
THE K Y %EPOR TER
THE PHI BETA KAPPA NEWS MAGAZINE

VOLUME XII NUMBER 2 This issue goes lo the more than 94,000 members resident withinpostal service SPRING 1947

AAAS Resolution Urges

National Science Foundation

The Council of the American Asso

ciation for the Advancement of Science,

meeting in Boston December 27-31,
passed a resolution to seek government

aid in establishing a national foundation

for scientific research. Prepared by a

committee that included Kirtley F.

Mather, chairman, Harlow Shapley,
Joseph Boyce, George A. Baitsell and

Stuart Mudd, the resolution read in

part:

"For many years the Government

has wisely supported research in the

agricultural colleges and the benefits

have been great. The time has come

when such supports should be extended

to other fields of science and to ad

vanced scientific education. There is

not now in the governmental structure

any civilian agency, receiving its funds

from the Congress, adapted to providing
the necessary supplementation of funds

or the necessary additional support of

basic research in medicine, national de

fense research or basic sciences, or

adapted to administering a program for

the support of advanced scientific

education."

In an effort to obtain action by the

present Congress, the resolution appro

priated funds to initiate an Inter-society

Committee for a National Science Foun

dation, and directed that invitations to

participate be sent to other national

educational and scientific societies.

President James B. Conant had

strongly recommended
establishment of

a national foundation in an address at

the opening session. Urging science

writers to make clear to the public the

need for such an organization, he as

serted that in addition to reasons of

military security, Federal support of

scientific research is important because

the development of modern industry

and of modern medicine are closely

related to that of modern science. He

also declared he had "no fear there will

be any deleterious
effects to the universi

ties even if they receive very large sums

of money for the support of scientific

research by this route from the Federal

government."

Senate Discusses Membership-at-Large Report;

Votes Study of Plan by OBK Groups

At its annual meeting on December

6-7 in Princeton, the Senate voted to

submit to all chapters and associations

for study, a plan to establishmembership

at large in Phi Beta Kappa. The plan

will be submitted with a request for

discussion, comments and suggestions,

so that action may

be taken, if it is

thought desirable, by
the 1949 Council.

The vote followed

discussion of a Sen

ate committee report

on membership at

large. Presented by
Senator Frank Ayde-

lotte, committee

chairman, the report

recommended al

lowing "certain insti

tutions which do not

now have chapters

... to nominate a

certain small percent

age of their gradu

ates each year who would undergo

comprehensive examinations, and who

would, on the basis of these examina

tions and other evidence, be awarded

membership at large in Phi Beta
Kappa."

The report emphasized that

while committee members unanimously

recommended membership at large in

principle, the plan should first be tried

out experimentally in a limited number

of institutions. The plan could then be

gradually extended if it proved to be

successful.

Reporting for the committee, Senator

Aydelotte also stated that the practical

steps necessary for the administration

of satisfactory examinations had been

discussed in great detail, and that as a

result of these discussions committee

members were convinced the plan is

feasible. The report incorporated an

outline of what it termed one feasible

way to. inaugurate the plan. Included

among the suggested steps were:

(1 ) The selection of a limited number

of institutions on the approved list of

Bachrach

Frank Aydelotte

the A. A. UY, selection to be made in

collaboration with the Committee on

Qualifications; (2) Candidates for ex

amination to be chosen by the faculty
of the institution, with the number of

candidates from each institution lim

ited between two and five; (3) A rea

sonable examination

fee to be paid by
Jk each candidate; (4)

Oral and written

comprehensive ex

aminations designed

to test ability as well

as attainment; and

(5) The advice and

help of testing

agencies in pre

paring examina

tions, although Phi

Beta Kappa should

reserve to itself

final authority in de-

termining their

character.

After raising

questions concerned partly with the

difficulty and expense of administra

tion, and partly with the desirability of

establishing membership at large in the

Society, the Senate voted that it was

"impressed with the advantages of the

plan."

The Senate motion also directed

that copies of a detailed plan be sent

to chapters and associations for their

consideration.

Iast September Senator Aydelotte

_j
outlined the membership at large

proposal briefly to Council members in

Williamsburg [see the Winter Key

Reporter]. No report was submitted

by the committee at that time. Since

then the committee has discussed the

matter further and presented its recom

mendations in this report to the Senate.

In addition to Chairman Aydelotte,
members of the Committee on Mem

bership at Large include Oliver C.

Carmichael, president of the Carnegie

Foundation for the Advancement of

{continued on page 2)
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Senate (corf t. from page 1)

Teaching; Guy Stanton Ford, executive

secretary of the American Historical

Association; Theodore H. Jack, presi

dent of Randolph-Macon Woman's

College; Dorothy Kenyon, lawyer and

former Municipal Court judge, New

York City; Raymond Walters, presi

dent of the University of Cincinnati;
and Goodrich C. White, president of

Emory University.

A nother highlight of the Senate meet-

f\_ ing was the appointment of mem

bers to the Committee on Qualifications,
and a brief discussion of the committee's

plans. New members are Philip G. Da

vidson, dean of the Senior College and

Graduate School, Vanderbilt Univer

sity; Fred Hard, president of Scripps

College; John E. Pomfret, president of

the College of William and Mary; and

Carl F. Wittke, dean of the College of

Arts and Sciences, Oberlin. Other

members are Raymond Walters and

Theodore H. Jack. The latter will con

tinue as chairman until the committee

gets under way.

Discussing the plans of the committee,
Chairman Jack stated that it would

meet early in 1947 to determine meth

ods of procedure. He also observed that

an increase might reasonably be ex

pected in the number of institutions rec

ommended in 1949 for Phi Beta Kappa

charters, because committee activities

were held in abeyance during the war.

As a result, the recommendations to be

acted upon by the next Council will in

reality cover three triennia.

The Committee on Qualifications has

made no recommendations to the Sen

ate since 1940. When committee ac

tivities were suspended in 1942, over

40 institutions had been selected for

study. During the last four years ap

proximately 125 additional institutions

have expressed interest in the resump

tion of the committee's program. More

than 50 institutions are expected to be

reviewed in the current triennium.

Readers May Contribute

The enclosed envelope is sent

with The Key Reporter an

nually. It is for the convenience of

readers in contributing to The

Key Reporter and in subscrib

ing to The American Scholar, and is

not to be considered a renewal

reminder for either.

I

tfUictcalone

Lincoln Cromwell

$BK Associates Meet,

Elect Lincoln Cromwell Head

The Phi Beta Kappa Associates held

their seventh annual dinner meeting on

Tuesday, November 26, at the Cosmo

politan Club, 122 East 66th Street, New

York City. Guest speaker of the evening

was Christian Gauss, president of the

United Chapters. Dean Gauss's address,

"The Humane

Tradition:

Building for

One
World,"

stressed the

importance of

Graeco-Roman

thought and

the Hebraic-

Christian tra

dition as twin

sources of

"our humanist

and democratic
heritage."

From these

sources, he declared, we derive our con

ception ofman as a transcendent being,

as well as our conception of the broth

erhood and equality of all men under

the law.

Iincoln Cromwell, chairman of the

_j
board of William Iselin & Co.,

New York, was elected president of the

Associates at a meeting of the Board of

Directors immediately preceding the

dinner. Vice-Presidents named for the

coming year were Edwin H. Burgess,
vice-president and general counsel for

the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Co.;

Thomas C. Desmond, New York state

senator; and Guy E. Snavely, executive

director of the Association of American

Colleges. Charles A. Tonsor, principal

of the Grover Cleveland High School,
New York, was elected secretary, and

Alfred C. Howell, vice-president of the

Guaranty Trust Co., treasurer.

New board members elected by the

Associates were Frank Aydelotte, direc

tor of the Institute forAdvanced Studies,

Princeton; and Leland R. Robinson,

New York, economist, educator and

business consultant.

H. J. Muller Wins Nobel Prize

In recognition of his studies on the

influence of X-rays on genes and chro

mosomes, H. J. Muller has been

awarded the Nobel Prize. Dr. Muller,
who flew to Stockholm to receive the

prize from King Gustav on December

10, is professor of Zoology at Indiana

University and a member of the Phi

Beta Kappa Associates.

Know of an Opening?

Rates for items in the "Know of an
Opening?"

column are ten cents per

word for a single insertion, seven cents

per word for two or more consecutive

insertions. Replies should be addressed

to Member No.
,
care of The Key

Reporter. They will be forwarded

promptly to the advertiser.

515. (Mr., Ky.) Biologist, Ph.D. Harvard

1933. 15 years college teaching experience,

biology, embryology, histology, anatomy;
numerous publications, research. Desires pro

fessorship.

516. (Mr., Va.) A.B., Ph.D. Johns Hop
kins, 1936. Ten years college teaching and re

search in political science. Technical consult

ant to state and local governments. Number of

publications. Desires professorship.

518. (Mr., N.Y.) receiving LL.B. Columbia
Law School Feb. 1947 desires legal position.

B.A. Univ. of Calif. 1940 with highest honors.

4 years military service. Ex-Officer Military
Intelligence Service, War Department General

Staff. Age 28.

521. (Mr., N.Y.) History; 2 years teaching,
1 year social work. Lecturer and writer Army
Information-Education Division. Vocational

and Educational Guidance Counselor. Desires

editorial, teaching, or personnel work.

522. (Miss, Wis.) B.A. Milwaukee-Downer

College; M.A. classics, University of Chicago

1943. Ph.D. candidate, all course work com

pleted; Latin departmental fellow, Ryerson

fellow in archeology, University of Chicago.

Experience: teaching public high school,
girls'

preparatory; art librarian, research assistant.

Desires position college or junior college in

East. Classical Art and Archeology, Classics,
Ancient History, Humanities.
524. (Mrs., D.C.) A.B. Wellesley, '24; M.A.

(English Literature) Radcliffe '27; graduate

study French, Spanish, including summer at

University ofMexico. Wants teaching position

college or junior college preferably near Wash

ington but will go elsewhere in East.

525. (Mr., Pa.) B.S. cum laude, Zoology
Department honors, Franklin and Marshall

1946; Freshman, U. of P. Medical; two semes
ters zoology teaching; desires teaching, labora

tory position, summer 1947.

526. (Mr., Cal.) U.C., 1930. Experience in
cludes 3 years staff capacity to management

planning (labor relations, management plan

ning, procedures analysis). Present salary (Fed

eral agency) $7,500. Desires same type work

private industry.

527. (Mr., Ind.) Instructor large university

desires college position with opportunity to

organize first two years English on better than

customary inefficient plan.

528. (Mr., Illinois) Northwestern, 1941.

Honors in economics (labor field); commerce

courses including 4 accounting courses. 4 years

Navy Communications officer. Completing
year as systems engineer with utility. Desires

position in less regulated industry anywhere.

529. (Miss, Nebr.) A.B. Nebr., 1928, * B K;
M.A. Wisconsin, 1932. Major, English litera

ture. Public school teacher, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Permanent position desired in college or public

high school.

530. (Miss, Mass.) *BK Smith, 1940;

honors. LL.B. Boston University, magna cum

laude, 1943. Editor in chiefLaw Review. Former

law clerk to Mass. Supreme Court judges.

Desires connection with busy law firm prefera

bly engaged in general practice, Boston.
531. (Mr., R.I.) A.B. Brown (English

honors); A.M. this June. Two years teaching
'

experience, Taft and Brown. Unmarried. De

sires position in teaching (full or part-time) j
or publ. Member National Roster Program.
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ON THE EDUCATIONAL NEWS FRONT .

UNESCO Maps Program

Meeting in Paris November 19-

December 10, the first general confer

ence ofUNESCO officially installed Dr.

Julian Huxley as Director-General and
mapped out a broad educational pro

gram for international understanding.

Educational activities to be carried

out under the program include immedi

ate as well as long range projects.

Among the former will be regional semi
nars for younger teachers, publication

of an educational yearbook, and a study
of education for international under

standing in primary and secondary
schools of member states. Two long
range projects will be definition of a

"minimum fundamental
education,"

and establishment of a clearing house

for the exchange of educational films

and radio broadcasts.

Other aspects of the general program

provide for cooperation with interna

tional groups like theWorld Health Or

ganization and the International Labor

Office, and for the improvement of

teaching and teaching materials for

international understanding.

Special AAC Committee

Will Study Federal Aid

The Association ofAmerican Colleges

will appoint a special committee to

study the question of Federal aid in

higher education. This action was ap

proved at the Association's annual

meeting held in Boston January 12-15.

Prior to the meeting, the Association

distributed a questionnaire that indi

cated a majority of the member institu

tions favored Federal aid, according to

a New York Times dispatch, that also

quoted Dr. Guy E. Snavely, executive

director of the Association, as "dead
opposed."

The special committee's recommen

dations in the matter of Federal aid will

be submitted in the form of a report.

NEA Report Favors

Minimum Teachers Salary
Federal aid for communities unable to

maintain adequate schools, and an an

nual minimum salary of $2400 for all

teachers were among the recommenda

tions made in a National Education

Association report published early in

January. The Association's Annual Re

port of the
Profession to the Public recom

mended these measures in order to re

lieve today's critical conditions.

"Federal participation in the finan

cial support of
schools,"

the report

stated, "is basic to an educational pro

gram that can meet the needs of all our

children."

It also asserted that economic

security for teachers will halt "one of

the greatest vocational migrations in

our Nation's
history."

Other forms of

professional security recommended in

the report were a satisfactory tenure

law, sufficient retirement and sick-leave

benefits, and sound assignment and

transfer practices.

Concluding with a demand for "a na

tional policy governing our outlay

for
education,"

the report warned

that "aminimum defensible educational
program"

will probably require at least

five per cent of the nation's postwar

annual income.

Anti-Discrimination Bill

The Commission on Law and Social

Action of the American Jewish Congress

has drafted a bill against discriminatory
practices in education. The bill was

drafted purposely to serve as a model

for the convenience of state legislatures.

CLSA's Fair Educational Practices

Bill would forbid educational institu

tions to discriminate on grounds of

race, color, religion, national
origin or

ancestry in admitting students and

employing faculty members. To enforce

its provisions, a state commission against

discrimination would also be set up

within the Department of Education.

The bill would not apply to denomina

tional or sectarian institutions.

In its preamble the bill states that

since racial or religious discrimination

is not compatible with true education,

equal educational opportunities for all

must be recognized as a civil right.

Education Mission to Germany

Asks End of Caste System

Eradication of the caste system from

German education and establishment of

international exchange fellowships on

a large scale were two of the recommen

dations in the official report of the U.S.

Education Mission to Germany.

Education in Germany has never been

organized on a democratic basis, the

report charged. The vast majority of

students were trained under a primary

and vocational school system that did

{continued on page 7)

Courtesy oj Collier's

"Well, they's only two of 'em, Curley, and anyways, we can't all be

Phi Beta
Kappas"
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Phi Beta Kappa and the State of the Union

by William T. Hastings

Two snatches of verse, one from Kipling and one from

Thomas Gray, have recently been haunting me in fantastic

sequence: "The captains and the kings depart . . . and

leave the world to darkness and
to"

you and me. And

there joined them in my mind Arnold's famous cliche about

the "darkling plain swept with confused alarms of struggle

and flight, where ignorant armies clash by
night."

When the great captains of the Allied armies were stem

ming the wave of the future, and then beating down its

obscene force; when the kings of speech, Winston Churchill

and Franklin Roosevelt, were phrasing unforgettably the

will of free men to be free and the desire of mankind to be

brothers our purposes seemed clear, and joint action

seemed easy and inevitable.

The postwar world has a different, a less comfortable

aspect. Suspicion, fear and even hate stare at us from the

headlines; the red-baiters and the twisters of the British

lion's tail are at it openly or by indirection. On the domestic

scene we have racial discrimination, religious intolerance, riots

and intimidation. The ineffable Bilbo raves about Dagoes

and Kikes. The Dies Committee splashes red paint on the

friends of Spanish Republicans, on the PAC, on liberal

journalists and teachers. The FEPC is pigeonholed; the

efforts to prevent inflation by price control are sabotaged;

full employment is paid lip service, plotted against, or openly
laughed at by those who are waiting for mass unemployment

to force wages down.

Though not fully organized and still partly carried on by
individuals and small groups, the pattern behind all this is

unpleasantly like the one our late enemies followed: to keep
power which is threatened by reform; to gain power in order

to make money; and, as a means to power, cynically to set

class against class, creed against creed, race against race.

How deep is the cleavage among Americans? How funda

mental the confusion? It is difficult to say, because it is so

difficult to distinguish between the superficial and the basic.

But admitting the superficial and transitory element in the cur

rent unrest, there is still ground for concern. To thoughtful

persons the main danger seems to lie in the tendency to dis

credit the basic assumptions of our form of government.

We all know the imperfect workings of democracy. But we

need to perfect our democratic machinery, not abandon it.

We need to renew our belief in the honesty and the dignity
of man. We need to take the long view rather than the short

William T. Hastings, a Phi Beta Kappa senator from 1937-46, is

chairman of the Department of English and secretary of the faculty at
Brown University. Mr.

Hastings'

article, which appeared originally

in the Winter 1946-47 American Scholar, is reproduced here in condensed

form by courtesy of Mr. Hastings and the Scholar.
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view, to ask not what will put most money in my pocket to

day, but what will be best in the long run for the community,
the nation and the world. We have no need to fear though we

be called dreamer, starry-eyed idealist, impractical theorist.

We need to be Christians, and practicing Christians, too.

We need to remember the second great commandment, to

love thy neighbor as thyself.

What has all this to do with Phi Beta Kappa?

Most of us will agree that Phi Beta Kappa as a corporate

body should not advocate or promote particular social,

economic or other causes. It should never become a pressure

group. Rather, Phi Beta Kappa should be a state of mind,

a climate of the soul: the composite photograph of ninety-

odd thousand men and women possessed of liberal culture. In

one chapter of our Society an attempt has been made to

enumerate the elements of liberal culture, as one of the

criteria for the selection of new members. Among them are:

intellectual honesty and tolerance, range of intellectual

interests, and understanding not merely knowledge. If
"honesty"

means readiness to hear all the evidence and ac

cept its conclusions even against one's cherished opinions, if
"tolerance"

be taken in an active and not in a Laodicean

sense; and if
"understanding"

be interpreted as at least the

beginning of wisdom, we have here qualities which added

to the quick intelligence we may take for granted should

assure the possessor not merely a successful but a useful life.

These are the faculties for which there is a desperate need

in seeking the solution of the conundrums of today. The daily
papers and the public forums are crowded with debate on

questions for which no easy answer is to be found. Yet

they are all important. We must answer them. Moreover, the

answer must in each case be correct not an answer which

administers a flattering unction to a social sore, but one which

will heal the body of society and stand the test of time.

To the score of questions which any day's reading will

bring to mind, we may find ourselves making an immediate

and spontaneous answer. The answer may be correct, and it is

important that it should be. But we must remember that

from the point of view of "man
thinking"

why we hold a

belief is well-nigh as important as the belief itself. It is im

portant because in the long run we cannot depend on intui

tion; we have to depend on reason and judgment. We have

to exercise those Phi Beta Kappa qualities I have mentioned.

We have to be willing, indeed resolutely determined, to view

all the facts, and prepared to accept the facts at all costs.

It is true, of course, that even the best of us have our

prejudices, our slants, our hunches, our personal equations,
our conditioning. Roughly speaking, we are conservatives

or liberals (disregarding the small fringe of reactionaries

and radicals), with quite a lot of shadings, of course, toward

right or left, and with complexities produced by being
conservative in one area of conviction and liberal in another.

Most people have something of this complexity, when they
have lived long enough to have sweetened the abstract ra

tionalism of youth with feeling born of experience, or their

passion (if that kind of youth) with the practical sense born

of experience. Yet the man or woman of liberal culture will

recognize his emotions and be their master, not their slave,

refusing to grow excited over base appeals to prejudice.

The man or woman of disciplined intelligence, broad view

and understanding heart, the ideal Phi Beta Kappa, should

gain from his emotional coloration an enrichment of person

ality and a drive which without impairing his judgment will

make him a more effective servant of mankind.
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THEY SAY

Phi Beta Kappa Activities: A Proposal

To the Editor:

I feel sure that the members of Phi Beta
Kappa have read Dr. Marjorie Nicolson's vale

dictory letter as President in the Autumn

Reporter with interest. I was especially im

pressed by her statement that our Society's
most serious problem is "What, if anything, is
Phi Beta Kappa doing?"

Her query as to

whether it has any function also seems to me

important.

Ours is an organization with a membership
of nearly 100,000 men and women from every
section of the country, all of whom made out

standing scholastic records while in college,
and a great many of whom have had distin

guished careers afterwards. However narrow

the margin of my election to Phi Beta Kappa

(and it was very close), I am glad to belong
to it, and favor continued support of the high

traditions of scholarship it has fostered in

America since the Revolution a more vital

need than ever before in the present troubled

age when trained thinkers and leaders are of

the very utmost importance to the world.

It seems to me, however, that we cannot

afford to stop with scholarship as our sole

function, or to limit our triennial meetings

to problems related to that field and to trying
to make our Society's ponderous constitution

work. I suggest that, in view of the nature of

our membership and of the present state of

the nation and of the world, it is Phi Beta

Kappa's urgent obligation to assume enlarged

responsibilities and to use the individual and

collective abilities of its members to help solve

some of the pressing social, political, economic

and racial questions of our time not from

any partisan viewpoint, of which we already

have an abundance, but working towards

certain specific goals, both immediate and long
term, upon which intelligent people of both

parties could agree.

Let me cite, in this connection, an important

American organization that operates on na

tional, state and community levels the

League ofWomen Voters.We men and women

of Phi Beta Kappa might profitably study the

League's consistent, intelligent and very suc

cessful methods of operation with a view to

adapting them to the particular needs and

capabilities of our Society. I have in mind a

state branch of that League with whose work

I am especially familiar (on the distaff side),

which by planning, study, public enlighten

ment and direct action is working for better

public schools, state aid in education, inter

racial and inter-group understanding, court

reforms, children's welfare legislation, fair

employment practices, improved government

through the selection of better qualified candi

dates for office, home rule in the towns through

out the state in question, etc. The four page

program for 1946-1948 issued by the National

League of Women Voters for the guidance of

its branches could well serve as an excellent

guide to constructive action for any alert

citizen eager to discharge his or her responsi

bilities in a bewildering period filled with ur

gent, unsolved problems.

I do not know that Phi Beta Kappa could

evolve a better program than the League, or

carry it out as well, but can we with a clear

conscience sit back and attempt less? Can we

limit our purpose to recognizing and encour

aging "scholarship, friendship and cultural

interests,"

important as scholarship is, while

the world is rocking for want of academic,

racial, political, national and international

freedoms? A few years ago, we undertook a

radical departure from our time honored

practice and founded a distinguished quarterly
which has been highly successful, contrary to

the predictions ofmany, and is receiving more

and more recognition and support. Can we

not now bring the full weight of the collective
abilities of our members to bear, in order to

make the Society's influence powerful in a

still larger sphere?

I would propose specifically that our entire

national membership be polled on the follow

ing questions:
1 . Are you satisfied with the purely scholas

tic activities of Phi Beta Kappa?

2. In view of the present critical need for

leadership, would you favor an enlargement of

Phi Beta Kappa's scope of action to embrace a

constructive and forward-looking program to

help solve some of our political, economic and

social problems, both national and interna

tional?

3. If your answer to the above is in the

affirmative, what other activities do you think

our new concerns should include?

4. If you wish to see the scope of Phi Beta

Kappa's activities enlarged, do you favor the

immediate election of chapter and association

delegates to a constitutional convention to

simplify, modernize and broaden Phi Beta

Kappa's charter, so that effective, action may

be taken to accomplish the objectives envisaged

in its proposed new functions?

Stuart E. Grummon

Redding. Connecticut

Editor's Note: Expressions oj opinion on the ques

tions raised by Mr. Grummon will bs welcome.

Phi Beta Kappa and Segregated Education

To the Editor:

I was not aware as your correspondent

implies that I am an advocate of "white
supremacy"

or of any other sort of supremacy.

To be sure, in my letter of last summer [Vol.

XI, No. 3] I did express the belief that racial

differences in mental ability exist, and I said

further that to me, at least, the evidence is

strong that such differences are basically
genetic. I can see nothing

"shallow"

or "Hit-

lerian"

in this view; rather, to mix metaphors,

I suspect that the pseudo-science is on the

other foot.

A few exhibits are in order. Mr. Britton

Harris writes: "The differences between races

of men on which anthropological classifications

can be made constitute probably less than one

per cent of all inherited human
characteristics."

With some difficulty I think I comprehend

what the author is trying to say. It would be

nice to have the evidence for this glittering

generality, especially the one per cent. Further

on, Mr. Harris says: "No sound physiological

reason has ever been adduced for believing
that any race or group should enjoy intellec

tual superiority. Sound environmental reasons

do exist. The assumption of equality is not

simply an
'hypothesis'

or a political ideal, but
a biological

fact."

Well, perhaps no group
should enjoy intellectual superiority, but for a

variety of reasons some of them undoubtedly

do. As for the familiar plug for environment

and the biological
"howler,"

I wonder if Mr.

Harris ever stopped to consider what shaped

the cultural, social and even physical environ

ment in the first place. Did the chicken really

come before the egg?

What view a scholar should take regarding

race differences, or upon what
"ground"

he

should stand (to use your correspondent's

phrase), most depend, I submit, upon his con

victions. The honest believer in biological race

differences is no more fascist than the honest

believer in no race differences is necessarily

communist. Certainly little is gained by

screaming on either side.

Henry E. Garrett

New York, New York

To the Editor:

In your Winter issue, G. P. Bullis, of Ferri-

day, Louisiana, makes a statement which

should not be allowed to go unchallenged.

He says that "every person, every group,

every educational institution has a right to

admit to its private organization anyone it

pleases, and to legislate or claim otherwise is

without any foundation of
intelligence."

I concede that "every
person"

has the right

asserted byMr. Bullis, but I deny categorically
that "every group and every educational in
stitution"

has that privilege. Social discrimina

tion is one thing. Discrimination by a political

party or by a public or quasi-public organiza

tion is quite another. The $BK Society would

clearly belie its purpose and its "raison
d'etre"

if it were to deny admission to negroes pos

sessed of the same qualifications as those re

quired of white candidates. The Society is not

a social coterie it is a group of people

banded together because they possess certain

intellectual qualifications, not because of

ancestry or race or religious creed. If <i> B K

may be condoned for what is tantamount to

racial intolerance, why may it not go further

and exclude Jews or Catholics, or those of

German or Russian birth?

It is tragically true that University Clubs

in some American cities exclude from member

ship Jews and Negroes. If these clubs are in

fact social organizations, let them make that

frank admission. They should not be permitted,
however, to create the impression that the

name is what it implies and that every col

lege or university graduate is eligible to mem

bership, whereas in truth only those who can

measure up to certain racial and religious

standards are entitled to that dubious honor.

Alfred A. Benesch

Cleveland, Ohio

To the Editor:

In your Winter issue I have noted discussion

of the question of closing chapters in Southern

and some Northern schools because of their

so-called race prejudice.

It surprises me that any scholar would seri

ously consider such action. Should it be at

tempted, Phi Beta Kappa would cease to be a

badge of scholarship. It would become the

symbol of a group without brains enough to

know when to mind its own business.

Before Prohibition some thirty-odd States

had voluntarily gone dry. In a senseless effort

to force the issue, Prohibition put most of them
back into the wet column, and it has been rele

gated to the shades, unwept, unhonored and

unsung.

Phi Beta Kappa should profit by that ex

ample.

O. B. Bestor

Baltimore, Md.
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Minnesota Logger

The Trees Went Forth, By Walter

O'Meara. Mew York: Crown. $2.75.

Reviewed by R. L. Duffus

Matt Bradley, whose other name

might be Walter O'Meara, went into a

Minnesota logging camp, as a clerk, in

1906. Maybe Mr. O'Meara has intro

duced some trimmings, including a

charming love story not otherwise im

portant, in order to hold the reader's

interest. But as far as one can judge, he

hasn't fictionalized the main facts and

essential atmosphere of a logging camp
in that region at that date. His own

logging-camp experience seems to have

been ten years later than Matt's, but it

is authentic.

This is refreshing, for logging camps,
a generation ormore back, appear to in

duce a sort of Paul Bunyan mood in

most writers. Too often loggers have not

been allowed to be natural they have

to be supernatural. Mr. O'Meara's log
gers had to be physically tough, but

they were human. Pat Dempsey, the

boss, got work out of them by pitting

one crew against another and his own

camp against other camps. He didn't

knock his men through the wall of a log
cabin. There were some queer ones

a wonderful liar, a minor villain. There

was, near by, a lonely woman going out

of her head with the silence and white

ness of the winter woods.

What counts, however, is the picture

of logging and loggers under normal

conditions the bunk-house life; the

long tables at which men ate in silence;

the cold which sometimes kept even the

hardiest indoors; the technique of cut

ting and hauling. In some ways the log
ger was a special case. He did work

which was always hard and often ex

tremely skilled. For weeks and months

he was away from women. When he cut

loose he made a remarkable amount of

noise. In many respects he resembled
the

old deep-water sailor. But essentially he

was, and had to be, a fine type of

American workingman.

Those of us who have worked at un

skilled or semi-skilled labor may be

able to recognize what can only be

called the
"feel"

of such labor or to

recognize the lack of it in books which

purport to describe it. Mr. O'Meara has

picked an environment with which this

THE KEY REPORTER

reviewer is not familiar by experience.

Yet these men are related, on a some

what higher plane, to men the reviewer

did know who did pick-and-shovel work

long ago in California. They are real.

This is American history as legitimate

as the narrative of a political campaign.

This is how men lived and worked. This

is the kind of men they were.

This reviewer found reading Mr.

O'Meara no chore, but rather a delight.

Without tremendous adventures the

interest followed from page to page.

Reading O'Meara was the next best

thing to being in the woods and not

so cold, and by no means such hard

work. Logging is said to be different

now, with better and cleaner beds,

more amusements, more frequent

chances to get out. Bunk-houses don't

smell the way they did. Loggers are

organized and can demand better con

ditions than they used to have. The ma

chinery of logging has been improved.

Logging may even be safer than it was.

In Minnesota the great days are over.

In the far Northwest they continue. But

despite progress one reads Mr. O'Meara

with a slight nostalgia; there were men

in those days, and they got the trees

out. If they got out too many, too reck

lessly and too fast, it wasn't their fault.

We can blame other men, leading easier

lives, for that.

Recommended Reading

The Fair Field. By John Moore. New

York: Simon & Schuster. $2.75.

A novel about life in an English

market town between 1910 and 1940.

Experiment in Rebellion. By Clifford

Dowdey. New York: Doubleday. $3.75.

The Richmond scene during the rise

and fall of the Confederacy.

GreatAdventures and Explorations.

Ed. by Vilhjalmur Stefansson. New York:

Dial. $5.

Discoveries ancient and modern.

Spring, 1947

TheWayward Bus. By John Steinbeck.

New York: Viking. $2.75.

A new novel by the author of Tortilla

Flat and OfMice and Men.

The Chrysanthemum and The Sword.

By Ruth Benedict. New York: Houghton,
Mifflin. $3.

Japanese customs and institutions in

terpreted in a study made originally for

the OWL

All Thy Conquests. By Alfred Hayes.

New York: Howell, Soskin. $2.75.

A war novel dealing with the moral

effect of conquest and occupation.

The Forging of a Rebel. By Arturo

Barea. New York: Reynal & Hitchcock. $5.

The autobiography of a Spanish Re

publican exile.

The Making of a Southerner. By
Katherine Du Pre Lumpkin. New York:

Knopf. $3.

Reflections on the Southern tradition.

The NewWorld. Ed. by Stefan Lorant.

New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce. $20.

Contemporary pictures and accounts

of two 1 6th century French and English

settlements in America.

The Varmints. By Peggy Bennett. New

York: Knopf. $2.50.

A novel about life in a Gulf Coast

town.

Underground to Palestine. By I. F.

Stone. New York: Boni & Gaer. $2.50.

The record of a trip arranged by the

Jewish underground for an American

newspaper correspondent.

Human Genetics. By Reginald R.

Gates. New York: Macmillan. 2 vols. $15.

A comprehensive study of the biologi

cal development of modern man.

Science and Freedom. By Lyman
Bry-

son. New York: Columbia University Press.

$2.75.

A definition and defense of the scien

tific method.

R. L. Duffus has been a member of the edito

rial staff of The New York Times since 1937.

Renowned as an author and literary critic,

he is also a member of the editorial board of

The American Scholar. Courtesy oj The Saturday Review oj Literature
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COLLEGES HAVING CHAPTERS OF PHI BETA KAPPA

BIRMINGHAM-SOUTHERN

COLLEGE
A four-year, coeducational, liberal arts college under
the auspices of the Methodist Church.

Thoughtfully arranged courses leading to a Bachelor
ofArts degree.

Phi Beta Kappa, Beta ofAlabama

Founded in 1856 as Southern University and con

solidated with Birmingham College in 1918.

George R. Stuart, Jr., President

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

"Education has

always yielded her

best fruit when as-

sociated with

religion."

Woodrow Wilson

DAVIDSON COLLEGE
JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President

Davidson, North Carolina

FOUNDED 1829

ILLINOIS COLLEGE
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS

LIBERAL ARTS CO-EDUCATIONAL

Opening Dates for 1947

SUMMER SESSION, JUNE 23

FALL TERM, SEPTEMBER 23

For Information, Address

Director of Admissions

ILLINOIS COLLEGE
Jacksonville, Illinois

Education Mission (con't.from p. 3)

not lead toward higher education; ad

mission to the secondary schools which

prepared for the universities and the

professions depended customarily on the

financial or social position of the stu

dent's family. To break down this "caste
system"

and to reorganize German ed

ucation along democratic lines, the re

port recommended a unified,
tuition-

free educational system open to all up to

the university level, plus an enlarged

system of scholarships at that level.

The report also recommended work

ing out a plan to finance a large number

of exchange fellowships and professor

ships between German and American

educational institutions, with stipends

ample enough to cover living expenses.

Such a plan, the Mission felt, would

hasten the break-down of Germany's

intellectual and cultural isolation, by

providing
additional contact with dem

ocratic ideas and institutions.

CARLETON COLLEGE

Northfield, Minnesota

Laurence M. Gould, President

/^ARLETON is offering to returning service men

and students entering from civilian life a uni

fied program of liberal arte studies. This program

seekB to integrate the various fields of learning and

thereby to acquaint the Btudent with that central

body of knowledge which is valid for educated men
and women. Beyond this area of general learning
the student is provided various fields for further

major studies.

For information address:

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

4 Leighton Hall, Northfield, Minnesota

Founded 1855

C^imirct i^olieae

ELMIRA, NEW YORK

Small Residential College for Women

ONE FACULTY MEMBER FOR

EVERY EIGHT STUDENTS

KNOX COLLEGE

EDUCATION OF THE

INDIVIDUAL

Lyndon O. Brown, President

Founded 1837

GALESBURG, ILLINOIS

REED COLLEGE
PORTLAND OREGON

Peter H. Odegard, President

Reed College offers to men and women training in
the arts and sciences under a distinguished faculty.
Instruction is carried on through individual and

group conferences. Enrollment is limited to 700 and
the conference groups rarely exceed fifteen students
in number.

Background studies in creative arts, supple

mented by applied studio, stage and ensemble

work, are offered on either an avocational or pre-

professional level. A varied athletic program is

designed for recreation and educational balance
with emphasis upon 100% student participation.

For information address:

Director of Admissions

REED COLLEGE PORTLAND 2, OREGON

University of Vermont and

State Agricultural College

Summer Session

JULY 7 TO AUGUST 15, 1947

Courses for elemeatary and secondary teachers, grad

uate and undergraduate students. Workshops in Rural

Education and in Health Education. Elementary and
secondary demonstration schools. Entertainment and
recreational programs under University Management.
Institutes of the State Parent-Teacher Association, the
League ofVermontWriters, Guidance and Professional
Relations.

For detailed information write to

Director of Summer Session

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont

CORNELL COLLEGE
Founded 1853

Mount Vernon, Iowa

A FULLY ACCREDITED

CO-EDUCATIONAL

LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE

GRINNELL COLLEGE
Established 1846 GRINNELL, IOWA

Oldest college west of the Mississippi; more than 100

years of rich educational tradition have earned for

Grinnell a significant place in the American scene.

A modern four-year liberal arts curriculum for men

and women with emphasis on development of the

individual. An entire week of freshman counseling

preceding the opening of school insures a wisely

pianned social , cul tural
,
and academ ic program .

Small classes providing a close and permanent stu

dent-faculty relationship. Located in central Iowa

on a beautiful campus of 74 acres. No Greek letter

societies but the "Oxford
Hall"

dormitory plan of

living. Students from 42 states all-inclusive fee.

For catalogue and information address:

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

GRINNELL, IOWA

"The good Education of Youth

has been esteemed by wise Men in

all Ages, as the surest Foundation

of the Happiness both of private

Families and of
Common-wealths."

Benjamin Fravklin, Founder

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

Ihe College of St. Catherine
A Standard Liberal Arts College

for Women

The only exclusively women's college in the Twin

Cities. Awards the B.A., B.S., and B.S. in Library
Science degrees.

PHI BETA KAPPA GAMMA OF MINNESOTA

APPROVED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF

AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES

CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

For Information address the Dean

Cleveland and Randolph St. Paul 1,Minn.

l/Uofford L^olleae

Spartanburg, South Carolina

STANDARD

LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE FOR MEN

Offers courses that lead to Medicine, Law,
Business, Engineering, Teaching, and

Preaching.

Write for catalogue and full information to

Walter K. Greene, President

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg
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LEO STEIN emerges from a retirement of more than twenty years

to issue a salty challenge to American intellectuals in an article called "Ritual

and
Reality."

GEORGE WHICHER brings back to life the vagabond scholar-poets

of the lateMiddle Ages in his graceful and charming "Sons of
Goliath,"

replete

with inimitable translations.

ALBERT GUERARD, in "Ten Levels of
Language,"

writes with

wit and penetration of the various levels of communication, and their relation

to our basic problems.

STEWART HOLBROOK relates the adventures of the Bostonians

who made the first
"through"

trans-continental railroad trip to San Francisco,
in his latest piece of hilarious Americana, "Coast to Coast in the Steam

Cars."

F. LYMAN WINDOLPH, in a lucid discussion of the problems

attending world government, "Wanted: A
Sovereign,"

warns of some per

plexities and snares that must not be disregarded.

AMERICAN SCHOLAR FORUM presents "Should the Scientists

Resist Military
Intrusion?"

with contributions by LOUIS N. RIDENOUR,
SEYMOUR HARRIS, DONALD YOUNG and others.

IRWIN EDMAN discourses in his popular department, UNDER

WHATEVER SKYon everything from cycles in American politics to the

relative merits of busses and street cars, town and country.

LOUISE BOGAN, guest reviewer in THE REVOLVING BOOK

STAND, offers a brilliant analysis of modern poetry in "Experiment and
Post-Experiment."

and many other features

<3&>zsg>zs6>zsgx^

J4av& you

Been the

MZtU

ScUo-lan.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE USE COUPON BELOW

THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR

5 East 44th Street, New York 17, N. Y.

Please send THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR to the address

below for

? 1 year $3.00 ? 2 years $5.50 ? 3 years $7.50

? I enclose remittance.

? Bill me.

Name

Street -

City State

MUNDELEIN COLLEGE
CHICAGO

A day college for women with an enrollment of

1,112 students.Mundelein offers a general curric

ulum in Liberal Arts and Sciences, with special

courses leading to degrees in Art, Drama, Home

Economics, Music, Social Service, and Teacher

Training.

Located in the Rogers Park residential district on

the north side in Chicago. Mundelein has two

registration dates, the second week in September
for the regular two semester session, the third

week in June for the summer session.

For Information:

ADDRESS: THE REGISTRAR

6363 Sheridan Road Chicago 40, Illinois

f^Anna Head

School for Girls
Established 1887

College Preparatory. General Post Graduate

Courses. Accredited East and West.

Lower School. Outdoor life the year round.

Tennis. Swimming. Hockey. Riding. A

homelike school in a college town. Week-end

camping on 25 acre ranch in Santa Cruz Mts.

Write for Catalogue.

T. R. Hyde, M.A. Yale and

Lea G. Hyde, B.A. Smith

2526 Channing Way, Berkeley, California

Yale University

SCHOOL OF NURSING

A Profession for the College Woman

An intensive, thirty
months'

course in nursing

Bachelor's degree from a college of approved

standing ia required for admission.

For catalogue and information address:

THE DEAN

Yale University School of Nursing

New Haven, Connecticut

rrVRTT
5 East 44tn Street

^B-"-
New York 17, N. Y,

Please send illustrated order blank

showing the sizes of the $5, $6, and $7

keys, bars, and pin attachments to

Name

A ddress

4>BK DIRECTORY

A few copies of the latest edition {1941) of

the *BK Directory are available. No new

edition is contemplatedfor some time. Orders

will be postpaid anywhere in the U. S.

ORDER FORM

PHI BETA KAPPA DIRECTORY

5 East 44th St., New York City

Please entermy order for ajjopy of the Phi

Beta Kappa Directory.

I enclose ? check for $6.00

? money order

Name. . .

Address .

RUMFORD PRESS

CONCORD. N. H.www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg
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