business volunteers and one ecologist.

Experiences varied with each host

family and volunteer, butmost of us were

stunned by the generosity and warmth of

our hosts. We were embraced, kissed,

shown the family picture albums, given

tours of the city, and servedmultiple cups

of tea. Our "Mama
Tatyana"

sat with us at

everymeal and watched as we ate borsch,

soups, rice, potatoes, kilbasa, and fresh

vegetables until we could hardly gasp

out, "Ya nayelca I'm
full."

A typical weekday of training began at

8:00 a.m. with three hours of Russian

language training. From there we would

go to the cafeteria and decide whether

we would eat the soup and mystery meat

(which was mostly onion), or go to the

little shop and buy a typical American

lunch (Snickers and Coke) for about 16

rubles. After lunch there were endless

teacher training sessions. By the end of

the day there was httle time left for

socializing. We would squeeze in time to

play soccer with some local kids or head

down to the bluff near the sea.

Vladivostok is often portrayed as a sort

ofmafiaWildWest, and it's true that New

Russians, as they're called, can be seen

with their cell phones, SUVs, and con

spicuously expensive clothes driving
around the dingy apartment buildings

and laundry-hung streets. For more of us

volunteers, Vlad is as close to America as

we can get for the two years of our

service. It has restaurants and movie

theaters, semi-reliable utilities, and the

best range of food and clothing found

anywhere in the Far East, aside from

Khabarovsk and Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.

Though the beaches are littered and the

water is polluted and cold, our best

memories of Vladivostok are of sipping

CONtlNUED ON PACE 7

7
*rJ>

.

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



LIFE OUTSIDE ACADEME
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Baltica beer after classes and watching

the sunset across the beautiful bay, with

the purple and gray ridges lit softly over

the deep-blue water.

After our twomonths in Vlad, wewere

sent out to our sites to begin work. Our

assignments were in Arsenyev, a town

about 300 kilometers northeast of Vladi

vostok, in a broad, flat valley between

mountains of the Sikhote-Alin range. This

is the heart of the Primoryan taiga, where

the Ussuri (Siberian) tiger ranges. Arse

nyev was once a
"closed"

town to which

even Russians could not travel without

family or business reasons. The town's

two factories produced military equip

ment, including the famous Black Shark

helicopters thatwere used in the invasion

of Afghanistan. They are still producing

them today, although the factories work

at a much reduced rate, making mostly

consumer goods. Stalin built Arsenyev in

the 1950s, and his telegrams are still

displayed in the town museum.

Today, Arsenyev has a severe unem

ployment problem. Many residents work

in Vladivostok, visiting their families on

weekends when they can. Some have

begun small businesses of their own; little

stores constantly pop up and disappear

again in town. Othet residents have been

unable to find work and can be seen on

benches, in bars, in stairwells, passing time.

Upon our arrival in Arsenyevwe were

greeted by our landlords, Raisa and Pavel.

Aswe attempted to adjust from the life of

training, surrounded by otherAmericans,

to our new life alone in Arsenyev, Raisa

and Pavel gave us a good dose of Russian

culture. Our first night they came in the

door without knocking or ringing, and

immediately began fussing over what we

would eat, how we would live, and

whetherwe would be warm enough. We

fielded questions like, "Do American

women really never cook?You only eat at

restaurants,
right?"

and "Who won the

Great Patriotic
War?"

[WWII] Correct

answer:
"Russia."

Forever burned in our

minds will be the fiery taste of our first

shot of samagon, the equivalent of

moonshine. Pavel distilled a large batch

of it in our bathroom to prepare for his

60th birthday party, which was to be held

in our apartment. Sure, it was rough at

first and we had never expected to be

drinkingmoonshine but we got used to

it, like everything else here (washing

clothes by hand, eating potatoes for din

ner almost every night, and experiencing

sporadic hot water, brown water, and

more potatoes). In Arsenyev samagon is

the preferred beverage for all occasions,

even at morning sports events.

We work at two different secondary

schools,Wendy at School No. 7 andAndy
at School No. 8. Both of us team-teach

with colleagues as well as teach our own

optional classes after school. We are

pleasedwith the results so far. Aside from

teaching ourselves how to teach and

juggling a hectic and unreliable schedule,

we have accomplished many things.

Teaching in Russia is no easier for us than

it is for the Russian teachers. There is a

severe shortage of materials, good text

books, warm buildings, and money. We,

like ourRussian counterparts, have learned

to work with what we have available. This

means saving every scrap of paper, card

board, and anything else for future projects.

Because good texts can seldom be found,

we have to write our own. Because we

have no photocopiers, we share books or

write out copies by hand. All this is bur

densome, but it doesn't seem to stifle the

enthusiasm of the teachers. They and the

students are always eager to listen and learn

from our experiences.

The first snow fell in

October, and snow kept on

falling until mid-April. . . .

We've begun a club for Arsenyev's

English teachers to foster cooperation

and share knowledge among teachers at

different schools, as well as to give them

a chance to practice their English. Many
were skeptical about the project, because

the English teachers here are notoriously

reluctant to speak around each other and

protective of their own methods and

resources. Prestige is gauged by student

success in town and regional contests,

and no teachers want to give away their

secrets for success. But the club has had

solid attendance so far, and those who

come are very enthusiastic.

The first snow fell in October, and

snow kept on falling until mid-April this

year a long winter even for this part of

Russia. Snow didn't affect city utilities,

however, which turn on and shut off

according to their own schedule. For

example, the heat, which is centrally

controlled and not adjustable, was not

turned on until the second week of

November And when the factories ran

out of fuel in mid-January, the coldest

time of year (temperatures ranging from

25

C or so in the day to C or so

at night), everything was turned off: no

hot water, no heat, and only intermittent

electricity for the next two months.

Out of concern for our health, our

friends and neighbors brought us fresh-

baked pastries, jam, and preserved vege

tables they had grown themselves. We

wore four or five layers of clothes, drank

lots of tea and borsch, and stayed muffled

up in bed as much as possible. Our kitten

constantly cried to be in the bed or in our

clothes, and when we weren't home she

slept in a sweater. The winter holidays

were prolonged to allow students to stay

home, where it might be warmer (many
people have wood stoves at their dachi);

later, on days when too many students

were too ill to attend school, school was

canceled.

We were impressed with the commit

ment of those who did come to school,

and who stayed after regular classes to

attend our optional classes and write in

notebooks with stiff fingers. We often

taught in the dark, with fur coats and hats

on. We won't admit the condition of our

laundry when we finally got hot watet

again in mid-March.

Aside from surviving, we've kept busy
both visiting and having visitors. During
our first three weeks in Arsenyev, we

were invited out about three times a

week. Although the invitations have

slowed down a httle, the pressure is still

pretty steady. We also enjoy the custom

of just dropping in on friends. Most

people don't have phones, so they just

come by, drink tea, and chat. Friends and

acquaintances often come by our house

with guitars at odd hours ofmorning and

night, and it's been pleasant to learn to

stop whatever work we're doing and

simply relax and listen to them sing.

Russian can be a very melodic language,

and in the minor keys of the music,

whether one understands the language ot

not, the syllables themselves seem to

embody the -winter, birches, companion

ship, and human determination ofwhich

the songs so often speak.

We've celebrated the three biggest

holidays of the year. For Russian New

Year, the town square was decorated with

several ice sculptures, a church, a dragon,

a bear, a giant, all of them equipped with

ice slides for children and adults to enjoy.

Grandpa Frost (Russian Santa Claus) and his

granddaughter, Snow Maiden, visited

houses with gifts, and could be seen stroll

ing on the town square together. New

Year's is a festive time in Russia, with lots

ofeating and gift giving, somewhat like our

Christmas, but without the rush of shop

ping. There is simply a very good feeling in

the air, and the normally somber Russian

faces become brighter.

OnWomen's Day, concertswere given

at all the schools for thewomen teachers,

and the male teachers served tea and
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cakes. Men and boys gave girls and

women of all ages small presents and

flowers often pussywillows. And on

Victory Day, the town warmemorial was

heaped with red flowers and wreaths in

memory of those who died inWorld War

II. Veterans in uniforms liberally swathed

in medals solemnly observed the chil

dren's dances, military band, and folk

singers, while everyone else enjoyed the

Caucasus Mountains version of shish-

kebabs (shoshlik) and ice cream.

In addition to ourwork as teachers, we

are both working on secondary projects

within our schools. School No. 7, which

would like to establish a program to aid

children with emotional and learning
disabilities as well as childrenwith family

problems, is working with Wendy to

apply for a grant to get training and

equipment for this center so that it can

begin operation in the fall of next year.

Both of us are also working with

Andy's Russian counterpart to develop

supplementary texts. This is important

because many of the texts available to

English teachers are badly written, incor

rect, or Communist-biased. Some simply

use outdated language from the very early

20th century. In an essay for a recent

contest one of our students included the

statement that "an English gentleman

would never be seen on the street with

out his top hat and walking
stick."

The

student and her teacher expressed shock

to hear that this style no longer prevails

in England.

This summerwe wih teach some extra

classes for teachers and students and

spend some time with kids at the orphan

age and maybe teach them some En

glish. Another project we are working on

is setting up an English resource center at

School No. 8. A resource center would

provide the teachers ofEnglishwith good

texts, literature, maps, and the countless

other things that are important to teach

ers of a foreign language. Of course all of

these projects face many hurdles, espe

cially here in the Russian Far East This is

what makes our work challenging, and

what successes we have in the end wih

make our time here the most rewarding.

We have come a long way since the

plane touched ground last July. Our first

impression was grim that the architec

ture and cleanliness of places out here

compare unfavorably with most Ameri

can inner-city areas. But having been in

the Russian Far East almost a year now,

we pay a lotmore attention to the charm

ing wood carving on cottages and to the

flowers and green spaces that are tended

faithfully by children and grannies in every

Squat? Not!!
By Morris A. Nunes

Squatter. In American Law. One who

settles on another's land, particularly

public lands, without legal authority. A

squatter can never gain [good] title to

land regardless of how long he holds

possession. Black's Law Dictionary, p.

1575 (West, 1951).

Cybersquatter. In American Law.

[One who engages in] The registration,

trafficking in, or use of a domain name

that is identical or confusingly similar to a

trademark or service mark of another. . . .

Anticybersquatting Consumer Pro

tection Act, 2(1) (US. Congress, Aug. 5,

1999).

No doubt, many readers have heard

tales of enterprising Web denizens who

purchased domain
names*

expecting to

resell the names at a profit. Some of the

more diabolical bought domain names

incorporating well-known and lesser

known names of companies, celebrities,

and organizations, apparently figuring

that the names could effectively be held

for ransom because all those companies,

celebrities, and organizations would nat

urallywant to have the URL that included

theit names, as well as the brand names

of their products, publications, and ser

vices.

Imagine being an information sys

tems vice president in a major com

pany and discovering to your horror

thatwww.Yourcompanyname.com is not

available for registration because some

one else has registered it. Now imagine

'The domain name is the URL (Universal

Resource Locator) address bywhich aWeb site

is accessed. For example, www.pbk.org is Phi

Beta Kappa's principal domain name.

For Phi Beta Kappa, the new

[Anticybersquatting] law has

been a welcome instrument

for maintaining the integrity

of its name and trademarks.

Morris A. Nunes is legal counsel to

Phi Beta Kappa.

that, as you fire up your computer and

plug in the LIRL that should rightfully be

bringing people to your own home page,

it takes you to a Web site filled with

pornography, orworse, to the home page

ofyour most virulent competitor or critic.

Now imagine trying to explain all this to

your company's president and board of

directors.

Until the Anticybersquatting Act, be

ing a vice president in such a positionwas

at best a scary and frustrating prospect.

Now, thanks to the act, the World Wide

CONTINUED ON PACE 10

town. There is much beauty to be found

here. The nature of the taiga is unique and

wonderful. But more than any natural

phenomenon, the most beautiful aspects

of living here are the people and culture

that survive despite the hardships.

We have been welcomed in Russia and

treated as honored guests. Our lives here

are less and less about teaching, and more

about learning. We own fur hats (shapki)

and coats, and many pairs of wool and

dog-hair socks, a couple of them the gifts

of concerned
students'

mothers. We are

accustomed to doing our laundry by hand

and watching it freeze on the line. Wendy

knows the word for
"raisin"

now and no

longer has to make a fool of herself

describing the process ofdrying grapes to

fascinated store clerks. We can drink

moonshine without wincing and speak

Russian without making others wince.

We can sing Russian folk songs, but we

still have to work on our dancing.

This is a rich and fascinating culture,

with a complexity that we have only

begun to explore. With another year left

to us, we hope to further our apprecia

tion and understanding of the Russian

culture and character, and maybe leave

behind a sense that Americans aren't all

like the people in the soap operas. We

understand already that we'll be leaving
behind some of the most remarkable,

warm-hearted people we know.
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Web is a different and bettet place. Here's

how:

Fundamentally, if the domain name

was chosen with a "bad faith intent to
profit,"

the act lets the trademark owner

stop the use of the domain name and

recover the greater of actual damages or

statutory damages up to $ 100,000, aswell

as attorney fees and costs of suit. A "bad

faith
intent"

can include the offer to sell

the domain name fot "valuable consider
ation"

back to the trademark owner, or an

"intent to divert consumers from the

mark owner's online
location"

to anothet

site "for commercial gain or with the

intent to disparage the mark, by creating
a likelihood of confusion as the source,

sponsorship, affiliation or endorsement

of the
site."

If the errant domain-name registrant

cannot be found to be served with a

lawsuit (a not uncommon situation, es

pecially with foreign registrants) the

trademark owner can bring an in rem

action, in which one literally sues against

the domain name itself. The victorious

trademark owner is then entitled to a

court order for forfeiture or cancellation

of the domain name, so that at least the

damages will be halted, if not fully recov

ered.

From a historical perspective, this act

is somewhat unusual and may break new

ground. In the past, trademark rights

were focused on a particular "stream of

commerce"

(a term also interpreted to

include the fields of nonprofit activities).

Multiple users of the same name could

(and still can) get registrations for similar

trademarks. However, if the
users'

prod

ucts or services are in the same stream of

commerce, or if there are othet reasons

to find a "likelihood of
confusion,"

then

only the first user is entitled to tegistration.

For example, the name Cadet could be

registered by one company for a deter

gent and by another for a software pro

gram. The reasonable consumer would

not anticipate that one company would

both manufacture detergents and sell

software.

This notion that it is the view of the

reasonable consumer that carries the

most weight is one of the unique at

tributes of trademark law. Although it is

the organization that applies for protec

tion of its trademark, the primary goal of

trademark law is to protect the public

from being deceived about who is really

the source of the goods, services, or

activities. Protection of that source is a

secondary goal. But the beauty of the

system is that the primary motivation of

the source helps to make the system

largely self-policing. Someone infringing

on another's trademark is then liable to the

owner of the trademark for the infringe-

ment. (That someone may also be liable for

fraud to all the consumers who were

cheated, although such cases are rare.)

As the world plunged into the infor

mation age, Congress reconsidered pro

tection of the public and the source and

recognized that some trademarkswere so

well known that latecomerswho adopted

a famous mark for seemingly unrelated

products, services, and activities created

a risk of devaluation for the trademark

owner and confusion for the consumer.

The technical term adoptedwas that such

latecomers
"diluted"

the famous mark.

Consequently, in 1995, Congress

amended the ttademark laws to permit

owners of famous trademarks to enjoin

others from using a confusingly similar

mark, regardless of the stream of com

merce. And if the latecomer's adoption

was with the intent to take advantage of

the goodwill, reputation, or renown of

the famous mark, attorney fees could be

recovered, as well as any damages actu

ally incurred.

The 1995 amendment was historic,
first, for recognizing that times had

changed to the point that deemphasis of

stream of commerce as the touchstone of

trademark law was at last warranted. It

was then not such a radical step for

Congress to recognize just four years later

that further changes in the communica

tions environment validated extending

that concept to less-than-famous marks in

certain circumstances.

It is also worth noting that the trade

mark infringement does not need to be

a precise copying, only imitation to the

point at which the threshold of likely
public confusion is crossed. Hence,
under the new law, www.FiBaytaKapa.org

would be as open to attack as the correct

spelling.

For Phi Beta Kappa, the new law has

been awelcome instrument formaintain

ing the integrity of its name and trade

marks. Just the prospect of a lawsuit

under the act has been enough to bring
cybersquatters to their senses. Even as

this is written, that instrument is being
wielded for the third time for the Society
with apparent success.

For the moment, it looks as if the most

obvious of cybersquatters have been

stopped. But new suffixes are adopted

from time to time, creating new oppor

tunities for squatting and for parlaying a

lack of scruples into a bounty of cash. If

you discover someone squatting on a Phi

Beta Kappa trademark, please contact the

national headquarters.

Eternal vigilance is an imperative of

trademark ownership. Cybersquatters may

still be lurking, but just like squatters of old,

they can never gain good title.

More Multigeneration Phi Beta Kappa Families

(People who have reported having at least three members ofPhi Beta Kappa in their family.)

Three siblings: Alan Elms, Pennsylvania State University,

I960; Vernona Elaine Elms, George Washington University,

1971; and Elena Elms, University ofKentucky, 1976; and Alan's

daughter, Heather Elms, University of California, Berkeley,

1988.

Russell Ranson and his nephew, John Austin Ryan, Duke

University, 19.31 and 1965; John's son, William Stubbs Ryan,

Wesleyan University, 1997; John's cousin and Russell's grand-

nephew, Ryan PatrickAllen, College ofWilliam and Mary, 1997.

Gertrude Tomson Fortna, University of Nebraska, 1924; her

son, Robert Tomson Fortna, Yale University, 1951; and his

daughter, Virginia Page Fortna, Wesleyan University, 1989.

Sol J. Fisher, City College ofNew York, 1932; his sister, Hilda

10 !,i

Fisher Marx, Hunter College, 1943; and her daughter, Alison

Marx, University of Pennsylvania, 1985.

John William Spaeth Jr., Haverford College, 1917, and his

grandchildren: Rebecca ZeiglerMano, Brown University, 1987,

and Jonathan Hollick Neumann, University of North Carolina,

Chapel Hill, 1990.

Ralph Murray Havens, Duke University, 1941; his sons:

Murray Clark Havens, University of Alabama, 1953, and Harry

Steward Havens, Duke, 1957; and a daughter-in-law, Frances

Jones Havens, Duke, 1956.

Rose SelkisMahan, Saint Lawrence University, 1957, and her

daughters: Erin Rose Mahan and Bryna Judith Mahan, Furman

University, 1991 and 1997.
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Letters too the Ediitor

'Teaching in
Oakland'

Iwould like to thankMolly Ness for her

excellent article about her first-year

teaching experience in Oakland, Calif.

(Key Reporter, Spring 2000). The article

is both poignant (it brought tears to my

eyes) and inspiring. Poignant because I

know many children in difficult family
and living situations whom society too

easily dismisses as lazy, criminal, prob

lematic, and beyond hope; most teachers

have given up on these children because

the issues surrounding them can be so

overwhelming. Inspiring, because I am

reminded that there are still people with

the strength, determination, and will to

believe in these children.

I admire her courage and honesty in

openly sharing her self-doubts, and agree

that her questioning of her commitment

will help her to persevere where othets

have failed. I encourage her to keep her

faith in the innate desire and ability of all

children to learn, as she embarks on her

second year of teaching.

Some day I would like to see the pages

of the Key Reporter graced with photos

and stories of successful Phi Beta Kappa

members who are from places like Roos

evelt Middle School. This will never hap
pen without teachers like Molly Ness.

Sarah Bland, Seattle, Wash.

Please let Molly Ness know how much

I appreciate and empathize with her

report on the realities, both about the

world and about ourselves, that this type

of volunteer work reveals to so many of

us who, straight out of school, embrace

such work but cannot realistically con

tinue without support.

Whether I was amiddle-school English

teacher inJapan, middle-schoolJapanese-

language teacher in the United States, or

nonprofit volunteer inAsia, I felt the same

frusttation of being there to serve but

having little means to do it.

I agree with Beate Sirota Gordon,

quoted in the same issue ["Life Outside

Academe"], that today's graduates should

work in such organizations, but bywhom

and how are we seriously taught what to

expect and how to survive the inevitable

disillusionment, much less fuel our pas

sion into a profession afterwards? It's the

"what's
next?"

for all of us Mollys out

there that I hope someone further along

the same path will address.

Thanks for what you do for us.

Molly Baumgardner, Fair Play, S.C.

I found the article by Molly Ness heart

warming, in that at so young an age she

has found what it has taken me decades

to discover. Until my retirement two

years ago, I was a staff member at the

LJniversity of Arizona for some 30 years,

taking time out when I turned 40 to enter

the university as a freshman. The high

light of my undergraduate career was

being inducted into Phi Beta Kappa at the

tender age of 44.

Now, as a member of Tucson Literacy

Volunteers, I work two days a week at an

accommodation facility tutoring high

school students. The young people who

attend this school are on parole under the

Arizona Department of Juvenile Correc

tions. They have found it impossible to

attend regular public school for various

reasons. Many of these adjudicated juve

niles have little of the basic literacy skills

they need to get a job. Getting a high

school diploma is an important first step,

and volunteer tutors can help.

Just as Ms. Ness found, there are frus

trations chipping away at our idealism. I

prepare lessons for kids who don't show

up, don't care, or say "I
can't"

or "I

won't."

However, there are also young

people who leave the school with their

diplomas and hope.

I urge those interested in the future of

our youth to get involved withmentoring

thosewho need it most. Themorewe can

help at-risk children, no matter the grade

level, the better the future for us all.

Betty Milleson Fink, Tucson, Ariz.

Two Key Stories

Can you stand yet another key story? As

a transfer student at the University of

Colorado, I had tomake up a lot ofcredits

that the university would not accept,

since they were in music, a school sepa

rate from the College of Arts and Sci

ences. In June of my senior year, 1942, I

had completed allmymajor requirements

and honors courses but was still two

credits shy. Two classmates and I were

passed over in June but elected to Phi

Beta Kappa in the summer. We were told

that we had to be initiated wherever we

were going next.

I arrived in New Haven to do my M.A.

with every expectation that Yale would

initiate me, but I was informed that

because Yale College was all male, they

were not ready for me to attend the

ceremony. A few weeks later I received

from Phi Beta Kappa a heavy package that

contained all the keys for the entire

Colorado chapter. I dutifully removed my

key and shipped the rest on to Boulder. If

there is a secret grip, I do not know it.

As time went on I entered the Japanese

Language School in Boulder, not, as in so

many cases, because I had read about it in

the Key Reporter but because jobs in

German were scarce and returning to

Boulder had its appeal. There I met my

future husband, D. Norton Williams

(<hBK, Haverford College, 1939), and we

laughed over the possibility of having

earrings made for me from our two keys.

Now that I have inherited the key of my

older sister, Nan Siegfried Doughty (Stan

ford University, 1930), perhaps a neck

lace?

Marylou Siegfried Williams, Walling

ford, Conn.

The stories about <J>BK keys remind

me of an unusual occurrence in the

mid-1980s in the Boston area. My hus

band and I had stopped at an ice cream

store after watching the annual running

of the Boston Marathon. A teenager next

to us in line wore quite a collection of

gold chains and charms. My husband

immediately noticed that one was a Phi

Beta Kappa key. He asked the fellow

where he got it and was told "pawn

shop."

My husband asked if it had any

printing on the back and was told "some

name."

My husband thought, from a

quick glance, that the name looked like

"Amy
Stoddard,"

but the fellow flipped it

back and left as the clerk called his

number. I called Phi Beta Kappa and told

them about the incident. I was told that

no Amy Stoddard appeared in the Soci

ety's records.

I subsequently stopped to inquire at

two pawn shops in Boston, both ofwhich

gave me the same answer when I showed

themmy key: "We take them in but don't

display them. We give the kid $20 and

then call the cops. They assume the keys

were taken in a housebreak, so they take

the kid's address and phone number and

give us back the
$20."

I'm curious as to whether the pohcy is

the same at pawn shops in other parts of

the country.

Ruth Pragnell, Maiden, Mass.

Scholars'

Lecture Schedule

Thank you for keeping me informed

about and inspired by the Society's peo

ple and activities. I offer a suggestion to

inspire even greater support: Include the

schedule and location of Visiting Schol
ars'

lectures in the Key Reporter, so that

members can attend lectures near our

homes.

Karin Costello, Santa Monica, Calif.

Editor's note: Each autumn. Phi Beta

Kappa'sWeb site lists the Visiting
Scholars'

schedules;
the}'

are updated on theweb site

as changes occur.
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RECOMMENDED READING
BOOK COMMITTEE

Humanities: Svetlana Alpers, Michael Griffith,

Robert P. Sonkowsky, Eugen Weber

Social Sciences: Thomas McNaugher, Josephine Pacheco,

Anna J. Schwartz, Larry J. Zimmerman

Natural Sciences: Jay M. Pasachoff, Russell B. Stevens

12

Russell B. Stevens

Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion

in the Fullness of Life. Stephen Jay
Gould. Ballantine, 1999. $18.95.

As to the science-vs.-religion issue,

Gould argues that the two are best dealt

with as distinct bodies of thought and

thus of analysis and debate. For each he

suggests the term magistertum and for

both the acronym NOM4 (nonoverlap-

ptng maglsterta). Then, with character

istic erudition and appealing rhetoric, he

goes on to defend the view that the two

can, and indeed should, remain comfort

ably distinct from each other. In this

respect, the reader is reminded, in some

detail, that "the saga of attempts by
creationists to ban the teaching of evolu

tion, or to force their own fundamentalist

version of life's history into science cur

ricula ofpublic schools, represents one of

the most interesting, distinctive and per

sistent episodes in the cultural history of

twentieth-century
America."

Origins of Genius: Darwinian Per

spectives on Creativity. Dean Keith

Simonton. Oxford, 1999. $27.50.

Although substantial portions of this

book will be of special interest mostly to

those with a background in the social

sciences, much wil] appeal to biologists

per se and to general readers. As a bit of

general orientation, it might prove help

ful to start with the brief chapter 7, titled

"Darwinian Genius: The Future of an

Idea,"

in which the author inserts a

summary of the key issues addressed in

the book proper. The body of the text

includes a generous sprinkling of helpful

anecdotes that
exemplify' the points being

made, and a useful comparison of creativity

in the arts with that in the sciences.

The Birder's Bug Book. Gilbert
Wald-

bauer. Harvard, 1998. $27.95.

The helpfully informal flavor of the

material in this book is reflected in such

chapter titles as "Bugs That Birds
Eat,"

"The Bugs Fight
Back,"

"Bugs That Eat

Birds,"

"The Birds Fight
Back,"

and so on.

One finds here a wealth of straightfor

ward information about both birds and

insects, and their complex interactions

P1

with each other. For readers especially

interested in insects, the author has pro

vided a concise "Brief
Guide"

to insects

generally. There is also a well-written com

mentary on the tragedy of the widespread

loss of diversity throughout the world's

fauna and flora. And overall the reader is

reminded of the staggering diversity and

complexity of the organisms that have

resulted from eons ofDarwinian evolution.

Lucy's Legacy: Sex and Intelligence in

Human Evolution. Alison Jolly. Har

vard, 1999. $29.95.

In several ways Jolly has, in my view,

fashioned here a rather remarkable book.

She has, for example, authoritatively ex

amined the full sweep of evolution over

an incredible span of time without letting

her own professional specialty, primatol-

ogy, overshadow other aspects of the

story. She hasmanaged to enliven the text

with good-humored asideswithout seem

ing to grope for them. And she has a

writing style that leaves the reader with

the feehng of having had an informal

conversation with a remarkably erudite

but unassuming friend. If it be true, as

recently asserted elsewhere, that "the

United States is the only developed coun

try where a great many people who

consider themselves educated dismiss

Darwinian
thought,"

Lucy's Legacy

should help to remedy this regrettable

situation appreciably.

Fhght Maps: Adventures with Nature

in Modern America. Jennifer Price.

Basic Books, 1999. $24.

A sprightly look at various aspects of

our changing attitudes toward what we

tend to think of as Nature, especially as

our culture becomes increasingly me

chanical and complex. As background,

perhaps, the author reminds us of the

incredible story of the passenger pigeon,

of the decades during which "birds were

hats,"

and of the saga of the plastic pink

flamingos. She gives us, also,
good-

humored yet perceptive critiques of

present-day Nature as reflected in shop

ping malls, TV nature programs, and

popular culture. If the reader, from time

to time, feels just a bit foolish, so be it.

Mind of the Raven: Investigations

and Adventures with Wolf-Birds.

Bernd Heinrich. HarperCollins, 1999.

$25.

In sharp contrast to the current dom

inance of such technology-driven sectors

of the research enterprise as molecular

biology, Heinrich and his colleagues prac

tice what might be called field biology. At

what must often be considerable discom

fort, even real risk, they study the behav

ior of ravens in the wild as well as in a

variety of "hands
on"

experiments of

their own contrivance. As for the book

itself, in some two dozen comparatively

brief chapters, Heinrich summarizes one

by one his findings and interpretations on

such topics as cooperation, communica

tion, foraging, prestige, tolerance, recog

nition, and intelligence. He states his

views forthrightly but doesn't force the

issue and, not infrequently, acknowl

edges that "your guess is as good as

mine."

Whatever else, the raven comes

across as a most remarkable bird!

Editor's note: These reviews by Rus

sell Stevens, a former staff officer at the

NationalAcademy ofSciences, are the

last ofmore than 400 he wrote before

retiring from the KeyReporter's Book

Committee in June after a quarter-

century of dedicated service to Phi

Beta Kappa. Upon retiring, he volun

teered that his all-time favorite among

the books he recommended is Garrett

Hardin's Living within Limits.

Our new reviewer of books in the

life sciences is Germaine Cornelissen,

co-director of the Halberg
Chronobi-

ologyCenter, University ofMinnesota.

She holds several degrees, including a

Ph.D. in physics, from the Free Uni

versity of Brussels.

Jay M. Pasachoff

The Invisible Universe. David Malin.

Bulflnch, 1999. $60.

DavidMalin, the world's premier
astro-

photographer, has used the telescopes at

Siding Spring, Australia, to photograph

the sky and the objects in it. In this

oversize volume, he processes the images

in three colors to reveal the beauty of the

firmament better than ever.

An introduction by Timothy Ferris puts

the work in context before Malin ex

plains the types of astronomical objects

in view. Each section begins with an

ancient star chart showing beautifully

engraved historic constellation figures

from Johann Elert Bodes 1801 Urano-

graphia. Each of Malin 's descriptions is

accompanied by a few lines ofverse, such

as, "Many a night I saw the Pleiads, rising

gpfHE KEY^REPORTER
4www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



through the mellow shade/Glitter like a

swarm of fireflies tangled in a silver

braid,"

from Tennyson's "Locksley
Hall."

Pope, Updike,Milton, Dante, and Spenser

are among those represented. (1 avoid

quoting Whitman's "Learned Astrono

mer,"

because the attitude of the poem is

so antiscientific.) Smaller historical illus

trations, as far back as Piccolomini's atlas

of 1540 and as recent as an occasional

Hubble Space Telescope image, are in

cluded.

TheOrionNebula, the HorseheadNeb

ula, the Rosette Nebulae, the Jewel Box

star cluster, and many other objects from

both northern and southern skies are

revealed in tremendous glory.

Mapping and Naming the Moon: A

History of Lunar Cartography and

Nomenclature. Ewen A. Wlntaker.

Cambridge Univ., 1999. $39.95.

When Galileo first looked at the Moon

with his primitive telescope in 1609, he

saw the same blotches that some others,

notably Thomas Harriot in England, were

observing. But Galileo 'was surrounded by
the Renaissance in Italy and had artistic

training. As the art historian Samuel Y.

Edgerton has shown, Galileo used his

understanding ofchiaroscuro to interpret

the shadings on the Moon as smooth

regions, still called maria ("seas"), and as

craters with rims that cast shadows.

Whitaker, a planetary astronomer, be

gins this masterly work long before Ga

lileo's day, with "man on the
moon"

descriptions from Plutarch in the first two

centuries A.D. and Albertus Magnus in

the 13th century. The book contains

beautiful maps and over 100 black-and-

white images made over many centuries

from Galileo's time to the present.

A fascinating final chapter shows how

the Apollo missions to the Moon and

related uncrewed missions required hun

dreds of new names for lunar features.

This work was controversial, and the

author, perhaps the world's foremost

expert on lunar nomenclature, was ex

cluded from the power structure. His

frustration still shows. Decisions taken

then continue to reverberate, as space

missions explore distant planets and their

moons, all requiring new names.

As I write, the NEAR Shoemaker or

bital mission is finding many craters on

the asteroid Eros, and names must follow.

The Cassinimission will surely findmany

new features to be named on Saturn's

moonswhen it approaches them in 2004.

Whitaker's book will appeal to planetary

scientists, classical scholars, art
histori

ans, rare-book lovers, and readers inter

ested in human interaction among scien

tists.

Josephine Pacheco

No Constitutional Right to Be Ladies:

Women and the Obligations of Citi

zenship. Linda K Kerber. Hill and

Wang, 1998, $25; 1999, paper, $14.

In 1873 the Smith sisters of Glaston

bury, Connecticut, unlikely rebels, an

nounced that because they could not

vote they would not pay taxes. While

legal challenges wound their way

through the courts, one sister died and

the remaining sister reported she was left

with nothing except two cows, which

she named Taxey and Votey. The Smith

story is one of several that Kerber uses to

illustrate a question of fundamental im

portance to all Americans:What is a right

and what is a privilege? She discusses a

woman's right to own property, to vote,

to serve on juries, and to serve in the

military, and although she concentrates

on women's efforts to achieve justice,

Kerbermakes it plain that these issues are

important for all Americans.

We are not likely to forget Abby and

Julia Smith or Gwendolyn Hoyt or Pauli

Murray or Ruth Bader Ginsburg, or Ker-

ber's conclusion that, indeed, women

have "no constitutional right to be
ladies"

but do have a right to be equal members

of the body politic, sharing both the

duties and the privileges of citizenship.

Mary Ann Shadd Cary: The Black

Press and Protest in the Nineteenth

Century. Jane Rhodes. Indiana Univ.,

1998, $39.95; 1999, paper, $18.95.

Mary Ann Shadd Cary, a 19th-century

African American, was truly a trail-blazer.

Born free in Delaware, she joined run

away slaves who had fled to Canada,

believing it to be somewhat more accept

ing of blacks than the United States.

There she opened a school and became

the first African American female to edit

a newspaper. Struggling to raisemoney to

support both the paper and the school,

she encountered prejudice so severe that

only a woman of iron will would have

survived.

During the Civil War she returned to

the United States and became an unlikely

recruiter for black regiments. After set

tling in the District of Columbia, she

served as a school principal and became

a member of Howard University's first

law school class. Alas, she died in pov

erty.

It is good to have a biography ofShadd

Can', an important figure in American

and Canadian histoty, but in chronicling

her life, the author presents a distress

ing and, I fear, all too accurate picture

of rivalry, in-fighting, and back-biting in

the world of antislavery.

The Life andWork ofMartinJohnson

Heade: A Critical Analysis and Cata

logue Raisonne. Theodore E. Stebbins

Jr. Yale, 2000. $75-

When Theodore E. Stebbins Jr. at

tended Harvard, there were no classes in

American painting, reflecting a disdain

for the development of an American

culture. Fortunately, Stebbins perse

vered, and this beautiful book demon

strates his wisdom in championing the

work of the 19th-century American artist

Martin Johnson Heade. Heade painted

haystacks as evocative of loneliness as any

by French Impressionists. His seascapes

showed increasing sophistication as he

struggled with the problems of light on

water and waves breaking on the shore.

He found Latin America as fascinating as

did Frederick Church, but his travels in

Brazil produced not the vast panoramas of

his contemporary but a series of detailed

paintings of hummingbirds and orchids. It

seems a shame that the plan for a volume

ofhis bird paintings never became a reality.

His flower paintings, especially of roses,

magnolias, and apple blossoms, are unfor

gettable. Reproductions are never so excit

ing as the originals, but this volume does

justice to the beautiful exhibit of Heade's

paintings that it celebrates.

Runaway Slaves: Rebels on the Plan

tation. John Hope Franklin and Loren

Schweninger. Oxford, 1999, $35; 2000,

paper, $16.95.

Soul by Soul: Life inside the Antebel

lum Slave Market. Walter Johnson.

Harvard, 1999. $26.

Whether you call it political correct

ness or not, the extension of the study of

history to formerly excluded groups has

certainly enriched it, especially with re

gard to the role of African Americans in

the story of this country. Since nothing is

more difficult than discovering and por

traying the life of an American slave,

these books are unusually valuable, offer

ing us glimpses into what it meant to be

a man or woman in bondage. By using

different sources, they offer different but

equally valuable insights.

Runaway Slaves is based largely on

court records throughout the slave South,

which are incredibly difficult to use but

reveal the startling frequency of slave

flight, not usually to the free North but to

places in the South that were easier for

slaves to reach. The book is a response to

the frequently expressed concern that

American slaves did not rebel; they did, in

an amazingly effective way.

The author of Soul by Soul has made

excellent use of both court records and

CONTINUED ON PACE 14
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RECOMMENDED READING

CONTINUED FROM PACE 13

slave narratives, piecing together what

people in bondage felt about sale and

separation. The "Acts of
Sale"

chapter is

effective in showing how slaves dealt

with the reality of slavery an outstand

ing analysis. We shall never know what

the institution was really like, but these

two important books force us to think

about the United States when 3 million

Americans endured enslavement.

Lincoln as I Knew Him: Gossip, Trib

utes, and Revelations from His Best

Friends andWorst Enemies. Edited by
Harold Holzer. Algonquin Books of

Chapel Hill, 1999 $16.95.

I cannot remember a book that I en

joyed more than this small volume of

first-hand reminiscences ofAbraham Lin

coln by those who knew him, from his

stepmother to his White House secretar

ies, and all sorts of people in between. An

effective way to make the martyred pres

ident come alive.
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Origins of the Bill ofRights. Leonard

W. Levy. Yale, 1999. $30.

Levy has distilled into a brief book a

lifetime's study of the rights that Ameri

cans enjoy under the Constitution. If you

have ever wondered, for example, why

prohibiting a bill of attainder is impor

tant, he tells you in a way that you will

remember. Levy shares his vast learning
in an easily accessible style.

Duty Faithfully Performed: Robert E.

Lee and His Critics. John M. Taylor.

Brasseys, 1999. $27.95.

Until a few years ago no one would

have thought it necessary to defend the

view that Robert E. Lee was America's

greatest general, but as some historians

have subjected his career to searching

examination and concluded that it was

not perfect, we naturally have an exam

ination of the critics. Taylor concludes

that though Lee made mistakes, he "was

the ablest commander of the Civil War

and perhaps the greatest to come out of

North
America"

(p. 236).

Robert Sonkowsky

Late Antiquity: A Guide to the Post-

classicalWorld. Edited by G W. Bow-

ersock, Peter Brown, and Oleg Grabar.

Harvard, 1999. $49.95.

Late antiquity is today a
"hot"

area in

Classical and Mediterranean scholarship.

This large, handsome bookwill make this

field of study accessible to educated read

ers as never before. Pages 273-780 re

semble the Oxford ClassicalDictionary,

with its encyclopedic entries by experts

who provide concise, up-to-date informa

tion and bibliography. Preceding these

short articles, however, are an initial

introduction and 11 essays that cut, in

some depth, across various dimensions of

the entire late-antique world. Together

the two parts treat, in an interrelated and

interdisciplinary manner, the Roman,

Byzantine, Sassanian, and Islamic cultures

of the third through the eighth centuries.

The writing is consistently clear and

interesting. There are several color and

black-and-white plates. The articles can

be browsed as interests dictate or as the

index directs. The essays provide fasci

nating introductions and varying perspec

tives on the religions, philosophies, eth

nographies, governments, wars, and

architectures of the period.

The Consolation of Philosophy.

Boethius. Trans, with an introduction

and notes by P. G. Walsh. Oxford, 1999-

$12.95.

This pocket-size paperback of one of

the most influential works in all of Euro

pean literature is a gem of craftsmanship

u
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and scholarship. It comes at a time of

heightened scholarly interest in its author

and need for a new translation. It will be

useful not only to Boethian scholars and

students, but also to the educated and

educable public. The concise 50-page

introduction outlines necessary back

ground on Boethius s life and literary,

philosophical, and theological affinities,

as well as on the controversies surround

ing these, and cites the wide influence of

the Consolation on subsequent centu

ries. The notes to the introduction and to

the translation are pathways to further

study. The translation is clear and engag

ing. Unlike the more literal Loeb, Walsh

renders the metrically varying verses that

alternate with the prose sections into

English rhyme. This little volume even

raises the hope that the Consolation with

its towering female figure, Lady Philoso

phy, may one day again become an es

sential shaping influence upon the lives

of poets, thinkers, and other educated

persons!

Eugen Weber

The Paris Years ofThomas JeflFerson.

William Howard Adams. Yale, 2000.

$35; paper, $17.95.

Succeeding the ailing Franklinwho left

for home in 1785 ,
JeffersonwasAmerican

minister in Paris from 1784 to 1789,while

his friends John and Abigail Adams held

the fort in London. Jefferson lived

through the preliminaries of the (rather

unexpected) French Revolution, depart

ing for home just before mobs and dem

agogues seized control of the capital; as a

result he retained an image of revolution

seen through tricolor glasses. Despite the

heads he saw carried on pikes through

the streets ofParis, theVirginian found no

reason to change his mind about the

beneficence of violently redemptory ac

tion. The tree of Liberty had to be wa

tered with the blood of patriots, and of

nonpatriots too. And this intriguing book

leaves little doubt that even the most

intelligent people will draw from expe

rience only the conclusions their preju

dices permit.

Adams sketches a polychrome pan

orama of Paris society and of the Paris

scene, and ofJefferson's intercoursewith

a host of characters familiar from our

textbooks, his affairs with ladies (Sally

Hemings to be approachedwith caution),

and his undiplomatic meddling in the

affairs of a foreign kingdom. Great fun to

read, morish, and wonderfully
unedify-

ing, the book suggests that these titillat

ing years must have offered a fine escape

from the provincialism of Monticello.

m v v -

THE KEYREPO

A i

RHERwww.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg



Marcel Proust: A Life. William C.

Carter. Yale, 2000. $35.

The scale of Proust's major work

seems to invite biographies of compara

ble dimensions. In 1961
, George Painter's

volumes ran only 775 pages. With better

than 800 pages of text and a total score

much higher, Carter easily outdoes that. Do

we need another mausoleum to enshrine

theman, the times, the oeuvre?The answer

this time is yes, because the new Life

abounds with information and incident. It

is sensitive and colorful. Based on amass of

documentation, some of it quite fresh, it is

altogether a wonderful achievement.

Carter frolics in the world of Proust

like a fish in water. Very little escapes

him; family, friends, quandaries, circum

stances, all spring to life; my only com

plaint is that the tome is too heavy to

handle in bed. Aficionados will manage.

But theYaleUniversityPress risksmissing
the legions of airplane readers who would

welcome a stout paperback (or three) to

console them through their delays.

Selected Letters of Rebecca West. Ed

ited, annotated, and introduced byBon

nie Kime Scott. Yale, 2000. $35.

Born Cicely Fairfield, but choosing to

live under the name of an Ibsen heroine

who dared to tell the truth, RebeccaWest

(1892-1983) knew everyone, went ev

erywhere, did everything, read like

blazes, and wrote ditto. The letters that

Scott has selected with gourmandise and

edited with care run from 1907, when

Cicely was a talented teen, to shortly

before Rebecca's death at 9t. They are a

treasure trove of cheekywit and of a very
English seriousness frivolously pre

sented, as well as of lapidary judgments.
T. S. Eliot: I couldn't bear him or hiswork.

E. M. Forster: a self-indulgent old liberal

with hardly a brain in his head. James

Joyce: the one genius who invented a form

and exhausted its possibilities at the same

time. Wallis Simpson: smart, common, and

trivial. Eleanor Roosevelt: a nice woman

baffled bymarriage towhatmust have been

the largest known extrovert H. G. Wells:

hewas a devil, he ruinedmy life, he starved

me, hewas an inexhaustible source of love

and friendship for 34 years. . . .

Blithe, quirky, irreverent, wanton,

glib, but never shallow, burning always

with the hard gemlike flame that lighted

her success, West found writing as exhil

arating as shopping. Reading her is exhil

arating too. Don't miss it.

Soldier and Warrior: French Atti

tudes toward the Army and War on

the Eve of the First World War. H. L.

Wesseling. Trans, by Arnold J.
Pomer-

ans. Greenwood, 2000. $65.

Now that Y2K has settled into every-

dayness, the next big anniversary to

watch for should come in 2014. The run

up to it is littered with centenaries of

precursory crises in the Far East, Africa,

Russia, and the Balkans: rebellions, revo

lutions, colonial clashes, and real wars

between Japan and Russia, Turkey and

Italy, Bulgaria and her neighbors, scat

tered at first, then coming thick and fast

through 1911, 1912, and 1913. Nor

should one forget the nervous weeks in

1 905 and 19 1 1
,
when German challenges

to French imperialism in Morocco

brought the two powers close to war and

persuaded many that the coming storm

could be put off but not avoided.

Yet for a long generation the cause of

peace had been on the ascendant, con

firmed by the success of theWorld Peace

Congress, which the Paris International

Exhibition hosted in 1900. How did the

celebrants of 1900 slither so swiftly into

slaughter? How did at least one society,

France, radically change orientation from

peacefulness to bellicosity within a few

years? What gusts fanned the embers of

chauvinism, revanchism, and national

self-assertion and made the great-war-

to-be first an exciting prospect, then a

welcome festivity, before it revealed its

sordid aspects?

These are some of the questions that

Wesseling tackles in his study of French

temper and French politics as these

shifted during the fraught decade
1905-

14. He examines changes in intellectual

climate and in relations between the

Republic's authorities and its army; the

role of international pohtics and internal

cleavages as catalysts of militarism; and

the shift from indifference to expectation

and glorification of war, incteasingly re

garded as "an ineffable poem of blood and
beauty."

Thoroughgoing, scrupulous,

and lucid but overpriced this is a

model survey of an overdetermined and

fateful concatenation of events.

Phi Beta Kappa Membership Items

The Society now offers members a collection of items bearing the Society's key insignia.

Shown here is a selection from the extensive line of products.

The wall display combines a membership certificate and a large gold-plated key, each

engraved with the member's name and chapter, in a walnut frame. The Phi Beta Kappa

tie is 100 percent burgundy silk, woven with gold keys. The cherry-wood desktop box

has a certificate plaque on the lid. The solid-brass Phi Beta Kappa keyring is personalized

on the reverse.

To order, complete the form below and mail it with your payment and yourmailing label

from the back cover showing your OBKmembership number to Hand & Hammer, 2610

Morse Lane, Woodbridge, VA 22192. You may place an order or request a complete

product brochure by calling (703) 491-4866 orby faxing (703) 491-203 1 . Youmay also order

online at www.hand-hammer.com.

Wall display O^ey and certificate
12"

X
16"

frame)

Phi Beta Kappa tie (burgundy and gold silk)

Phi Beta Kappa desktop box
(6"

x
7"

cherry wood)

Phi Beta Kappa keyring (solid brass)

? Check is enclosed. (Virginia residents add 4.5% sales tax.)

? Charge my VISA MasterCard

Card*

$79

$39

$75

$10

Exp. date
.

Signature
.

Name, chapter, and date for personalization .

KJ ^ -**
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CHANGES TO SUSTAINING

MEMBERSHIP APPEAL

CONtlNUED FROM PACE 1

"The program has never engaged in

the multiple or staged mailings com

mon to many associations, and that

policy will not
change,"

Foard said.

"Occasionally,''

he added, "mail from

the national office of the Society
coincides with a request for support

from a local association or chapter of

Phi Beta Kappa. We areworkingwith

the associations and chapters to elim

inate the
confusion."

Because of the importance of the

Sustaining Membership appeals to

the Society's operations, Phi Beta

Kappa is planning one series of mail

ings in 2000-01 to attract new par

ticipants, and other mailings to ac

tive sustaining members to solicit

their support for new initiatives on

behalf of the liberal arts curriculum.

"These appeals will be identified as

specific to an issue or program and

should not be mistaken for addi

tional Sustaining Membership ap
peals,"

Foard noted.

Foard credits his predecessor as

secretary, Kenneth M. Greene, who

took the job in 1975, with having put

Phi Beta Kappa on the path to finan

cial stability through improvements

in the SustainingMembership appeal.

These improvements included rais

ing the suggested donation incre

mentally (it was $10 in 1975) and

improving the efficiency of both the

initial mailing and the follow-up mail

ing operations.

American Scholar Celebrates 275th Issue

With Readings by Authors in New York

On May 24 the American Scholar

celebrated the advent of its 275th

issue with a standing-room-only

evening of readings at the Harvard

Club in New York City. Nearly 300

people listened to nine writers, all of

whom read from pieces published in

the Scholar since Anne Fadiman be

came editor two and a half years ago.

StephenJayGould pledged his love

for Gilbert and Sullivan, Hendrik

Hertzberg read from the late Jervis

Anderson's memoir of growing up in

Jamaica, Joan Acocella read from the

journals of Vaslav Nijinsky, Michael

Harper read two jazz poems, Sherwin

B. Nuland speculated on the 21st

century's medical advances, Thomas

Mallon pondered his position as an

ex-poet, Peter Gay recalled his pain

ful teenage years in Nazi Berlin, and

Carlo Rotella told the tale of a bloody
boxing match.

While introducing host Anne Fadi

man, Scholar contributing editor

Gary Shapiro noted that during her

editorship the journal has won both

a National Magazine Award for Re

porting and an UtneAlternative Press

Award for Writing Excellence. He

also reported that the Scholar's circu

lation has risen significantly. The aver

age circulation in 1997was 2 1
,762; the

current circulation is 27,430.

Six New Associations Seeking Members

Phi Beta Kappa members hving in

six areas of the country not previ

ously hosting <I>BK associations are

now forming new groups, to join the

58 active groups for which the sec

retaries'

addresses were listed in the

winter 1999-2000 issue of the Key
Reporter. (Associations are groups of

<I>BK members in the community

who join together to promote friend

ship and learning, ofFer stimulating

social and cultural programs, and

serve the community.)

Ifyou are interested in joining one

of these new associations, write to

the organizer listed below:

Southwestern Pennsylvania

Dr. Joseph E. Devine,Associate Dean,

College ofHumanities and Social Sci

ence, Carnegie Mellon University,

Pittsburgh, PA 15213.

Tucson Dr. Bruce Barrett, De

partment of Physics, University of

Arizona, P.O. Box 210081, Tucson,

AZ 85721.

New OrleansDr. Juhette W.

Ioup, Department of Physics, Univer

sity ofNewOrleans, NewOrleans, LA

70148.

Wichita F. Marian Chambers,

3740 Sleepy Hollow Drive, Wichita,

KS 67208.

Moore County, N.C. Dr. Voit

Gilmore, 1600 Morganton Road,

D-ll, Pinehurst, NC 28374-6842.

Columbus, Ohio Mr. Patrick G

Callahan, 1029-A Ridge Street, Co

lumbus, OH 43215.

THE KEY REPORTER

PHI BETA KAPPA

1785 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Fourth Floor

Washington, DC 20036
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