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Freedom and the Unity of Knowledge

This article is based on Mr. Oates’ address
at a symposium on liberal education held
at Wabash College in October, 1957. Mr.
Oates is professor of classics and chairman
of the special program in the humanities
at Princeton University.

HE tripartite organization of this

I symposium on liberal education

seems natural to all of us. To invite
three persons, one each from the domains
of natural science, social science, and the
humanities, more or less explicitly re-
flects the threefold divisional structure of
the curriculum in most of the institutions
of arts and sciences throughout the coun-
try. We have all become so accustomed
to this “divisional” approach that we tend
to accept it and its implications uncriti-
cally, just as though the lines of demarca-
tion between these divisions had a sacred
and unchallengeable reality in their own
right. Against this habitual and, at least
at the moment, traditional attitude of
mind, I should like to urge that the prin-
ciple of the unity of knowledge is not
merely an empty set of words, but accu-
rately designates what all institutions ded-
icated to the life of the mind seek to
acquire and impart. In other words, the
relation of the three of us in this sym-
posium, each representing his own baili-
wick of learning, is not additive but
organic. Knowledge is one. Diversity char-
acterizes the people who seek it.

1 do not propose to belabor the evils
of specialization or of departmentalism, or
inter-divisionalism or of general educa-
tion. We can take it for granted that
every teacher worth his pay, however un-
justly low it may be, knows that he must
face and resolve as best he can this di-
lemma: liberal education must be both
broad and deep. I do want to address my-
self to the principle of the unity of knowl-
edge by exploring a bit the notion of
freedom.

But first I would like to illustrate the
kind of tricks that the divisional frame
of mind plays upon those of us who are
in the academic life. When we were in
the early stages of organizing the Council
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of the Humanities at Princeton, members
of the conventional humanistic depart-
ments were asked about the role of the
humanities. They insisted that theirs was
the really important business in educa-
tion, that they alone were the sole cus-
todians of values and of tradition, that
the natural and social sciences were con-
cerned with quantity and measurement,
not quality. The natural and social scien-
tists, on the other hand, vociferously pro-
claimed that their subjects were really
humanities, and that they promulgated
values and principles. The upshot of it
all was that we finally came to recognize
how we were behaving. We realized the
palpable fact that we all needed each
other, that we were allies and not rivals.
In substance, the real situation is some-
thing like this: The scientist knows that
his subject involves human values. The
social scientist knows he must use appro-
priate scientific techniques and he knows
as well how difficult it is to divorce his
own enterprise from that of the human-
ities. Furthermore, the humanist desper-
ately needs the natural scientist and the

social scientist if he is going to keep his
own thinking clear and rigorous. The
natural sciences and the social sciences
know how the humanities can develop, in
a very peculiar and distinctive way, the
kind of creative imagination that is in-
dispensable in experiment and research.
In fact, they all must know that values
and principles underlie all their activities
and that they must all, therefore, have
a philosophy if they are to understand

and interpret the nature of the values and
principles with which they are concerned.

But now to turn to the notion of free-
dom, may I attempt, by means of per-
haps a crude or oversimplified analysis,
to show how any effort to plumb this in-
credibly rich conception involves one in
every territory of the intellect’s activity—
which may be a way of indicating what we
mean by the phrase “the unity of knowl-
edge.” I believe this same kind of illus-
tration could be effected by analyzing any
one of a number of other equally found-
ing notions in our culture or tradition.
I choose freedom, as a value or principle
that seems to be embedded deeply in re-
ality, simply because of its relation to lib-
eral education. My purpose in analyzing
freedom in this present context is that
it may perhaps give us some additional
insight into the goal of a liberal educa-
tion as well as to show how knowledge
is one,

AT the outset I suppose we ought to be
aware of the philosophical or meta-
physical assumptions upon which the ar-
gument will be based. In the first place I
am assuming that the human individual is
of infinite worth, and secondly that his
will is in some sense free—for the simple
reason that it would be very difficult to
attach any significant value to a puppet,
to a being that was not self-determined
in some degree, and responsible accord-
ingly. And thirdly I am assuming that
human life in fact has purpose, that tele-
ology is a profoundly valid activity. Any
adherent of an extreme form of mecha-
nistic materialism clearly will be my op-
ponent from the very beginning.

Let us now address ourselves to the
conception, or value, or principle: free-
dom. As a matter of fact, I do not care very
much what you call it. My own meta-
physical approach would be in the Pla-
tonic mode, that is, I would hold that a
Form or an Idea of Freedom exists and
has some kind of vital relation to the
phenomena involving freedom in the
world of our experience. As for freedom
itself, it is perhaps commonplace to ob-
serve that it can be viewed both positively
and negatively. In recent years the nega-
tive aspect has been emphasized. We have
subtly been invited to think of freedom



as freedom from restraint, restraint of all
sorts, on the somewhat naive assumption
that everything would be just fine if these
restraints were removed. This freedom
from or negative freedom may be even
more dominant in a curious way than per-
haps we realize. For example, take Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s famous “Four Free-
doms”: Freedom of speech and expression;
Freedom to worship; Freedom from want;
and Freedom from fear. Notice that it is
explicitly negative freedom in the case
of want and fear. It is also implicitly neg-
ative in the case of speech and expression,
for it really means freedom from restraint
in these instances. In other words, in
only one out of the four is positive free-
dom present: freedom to worship.

It is true that the negative sense must
always be present in any thinking about
freedom. In the sphere of the social and
political its point is very clear, as for
example in a remark of a recent political
theorist: “Liberty must always be con-
ceived, if a philosophy is to be an ade-
quate one, as relative to law. It can never
be absolute; some restraints are inevitable;
some opportunities have to be denied
simply because men must live together.”
Even though the negative sense must re-
ceive appropriate emphasis, a moment’s
reflection will reveal that freedom viewed
only as freedom from restraint is a pretty
sterile conception. It must be completed
by insisting upon the positive aspect. In
other words, “freedom from” must be
completed by the notion of “freedom t0,”
as in freedom to worship, or “freedom
for,”” or finally “freedom why.” Clearly no
fundamental thinking about the problem
can be carried on without facing squarely
the question of purpose, without asking,
“Why are we free? What are we going to
do with our freedom?” Freedom viewed
sheerly in its negative aspect invites a
kind of anarchic ethic of self-gratification,
and as such would be unacceptable to
most men. Certainly this is not the human
“yalue” for which men have fought and
died from the very beginning of recorded
history, long before the Greeks at Mara-
thon. But freedom viewed in the per-
spective of purpose leads one inevitably
into the most fundamental of all ques-
tions: What is the nature of man and
what is his destiny?

A glance at St. Augustine’s analysis of
the will may be instructive at this point.
There are three states of the human will.
First is the condition of posse peccare:
the will is free to choose, but its range
of choices includes only actions that are
unrighteous. In Augustinian terms, this
amounts to a spurious kind of freedom.
Second is the state of posse non peccare:
the will has the ability not to sin, as a re-
sult of the advent of Grace. Such was
Adam’s condition before the Fall, and
such is the condition of men upon whom
Grace has been visited. The range of the
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will’s choices in this state is extended, for
not only can it still initiate unrighteous
action but also it is now capable of right-
eous action. The third and final state
is that of non posse peccare, the complete
inability to sin. This happy circumstance
comes to the human will only after death
when the saved soul enjoys God in Para-
dise—and, for St. Augustine, this is the
only state in which the will enjoys per-
fect freedom: freedom from the “bondage
of sin,” if you will, but freedom for an
eternity of righteous action. Whatever
may be your view of this conception of
the will’s freedom, it is important to note
that in all three states St. Augustine sees
it always as positive, that is, in the com-
plete perspective of the action that will
ensue.

To pursue our analysis further, let us
try to summarize all the conditions
that limit man’s freedom. To do this, I
would like to introduce the conception
of Reality as comprising everything that
can be said to exist in any sense whatso-
ever. Let us call this “Reality as it really
is.” We have, of course, a number of
fairly sound bits of knowledge about this
Reality, but its true nature is ultimately
a mystery to us; it is unknown to us in
its complete character. For the human in-
dividual who finds himself, and such free-
dom as he may possess, as a part of this
Reality, there are certain things that are
given, which he must accept, about which
he is powerless to do anything. These are,
first, the fact of Time and the fact of
Space. Then there are natural phenomena
of various kinds. In the order of physical
nature, there are such things as the fact

of atomic and molecular structure, or the
fact of gravity. In the biological order
there is the fact of heredity; and in the
psychological order there is the phenome-
non of the brain, its motor centers, and
its mysterious capacity to have various
types of experience and to record them
in memory. And then finally there is His-

tory as past, that infinite body of events
that have taken place—what actually hap-
pened, which nothing in Heaven or on
earth can alter or change.

Over against this mass of the given—
this vast congeries of data that limit or
condition our freedom, but also give us
clues as to the nature of Reality as it
really is—there stands an imposing set of
interpretations. These interpretations rep-
resent the constructs of the collective
minds of men in their effort to give as
intelligible an account as possible of this
Reality—and the interpretations them-
selves have likewise a way of limiting or
conditioning the freedom of man. There
are the interpretations of the natural
sciences, the hypotheses that often go by
the name of “laws,” such as the “law” of
gravity, or the second “law” of thermody-
namics. In the realm of morality there
are the widely varying codes of behavior,
ranging from those sanctioned by the
mores of a primitive tribe to those ethical
systems undergirded by a powerful meta-
physic or by religious vision. It goes with-
out saying that these moral formulations
profoundly influence the lives of men, as
individuals, as members of society, and as
members of a body politic. To these must
be added the interpretations of Reality
that the great religions of the world have
laid before the mind and heart of man.
And, lastly, there is History, not as past,
but as written—as written and rewritten
by successive generations of historians, as
they seek to understand this past not
only for its own sake, but also for the
sake of the light it might shed on the
future. Could we not say that the his-
torian is doing his share in the task of
probing more deeply into Reality as it
really is? History, too, as written and re-
written, limits and conditions the life of
man and the nature of his freedom.

In the light of this analysis, let me re-
peat that the will cannot argue with what
I have called the given. These comprise
the brute facts with which men must live.
One cannot will the fact of gravity out of
existence. But on the other hand, the great
task of each human will—and here I con-
tend that the will is ultimately free, or
can be made so by seeking to eliminate
the grievous blindnesses that beset it—the
great task of the will is to choose which
one of the interpretations it will adopt
or which combination of them. This
choice will determine for the individual
what for him is the goal of man. Further,
it will determine for him his conception
of the nature of the will itself and how
it may function. These two conceptions
taken together will determine for him the
answer he will give to the question, Free-
dom for what?

It should be clear that every man must
choose his interpretation, the interpreta-
tion on which he is placing his wager,
as Pascal would have it, in the light of all
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relevant evidence of all sorts and orders.
And here I hope that in some measure I
have succeeded in demonstrating that one
cannot reflect fruitfully about freedom
without ranging through the entire spec-
trum of human learning, from science, to
social science, the arts, philosophy, his-
tory, and religion. In this context, at least,
Knowledge indeed appears to be one.
But how is one to distinguish between
a superior or an inferior interpretation?
Judicious appraisal of relevant evidence
is obviously essential. May I suggest that

the notion of “Reality as it really is,” con- ,

ceived objectively, may be helpful? May
we not say that the superior interpreta-
tion is the one that more closely approxi-
mates “Reality as it really is”? The closer
the chosen interpretation approximates
Reality, the better will be the man’s sense
of goal, and—I would even go so far as to
say—the more genuine will be the quality
of the man’s freedom. If he freely pursues
a false goal that only remotely approxi-
mates Reality, his freedom must in fact

be less genuine, for there is a sense in
which he is being enslaved by the “false-
ness” of that goal. If ever man could
(which he cannot) fully comprehend this
true Reality we have been talking about,
then his would be the true goal, and the
quality of his freedom would be perfect.
Perhaps we might even suggest that those
monuments of the creative and specula-
tive minds of men, those monuments that
have stood the test of time, occupy their
high position because they embody within
them the most profound visions into the
essence of Reality as it really is. I mean
the Iliad, the Oresteia, the Oedipus, the
Book of Job, the Gospels, the Upanishads,
the works of Plato, Aristotle, and Kant,
the B-Minor Mass, the Ninth Symphony,
Hamlet, Lear, the Sistine Chapel. Maybe
this is why the casual phrase of St. Augus-
tine, securus judicat orbis terrarum, “the
judgment of the world is sound,” proved
to be so full of meaning for John Henry
Newman—and for that matter, for us.

Viewed in the perspective of this kind
of thinking about freedom, the task of
liberal education is unmistakable: it is to
impart to its students the breadth and
depth of vision wherewith freely to
choose, and to rescrutinize throughout a
questing lifetime, a sustaining interpre-
tation of that which is. All educators ded-
icated to this purpose are and must be
Humanists, if that title is to bear the dig-
nity and worth that it deserves.
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Is Intelligence Always a Handicap?

(From The New York Times, February
23, 1958. Reprinted with permission.)

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22—Senator
George D. Aiken of Vermont this week
asked a question in the Foreign Relations
Committee that deserves an answer.

“Who,” he inquired, “would want to
see the Senate of the United States run
by ninety-six Phi Beta Kappas?”

This may turn out to be the most pro-
vocative question since Bill Terry asked
whether the Dodgers were still in the
league. It obviously terrified the right hon-
orable gentleman from Vermont, who
likes his seat and is not a member of the
honorary scholastic society, but it is worth
dreaming about anyway.

Among the Phi Beta Kappas who have
had something to do with the affairs of
this city were John Quincy Adams, Mar-
tin Van Buren, Franklin Pierce, Ruther-
ford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, Grover
Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, William
Howard Taft, Woodrow Wilson, Calvin
Coolidge, and Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Also: Charles Francis Adams, Newton
D. Baker, Norman H. Davis, Edward Ever-
ett, John Hay, Henry Cabot Lodge (sen-
ior), Dwight W. Morrow, Elihu Root, Wil-
liam H. Seward, Henry L. Stimson, Nor-
man Thomas, and Daniel Webster.

There were, and indeed still are, a few
fairly useful jurists in this company,
among them Louis D. Brandeis, Benjamin
N. Cardozo, Rufus Choate, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Jr., Charles Evans Hughes, John
Marshall, John Bassett Moore, Owen ]J.
Roberts, Harlan F. Stone, Joseph Story.
And this is not to mention Felix Frank-
furter, William O. Douglas, and John
Marshall Harlan, who can, if they wish,
still clink their Phi Beta Kappa keys on
the Supreme Court bench.

The late Robert A. Taft of Cincinnati
was a Phi Beta Kappa, and Mr. Aiken
used to think he was a fairly good Sena-
tor. And just to prove that even in this
anti-intellectual age some voters do not
regard academic excellence as a disquali-
fication for public office, there are eleven
Phi Beta Kappas in the Senate today.

These are John J. Sparkman of Ala-
bama, Spessard L. Holland of Florida,
Paul Douglas of Ilinois, Hubert Hum-
phrey of Minnesota, John C. Stennis of
Mississippi, Mike Monroney of Okla-
homa, Joseph Clark of Pennsylvania
(from Harvard, yet!l), Theodore F. Green
of Rhode Island, and A. Willis Robert-
son of Virginia, all Democrats. And Irv-
ing M. Ives of New York and Clifford P.
Case of New Jersey, Republicans.

It cannot be said that this is a list of
chalky pedagogues, or, for that matter,
that they are the best eleven Senators on
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Capitol Hill, but they are good enough
to make a man look around for more.

Would the quality of the Senate be
lowered in this scientific age by the pres-
ence of Alan T. Waterman, head of the
National Science Foundation; Ernest Or-
lando Lawrence, director of the Radia-
tion Laboratory, University of California;
Dr. Merle Tuve, director of the Depart-
ment of Terrestrial Magnetism, Carnegie
Institution of Washington, or Dr. James
R. Killian, Jr., President Eisenhower’s
Special Assistant for Science and Tech-
nology—all of them members of Phi Beta
Kappa?

Would Ohio be worse off if its Repub-
lican Phi Beta Kappa Governor, C. Wil-
liam O’Neill, replaced its Republican
Senator, John Bricker, or Michigan feel
blue if G. Mennen Williams brought his
bow ties and his Phi Beta Kappa key to
the Senate to replace Pat McNamara?

Senator Aiken could surely not com-
plain, as a stanch conservative, about
having Bernard M. Baruch or Nelson
Rockefeller in the upper chamber, for
Mr. Baruch is right in line of succession
to those other famous Phi Beta Kappas,
Otto Kahn, Cyrus McCormick and Owen
D. Young. And Nelson Rockefeller fol-
lows naturally in the path of his Phi Beta
Kappa father, John D. Rockefeller, Jr.

Other Phi Beta Kappas could also
probably make their way in the upper
chamber, among them Governor Edmund
S. Muskie of Maine, Arthur M. Schle-
singer, Jr., of Massachusetts, and Herbert
Brownell, Jr., of New York, to say noth-
ing of such Congressmen as Hale Boggs
of Louisiana, Brooks Hays of Arkansas,
and Walter Judd of Minnesota.

The country is not short of practical
men of academic excellence; they are
merely blurred by the mocking joke about
eggheads. We even have a couple of great
sports stars with Phi Beta Kappa keys
who could give the sitting Senators a run
for their money in Maryland or Colorado
—namely, Byron “Whizzer” White, the
All-American from the University of
Colorado (who finished No. 1 in his class
at the Yale Law School and is now a
lawyer in Denver), and Dr. William Barry
Wood, the former Harvard football cap-
tain who is now a physician and a vice-
president of the Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Maybe all these distinguished men
would not improve the Senate, and cer-
tainly any patient man could make an-
other list of ninety-six different Phi Beta
Kappas who would make it worse. But if
Senators scoff at Phi Beta Kappas and
Presidents prefer the company of retired
distillers, steel tycoons, and mudpack art-
ists, who is to put an end to this silly and
derisive national joke about intellectuals?
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C. Vann Woodward

THE JACKSONIAN PERSUASION:
Politics and Belief. By Marvin Meyers.
Stanford. $5.

A new subtlety and a lot of fresh per-
ception and original thought have gone
into the making of this rewarding study.
The author has succeeded in adding a
new dimension to the study of political
thought and in wringing new meanings
out of old sources. The Jacksonians are
viewed with detachment as both creators
and critics of their system, and old in-
terpretations of the period come in for
reassessment. Mr. Meyers writes skillfully
and attractively. His book is enthusias-
tically recommended.

BANKS AND POLITICS IN AMERICA
FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE
CIVIL WAR. By Bray Hammond. Prince-
ton. $12.50.

Mr. Hammond has put many years into
his study of banking “as a point of obser-
vation whence one looks over the land-
scape and spies out things not to be seen
clearly from any other angle.” Given the
importance of credit in a nation of specu-
lators, what he spies out is highly signifi-
cant for the understanding of American
history. He debunks the myth of the
“poor debtor” and demolishes a whole
array of Jacksonian clichés. For good
measure and for comparative purposes
he throws in a history of Canadian bank-
ing. An important book full of mellow
wit and sharp insight.

THE SOUTH IN NORTHERN EYES,
1831 to 1861. By Howard R. Floan. Texas.
$3.95.

The author has assembled the views of
the leading literary figures of New Eng-
land and New York. He finds the New
Yorkers, Bryant, Whitman, and Melville,
more accurate and understanding of the
South than the New Englanders, whose
views differ in no important respect from
the propaganda image of the South de-
vised by Garrison and Phillips. None of
them realized the literary potentials of
the tragic experiences that were unfold-
ing before them.

THE DEMOCRATIC ROOSEVELT: A
Biography of Franklin D. Roosevelt. By
Rexford Guy Tugwell. Doubleday. $8.50.

Although Mr. Tugwell did not meet
Franklin Roosevelt until the spring of
1932, his biography takes on the character
of personal memoirs. Tugwell is a con-
fessed admirer but a critical and discrimi-
nating one. His attitude is best revealed
by his own statement: ‘“There was much
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that was worthy of praise; there were
some things to be deplored; there were
some disastrous decisions; but there was
nothing of inconsequence.” As a frequent
participator in the events and decisions
he describes, he brings a wealth of rich
observation and experience to his task.
As a one-volume life of Roosevelt (a large
one), this book is first in the field.

MIGHTY STONEWALL. By Frank E.
Vandiver. McGraw-Hill. $6.

The old classic on Stonewall Jackson
by G. F. R. Henderson is at last sup-
planted by a book that is more thorough
and complete. Using new materials, Mr.
Vandiver investigates in detail the pre-
war years of Jackson and unearths much
that explains the general’s later peculiari-
ties. The military narrative is written
with clarity and superb zest. While not
uncritical of Jackson’s military career,
Vandiver considers the great reputation
he earned secure and deserved. Among
the many Civil War books of late years,
this biography is outstanding.

Robert C. Angell

600 MILLION CHINESE. By Robert
Guillain. Criterion. $5.

The author, a French correspondent,
returned to mainland China for two
months in 1956. He records vividly the
impressions gained in extensive travels.
He finds that Communism has brought
remarkable material achievement but
terrifying spiritual degradation. Marxist
doctrine has been so successfully incul-
cated and Russian technicians are so es-
sential that he sees no prospect of a rift
with the Soviet Union. One may wonder
about the validity of sweeping generali-
zations based on brief observation.

AN EPITAPH FOR DIXIE. By Harry S.
Ashmore. Norton. $3.50.

The Little Rock editor who opposed
the actions of Governor Faubus analyzes
the contemporary South. Though he be-
lieves the leaders’ fears of economic re-
prisal from the U. S. Government and
northern business will prevent organized
violence, he gives no clue how the mod-
erates are to be released from the thrall
of the White Citizens Councils to get on
with the job of gradual desegregation.

Address Changes

Members are requested to use a
Key Rerorter stencil if possible in
notifying Phi Beta Kappa of a change
of residence. Otherwise, the address
to which Phi Beta Kappa mail was
previously sent, as well as chapter
and year of initiation, should be in-
cluded in the notice. This informa-
tion should be directed to Phi Beta
Kappa, 1811 Q Street, N.-W., Wash-
ington 9, D. C. Please allow at least
four weeks’ advance notice.

STYLE AND CIVILIZATIONS. By 4. L.
Kroeber. Cornell. $3.

The elder statesman of American an-
thropology draws upon his great knowl-
edge and wisdom to discuss lucidly the
role of style in the arts, in science, and in
civilizations. His comments on Danilev-
sky, Spengler, Toynbee, and Sorokin are
scrupulously fair and always enlightening.

AMERICAN HUMANISM. By Howard
Mumford Jones. Harper. §3.

The thesis of this small volume is that
humanism is a point of view, a concern
for the dignity of man and its expression
in all fields of knowledge and art. It is
not to be identified with the humanities,
which are frequently pursued only with
technical expertise. On the other hand,
some scientists work for the sake of man-
kind. The Founding Fathers gave us a
rich tradition of humanism to which we
must revert for the sake of ourselves and
the world.

THE DIRECTOR LOOKS AT HIS JOB.
Edited by Courtney C. Brown and E.
Everett Smith. Columbia. $2.75.

Report of a high-level symposium on
the responsibilities, functions, and com-
position of boards of directors of large
American corporations. The record has
been edited so as to preserve the verbal
interchange while eliminating trivia.

THE MORMONS. By Thomas F. O’Dea.
Chicago. $5.

A careful study of the history and pres-
ent adjustment of the Mormons. Of spe-
cial interest is the discussion of the in-
ternal strains and conflicts accompanying
loss of isolation and re-integration into
the general stream of American culture.

Albert L. Guérard

RELIGION AND THE REBEL. By
Colin Wilson. Houghton Mifflin. §4.

I came to scoff. Wilson's sudden vogue,
compared with Camus’ slow ascent, made
him the Elvis Presley of Existentialism.
Nothing novel. Lucifer invented rebellion.
Spurning the world, and shirking uncon-
genial work are ancient and common.
But Wilson is no flamboyant show-off. He
thinks honestly. He writes well, without
tricks. His rich information is at second-
hand: so is Spengler’s, and most of Toyn-
bee’s. Discovering facts is not so impor-
tant as looking at facts intelligently. A
minor prophet? I'd nominate him for a
professorship-at-large, if not at Stanford,
at any rate at Harvard.

THE PHOENIX AND THE SPIDER.
By Renato Poggioli. Harvard. 5.

Title cryptic and precious, in the tra-
dition of our Metaphysicals. An Italian
teaching Slavic to Slavs and New Eng-
landers, Poggioli is Comparative Litera-
ture incarnate. Our knowledge of Russian
literature is spotty; so, starting with the

THE KEY REPORTER



giants, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Poggioli art-
fully leads us to the less familiar classics,
Goncharov, Chekov, Bunin, and then to
the dimly known, Rozanov, Isaak Babel.
Not a text book, and not a loose bundle
of essays: “general literature,” or high
criticism, in the best sense.

THE POVERTY OF HISTORICISM.
By Karl R. Popper. Beacon. §4.

Historicism, for Popper, is the belief
in ineluctable laws. All things flow, but
according to eternal rules. The true his-
torian could predict, like the astronomer.
This may take the form of Providential-
ism—God’s decree; or of Materialistic
Determinism: Marx's decree. Not incom-
patible with activism: man can and
should hasten the kingdom of God and/or
Marx, through conversion or revolution.
. So this historicism may be utopian; a new
heaven and a new earth. In opposition,
Popper advocates cautious progressivism,
trial and error, the piecemeal technologi-
cal approach.

FREUDIANISM AND THE LITER.
ARY MIND. By Frederick |. Hoffman.
Louisiana State. §5.

Freud’s influence on Joyce, Lawrence,
Kafka, Mann, Sherwood Anderson, Waldo
Frank, Scott Fitzgerald; and more briefly
Conrad Aiken, Ludwig Lewisohn, Dylan
Thomas, Henry Miller. Ends oddly with
the precursors of Freud—remarkable for
its sanity and balance. Chiefly a contri-
bution to the great problem of influence.
Influence seldom means creation; rather
catalysis; at times merely vogue, and a
new look in terminology. If Freudianism
is true, it existed before Freud, but not
cribb’d and cabin’d into a system. The
greatest Freudian literature will be found
in Kierkegaard, Schopenhauer, Dostoev-
sky, Baudelaire, Nietzsche, when Freud
was still waiting in limbo.

VOLTAIRE, HISTORIAN. By J. H.
Brumfitt. Oxford. $4.

Cheshire-cat Voltaire left but his grin
behind: Candide. But he was genuinely
great in many fields, and particularly as
one of the founders of modern history.
Breaking the narrow framework of court
annals, and of the Greco-Latin, Judeao-
Christian tradition, he wrote solid works
of “integral” or ‘“social” history (Siécle de
Louis XIV) and of “universal” history
(Essai sur les Mceurs). A brief study, well
informed and perfectly balanced. Raises,
and throws light upon, all essential prob-
lems of spirit and method in the writing
of history. Highly recommended.

SAINTE-BEUVE. By Sir Harold Nichol-
son. Doubleday. $5.

A mean soul in a ludicrous body. A
treacherous friend. A poor poet. An un-
certain novelist. Not a true critic, for he
was blind to contemporary greatness—
Vigny, Stendhal, Balzac—and infallible
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only when confirming the obvious. But a
keen mind and a subtle craftsman. A
unique psychological portraitist. Inter-
ested and well versed in religious matters
(Port-Royal). Timid in practical life, a
free and courageous thinker. Mystery of
the Adele Hugo episode well probed, not
solved. Not Nicholson’s sprightliest, but
not unworthy of the Old Master.

Lawrence A. Cremin

CHANGING VALUES IN COLLEGE.
By Philip E. Jacob. Harper. $3.50.

A genuinely disturbing book, based on
some 850 research studies, which shatters
cherished assumptions about the impact
of formal college programs on the values
and attitudes of students.

AMERICAN EDUCATION IN THE
TWENTIETH CENTURY. By I. L.
Kandel. Harvard. $5.

An objective, though not uncritical, re-
view of recent developments in pedagogi-
cal thought and practice by the dean
among American students of comparative
education,

IN THE UNIVERSITY TRADITION.
By A. Whitney Griswold. Yale. $3.

The President of Yale, in fifteen ur-
bane and cogent essays, discusses the na-
ture of freedom, the mission of the uni-
versity, and the meaning of a liberal
education.

THE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE: A
Chapter in American Cultural History.
By George P. Schmidt. Rutgers. $6.

A well-written, nicely illustrated, and
thoroughly engaging history by a long-
time student of higher education.

The Key Reporter

Published quarterly October, January, April,
and July by the United Chapters of Phi Beta
Kappa at the William Byrd Press, Richmond,
Va. Editorial and executive offices, 1811 Q
Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C. Editorial
opinions contained are those of the writer
and not necessarily those of the United Chap-
ters of Phi Beta Kappa.

Advertising rates upon application. Subscrip-
tion, 20 cents a year, $1.00 for five years.
Second class mailing privileges authorized
at Washington, D. C.

Editor: Elizabeth Frazee. Consulting Editor:
Carl Billman. Book Committee: Robert C.
Angell, Guy A. Cardwell, Robert K. Carr,
John Cournos, Lawrence A. Cremin, Albert
L. Guérard, Louis C. Hunter, Kirtley F.
Mather, George N. Shuster, C. Vann Wood-

ward.

SOVIET EDUCATION FOR SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY. By Alexander G.
Korol. Wiley. $8.50.

SOVIET EDUCATION. Edited by
George L. Kline. Columbia. $3.50.
SOVIET YOUTH. Edited by Dorothea
L. Meek. Humanities Press. $5.50.

Three solid volumes for those whose
appetites have been whetted by the Of-
fice of Education report on Education in
the U.S.S.R. Mr. Korol's book, a more
general treatment than its title would
suggest, provides a balanced combination
of hard-to-get statistical data and pene-
trating ideological analysis. The Kline
and Meek volumes are anthologies, the
former a collection of first-hand reports
on pre-war Soviet education by refugee
students and teachers, the latter a com-
pilation of informative excerpts from the
recent Soviet press.

George N. Shuster

A shelf of new.books speak reverently,
probingly of the nature of man and of
life. Paul Weiss, Yale’s noble metaphysi-
cian, gives his doctrine fresh pertinence
and breadth in MODES OF BEING
(Southern Illinois University, $10). Per-
haps this sentence indicates the core of
what he has to say: “To know who he is
[man} must know what he represents; to
know what he represents he must know
what it is for man to be; and to know
what it is for man to be he must know
the modes of being.” THE IMMENSE
JOURNEY, by Loren Eiseley, (Random
House, $3.50) conjures up a scientist's
vision of Nature with almost startling
beauty of phrase; and in Edmund W.
Sinnott’'s MATTER, MIND AND MAN
(Harper, $3.50) the same vision leads to
religious conviction. “History is not a
problem to be solved, but a mystery to be
looked at,” concludes Jacques Maritain
in ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF HIS-
TORY (Scribner’s, §3.50). The quest here
is for wisdom rather than for answers.
Those who wish to be teased out of
thought will find the means in MAN
AND TIME, edited by Joseph Campbell
(Pantheon, $5). Here is the third volume
of papers from the Eranos Yearbooks.
THE REFORMATION, by Will Durant
(Simon and Schuster, §7.50), is the sixth
volume of this writer's STORY OF CIVI-
LIZATION. Writing so much is a prodi-
gious feat, and as a general account of the
period it almost succeeds. But the treat-
ment of religious issues is strangely im-
precise and diffuse. MEN OF WISDOM,
a new Harper series of paper-backs, starts
with four impressive illustrated little
books. (St. Paul and the Mystery of Christ,
by Claude Tresmontant; Augustine and His
Influence Through the Ages, by Henri
Marrou; Buddha and Buddhism, by Mau-
rice Percheron; and Master Eckhart and
the Rhineland Mystics, by Jeanne Ancelet-
Hustache. $1.35 each.)



Are you looking for information about . . .

Scholarships?

These publications will be helpful:

e Financial Aid to College Students:
Undergraduate. By Theresa Birch Wil-
kins. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare: Office of Education Bulletin
1957, No. 18. 1.

e Financial Aid to College Students:
Graduate. By Richard C. Mattingly. De-
partment of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare: Office of Education Bulletin 1957,
No. 17. 50¢.

The undergraduate directory lists more
than fifteen hundred institutions by
States, with data on location, control,
composition of the student body, the
highest level of work offered, enrollment,
and charges in 1955-56 for tuition, re-
quired fees, board, and room. It includes
the number and average value of schol-
arships for freshmen, and the total num-
ber, average value, and approximate
range of all scholarships; the number and
average value of loans, their availability
to freshmen, their annual and two- or
four-year maximum, the rate of interest
before and after the student leaves the
institution, and the date of the first and
final payments; and the average compen-
sation of teaching and research assistants
and other employed students.

The bulletin on graduate awards gives
similar information about the institution,
loans, and employment opportunities.
Fellowships are listed by field of study.

Copies of both bulletins may be pur-
chased from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office,
Washington 25, D. C.

e Handbook on International Study. In-
stitute of International Education. $3.

Lists awards and grants of more than
250 scholarship programs, ranging from
grants for the mature specialist to awards
for undergraduates; the names and serv-
ices of organizations willing to help the
student find living quarters or meet new
people; and many other useful data about
international study. A special section
covers summer study abroad. The book
may be ordered from the Institute of In-
ternational Education, 1 East 67th Street,
New York 21, New York.

o World Wide Graduate Award Direc-
tory. The Advancement and Placement
Institute. $2.

Covers awards for advanced work avail-
able from 350 universities and founda-
tions in the United States and thirty for-
eign countries. Copies may be examined
at graduate schools, university placement
or deans’ offices, public and college li-

Winners of the two $150 scholarship prizes offered by the University of Washington chapter and the

Puget Sound Association receiving congratulations from Chapter President Barnet Baskerville. Both

prizes go to students with the highest academic standing in their classes. Af. left is Carol E. Yowell, a

senior majoring in physics, and in the center is Rose L. Dennis, an entering freshman, When Miss

Yowell was a senior in high school, she received one of the book awards presented by the two Phi

Beta Kappa groups to the outstanding boy and girl in the graduating class at twenty-five Seattle
high schools.

braries, or may be ordered from the In-
stitute at Box 99E, Greenpoint Station,
Brooklyn 22, New York.

A Summer Job?

e The 1958 Summer Placement Direc-
tory, also published by the Advancement
and Placement Institute, includes infor-
mation about career trainee positions,
work camps, travel tour agencies, and
many other summer opportunities in the
United States and twenty foreign coun-
tries, Copies may be examined at many
placement or deans’ offices, libraries, or
school superintendents’ offices, or may be
ordered from the Institute at Box 99G,
at the address above, for $2.

A Permanent Job?

o Government Careers: Opportunities
for College Graduates, by Jay B. Westcott
of the Maxwell Graduate School of Citi-
zenship and Public Affairs, describes
career opportunities for college graduates
in the Federal Government, and State
and local governments, with special refer-
ence to New York State. It also discusses
the role of graduate school training for
the public service in public administra-
tion, and in the social, physical, and bio-
logical sciences. Copies may be ordered
from the Syracuse University Press for §1.

e The Alumnae Advisory Center, a
non-profit association of member colleges,
will provide assistance to job-hunters in
New York City by advising them on tech-
niques, showing them how to assess their
experience, and how to go about finding
what they want. Alumnae of non-member
colleges may become Associate Members
(dues: $10) or may use the center on a
fee basis. Further information may be se-
cured from the center at 541 Madison
Avenue, New York 22, New York.

Costs of Attending College?

e That is the title of the Office of Edu-
cation Bulletin 1957, No. 9, prepared by
Ernest V. Hollis and associates. It is an
analysis of the data obtained from replies
to a questionnaire received from thou-
sands of students at a representative
group of institutions of higher education
in the United States. Copies may be pur-
chased from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office,
Washington 25, D. C. Price: 45¢4.
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Advanced Placement Program Provides

Rich Diet for Able High-School Students

education for unusually talented

secondary-school students has been
undertaken by the College Entrance Ex-
amination Board. Known as the Advanced
Placement Program, it began several years
ago with experiments supported by the
Fund for the Advancement of Education,
and has been sponsored, with financial
help from the Fund, by the College Board
since 1955.

The first step in the program takes place
in both public and private schools with
the establishment of college-level courses.
At Cincinnati’s Walnut Hills High School,
for example, an advanced course in Eng-
lish covers a great deal of ground usually
reserved for college freshmen. In addition
to doing intensive work in composition
throughout the year, the students study

!. N interesting project to strengthen

the short story, the novel, analysis of ar-
gument, and the techniques of poetry,
with readings that include Melville, Joyce,
Faulkner, Milton, Chaucer, and T. S.
Eliot. In the spring they take an intensive
examination designed to test their famili-
arity with the artistic processes of writ-
ing, and their ability to deal with
problems of interpretation and criticism.
They might be asked to analyze a poem or
a prose passage, to discuss a particular
literary technique, and to compare two
or more works, establishing the literary
uniqueness of each.

The three-hour examinations, adminis-
tered by the Educational Testing Service,
are mainly of the essay type and are pre-
pared by school and college teachers un-
der the auspices of the College Entrance
Examination Board. The results deter-
mine the student’s eligibility for credit
or advanced placement at the college of
his choice. The program has nothing to
do with actual admission to college. School
reports and examination books are sent
in July to the college the student will en-
ter in the fall. Examinations are offered
in English composition, literature, Ameri-
can history, European history, French,
German, Latin, Spanish, mathematics,
physics, chemistry, and biolog}:.

Many colleges grant credit and ad-
vanced placement for satisfactory work
in the courses and examinations; others
give advanced placement only. Sir}ce ‘the
program is relatively new, some 1nstitu-
tions have not yet set their policies, but
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interest has grown tremendously every
year. A few students have been getting
enough credit to accelerate; this year thirty
boys went straight from secondary school
into the sophomore class at Harvard.

Some schools begin advanced work in
the sophomore or junior year and carry
groups through two or three years. Others,
unable to institute a full-fledged program
because of inadequate facilities or sched-
uling difficulties, provide instruction of a
tutorial nature in conjunction with regu-
lar courses. In any case, an ordinary en-
richment program is not enough; real
college work is required. A mathematics
sequence must allow for a full year of
calculus, with some analytics. “If the sen-
ior has to spend time on trigonometry,”
says Program Director David A. Dudley,
“he will not have time to study enough
calculus to do well on our examination.”
Experience indicates that students chosen
on the basis of interest as well as superior
ahility and achievement are likely to
profit most from the program; they main-
tain a high level of accomplishment
throughout their college years.

According to Charles R. Keller, direc-
tor of the program from 1955 to 1957, “it
is an enterprise which contains more by
way of intangibles, by-products, deriva-
tives, and hopes than of tangibles and
realized gains. I have developed,” he con-
tinues, “an ‘iceberg theory’ of the Pro-
gram. So much more lies below the sur-
face than appears at or above the surface.”
Although the advanced courses are estab-
lished for the ablest students, there is
evidence that the whole school benefits
from them. The teachers have responded
with great enthusiasm to the challenge of
learning new subject matter.

The Advanced Placement Program has
also had a substantial effect on school
curricula and has been credited with
being a major influence in current efforts
to improve mathematics programs. A
school considering advanced placement
courses in mathematics or languages, for
example, may find that the inquiry even-
tually leads to consideration of intro-
ducing algebra in the eighth grade or
language study in grammar school. The
program offers, in short, both an opportu-
nity and a challenge to schools, colleges,
and able students. By breaking down ar-
tificial barriers and by eliminating dupli-
cation of ground covered both in sec-
ondary school and in college, the program
can reshape curricular thinking and bene-
fit education as a whole.

Further information may be obtained
from the Director, Advanced Placement
Program, 425 West 117th Street, New York
27, New York.

Questions—the right questions—can be of
crucial importance. And each issue of THE
AMERICAN SCHOLAR raises new and vital
questions.

Questions in the Spring Issue

Q

What changes must take place in American
attitudes if communism is to be contestea
effectively ?

The Devil and Soviet Russia
by HAROLD J. BERMAN

Q

Is Germany shifting from anti-Semitism to
philo-Semitism?
Germany’s New Flagellants

by ALFRED WERNER
MARGARET MEAD, in reply to DR. WERNER,
discusses the German attitude toward in-
dividual and collective responsibility.

Q

Is the contemporary trend toward conformity
as harmful as it is often portrayed?
Comfort and Fun by DANIEL LERNER

Q

Would the development of an aristocracy
destroy American democracy or revive Ameri-
can culture?
Nobility and the United States

by OSCAR MANDEL

Special Introductory Offer
Spring Issue

FREE

The new Spring issue will be
sent free with each subscription
to THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR en-
tered now. Don’t delay. Order
your copy immediately.

The American Scholar Dept. D9

1811 Q Street, N.W. Washington 9, D. C.
Please send me the Spring 1958 issue without
charge and enter my subscription for the term
checked.

O 15 year $2 0O year $4 (O 2 years $7

O3 years $9 O payment enclosed O please bill




To The Editor

“The Guide of Life” by C. J. Ducasse,
which appeared in the January issue,
prompted much comment from our read-
ers. Although many of our correspondents
praised the article warmly, we have se-
lected for publication one letter that is
representative of the critical commenis.

I would like to take issue with the
opinion which Professor C. J. Ducasse
expressed in his article “The Guide of
Life” in the January issue. If love of wis-
dom is the guide of life, then surely Pro-
fessor Ducasse should go one step further.
It is the epitome of wisdom to be able to
recognize one’s own limitations. Let us
acknowledge first, and frankly, that man
did not create the universe, nor did man
create this minute cohesion of molecules
and atom: he labels the “earth’”” Even
Professor Ducasse admits that man, with
all his scientific advances, now stands in
danger of destroying “the whole of life
on earth or even the very earth itself.”
To believe that this creature homo sapiens
can work out his own destiny with no
aid from his Creator is anything but wis-
dom; it is the height of pretension.

To condemn religion because *“bigoted
men who were ignorant, stupid, arrogant,
sadistic, or perverse . . . have too often
interpreted the dogmas of their religion
as warranting wars, persecutions, and
senseless cruelties . . .” is no different
from condemning good food because it
has been poorly cooked. Certainly “love
of wisdom” has been used with dire re-
sults, also. Throughout the centuries,
tyrants such as Hitler have caused merci-
less suffering while believing that they
were acting wisely for the benefit of their
class, race, nation or even a larger goal.

While not belittling “love of wisdom”
as a guide of life, I heartily protest calling
it “the guide of life.” Only pure, unmoti-
vated love, in harmony and fellowship
with God and fellow-man, is the guide of
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life. This is the kind of love which in
Biblical Greek is called agape. It differs
from eros, which seeks value, in that
agape loves even the least deserving; and
by so loving, it creates value. Agape is
the type of love which God has con-
sistently manifested toward man from the
beginning. To love with agape does not
mean to love “not wisely but too well.”
It includes using wisdom, scientific knowl-
edge, and all pertinent information.
Professor Ducasse states that “at the
time a decision has to be made, no way
exists for any man to make a wiser one
than by the procedure” which he had just
described. True wisdom would require

first humble acknowledgement that man
alone is not capable of shaping his own
destiny, and that it is pretension for him
to believe that he can do so. Then it
would require recognition of Divine sov-
ereignty of the universe, and earnest ex-
pression of desire for fellowship and har-
mony with God and fellow-man. Those
four steps which Professor Ducasse pre-
scribes could be useful, but only within
the framework of humility and love.

DoroTHY ARNETT DIXON
Berkeley City, Missouri

Mr. Ducasse Replies

To reply adequately to what Mrs,
Dixon says, 1 would have to write at ex-
cessive length. If, however, she were to
look up a book entitled 4 Philosophical
Scrutiny of Religion which I published
a few years ago, she would, I think, see
that I do not underestimate the impor-
tant functions of religion in the life of
man. The table of contents would give
her an idea of the attention I have paid
to religious issues.

Her remarks seem to overlook the dif-
ference between the guide of life, which
is what I was discussing, and the motive
power in life. In an automobile, the steer-
ing wheel has functions different from the
motor; so both are needed. Anyway, I
agree that if mankind were motivated by
altruistic love to a greater extent than it
is, its life would probably he somewhat
better. Yet the common saying that the
way to hell is paved with good intentions
means that intelligence, information, and
clear thought are indispensable if the
fruits of loving intentions are to be de-
pendably good.

As regards the “creation” to which Mis.
Dixon alludes, I do not know of any rea-
son to believe that the universe was ever
“created”—as distinguished from under-
going changes, from one state to another,
as it keeps doing and doubtless always
has and will. For if everything that exists
must have had a cause that created it,
then that goes for the creator too; but if
anything can exist without having been
created, why not the world too?

Also, T notice that she employs through-
out the vocabulary of the Judaeo-Chris-
tian theology. But why does she pick that
theology, as if it were known to be au-
thoritative? Just because it was the par-
ticular one to which the geographical
accident of her birth subjected her from
infancy?

C. J. Ducasse
Providence, Rhode Island

:
A
Ko

©

paajueiend
a8e1sod winiar pue Surpremiog

‘D 'd ‘6 uoiBuryse s

“M'N 193118 O 1181

VddvVi V139 1dd
101 1U3s 5q p[noys s31dod JrqersanEpul
281D SuIpIemioy 19400 oy anp a3eysod
WM pajer ‘pIEmloy aseard ‘umouy !
SS3IPPE MIU S,938$21PPE pue 200 anok
je J[qeIAlapun 3 Z}[Hlsvwlsod

YALIOLTY AAY dAH L



	Book title
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 


