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1971-72 PHI BETA KAPPA VISITING SCHOLARS 

Phi Beta Kappa's Visiting Scholars for 1971-72 will include 
ten distinguished men and w o m e n whose fields of activity 
range from creative writing to Antarctic exploration. 

N o w in its fifteenth year, the program continues its chief aim 
of bringing to the campus Scholars with a wide range of inter­
ests and the ability to communicate to both specialists and the 
general undergraduate community. A reading of chapter re­
ports indicates that scheduling currently emphasizes very in­
formal sessions with students. The Scholars, students and 
campuses heartily support such gatherings, which come under 
many different names — snack bar conference, general rap 
session, coffee break, open forum, lunch-discussion — but 
which all take place in a relaxed atmosphere where there 

can be real 'give and take' and 
fcthe discussion can deal with par­
ticulars. One Scholar wrote, 
"Those are the moments which 
seem best to me; it is not only that 
I enjoy them more, but they are 
the moments when I think an 
older mind really reaches a 

younger one." 

One of the scholars for 1970-71, 
pointed out that not only should 
informal gatherings be planned 
but the day should be arranged 
so that unstructured events might 
occur; "The mood of m y visit was 1 | J ' 
informal, relaxed, seemingly un-
demanding. For example on the Walter Kaufmann 
first day I . . . had the afternoon completely free before a 
dinner and the formal evening lecture. But I was put up in 

a . . . guest suite and at the 
end of m y lecture invited any 
student who wished to pursue 
the topic further to drop by in the 
afternoon where I would be read­
ing and having coffee in m y room. 
I left the door open and there 
was a constant flow-through of 
students from around 2 p.m. to 
about 5:30; it was simply great— 
easy, moving conversation with 
people coming and going, and the 
kind of time when one feels his 
visit is really worthwhile." And 
the chapter reported enthusiasti-

Robert Nisbet cally, "For once the visiting dig-
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nitary was not only a distant figure on a lecture platform, but a 
man to meet face to face-to query-to rebut-to get to know." 

Each year the Visiting Scholar 
panel is planned during the sum­
mer more than a year before the 
actual visits, at a meeting of the 
senate committee in charge of the 
Visiting Scholar Program which 
recommends and chooses ten men 
and w o m e n representing various 
fields of the humanities, social 
sciences and natural sciences. 
Official announcement of the 
panel for the coming academic 
year is made the following Janu­
ary to the Phi Beta Kappa 
chapters and their sheltering in-

Froelich Rainey stitutions, with the requirement 
that all requests be sent to the national office by April in 
order to have the Scholars' campus visits worked out by the 
first part of summer. U p to this point the coordinating and 
scheduling are executed by the Washington, D.C. office but 
with the Scholars' itineraries set up, the crucial planning must 
be made by the committees at the college and university level. 
Each visit usually lasts two to three days with arrangements 
being shared by members of the local Phi Beta Kappa chapter 
and faculty members from the Scholar's field of interest and 
related disciplines, and with all preparations subject, of course, 
to the Scholar's approval and suggestions. 

Schedules will differ with each campus, but a carefully 
planned, varied and interesting program might be something 
such as one scholar described. ". . . the Phi Beta Kappa organi­

zation here is obviously as ex­
perienced as it is enthusiastic, and 
it managed a sensible blend of 
activities that were full and far-
ranging without being exhausting. 
T w o classes, a faculty seminar, a 
student lunch, some student con­
ferences, faculty coffee, and a 
well attended, responsively aud-
ienced, public lecture. Unusually 
well advertised, the lecture even 
drew some ex-students from 
Chicago!" 
The ten men and women who have 
accepted appointment for this next 
year are: 

w 

Hanna Holborn Gray 
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Reuben A. Brower 

Gordon A. Craig 

Laurence M. Gould 

REUBEN A. BROWER 

A critic of literature and writer of poetry 
and prose, Mr. Brower has been professor 
of English at Harvard since 1953. Recipi­
ent of two Guggenheim Fellowships for 
study in England and Italy, he has also 
been a Fellow at Stanford University's 
Center for Advanced Study in the Be­
havioral Sciences. In 1968-69 he was 
a Fulbright visiting professor at Oxford 
University and in 1970, Martin Classical 
Lecturer at Oberlin. Among his numerous 
books, three have won prizes. Alexander 
Pope: The Poetry of Allusion received the 
Phi Beta Kappa Christian Gauss Award, 
The Poetry of Frost was given The Ex-
plicator Award, and his editorship of On 
Translation received Honorable Mention 
for the Harvard Faculty Prize. 

GORDON A. CRAIG 

An historian with particular interest in 
modern diplomacy and German history, 
Gordon A. Craig has been a professor at 
Stanford since 1961. He has been Hon-
orar professor of the Free University of 
Berlin since 1962, and during 1956-57 
was a Fellow of the Center for Advanced 
Study in the Behavioral Sciences and The 
Institute for Advanced Study. Mr. Craig 
is author of such works as The Politics 
of the Prussian Army, 1940-45; Europe 
Since 1815; On the Diplomatic Revolu­
tion of Our Time; and War, Politics and 
Diplomacy: Selected Essays. 

LAURENCE M. GOULD 
President emeritus of Carleton College, 
Mr. Gould is now professor of geology 
at the University of Arizona. He was di­
rector of the United States Antarctic Pro­
gram for the International Geophysical 
Year, 1957-58; and has made numerous 
field trips to the polar regions, among 
others as assistant director and geographer 
of the Putnam Baffin Island expedition in 
1927, and as second in command and 
geologist of the Byrd Antarctic expedition 
from 1928 to 1930. President of the 
United Chapters from 1958-61, Mr. 
Gould is also a past president of the 
American Association for the Advance­
ment of Science. He has been trustee of 
the Ford Foundation and of the Carnegie 

Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching and a member of the National 
Science Board of the National Science 
Foundation. 

HANNA HOLBORN GRAY 

A professor of history at the University^^ 
of Chicago, Mrs. Gray is presently divid-^B 
ing her time between a visiting appoint-^^ 
ment at the University of California at 
Berkeley and residence at the Center for 
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sci­
ences at Stanford. A Fellow at the Center 
also in 1966-67, she was a Newberry 
Library Fellow (1960-61), A A U W Fel­
low (1954-55), Fulbright Fellow (1950-
51), and has taught at Bryn Mawr and 
at Harvard. Co-editor of the Journal of 
Modern History and author of a forth­
coming study on Renaissance historiog­
raphy, Mrs. Gray's special interests are 
the history of humanism, the relationship 
between intellectual and religious devel­
opment, and the revival of antiquity in 
early modern Europe. 

NANCY HALE 
Primarily a creative writer, Miss Hale is 
the author of numerous novels and short 
stories. For eight years she taught and 
lectured on creative writing at Bread 
Loaf, and has also taught at other writers' 
conferences. Her latest work is The Life 
in the Studio, and her novel Secrets will 
appear this spring. Other novels include 
The Prodigal Women and The Sign of 
Jonah; among her collections of short 
stories are Between the Dark and iii.4^ 
Daylight, and The Pattern of Perfectiom^J 
In addition she is author of The Realities 
of Fiction, a series of essays dealing with 
creative writing problems, and New Eng­
land Discovery, an anthology of New 
England writing. Miss Hale has just re­
cently been included in Fifty Years of the 
American Short Story. 

WALTER KAUFMANN 
Mr. Kaufmann, professor of philosophy 
at Princeton since 1947, is known as an 
author, educator and translator. Among 
his published works are, Nietzsche; Cri­
tique of Religion and Philosophy; From 
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The New Unreason: Its Implications For Phi Beta Kappa 
by Robert B. Palmer 

• I t gives m e great pleasure to welcome you to the ranks of 
Phi Beta Kappa and to the privileges and responsibilities, 
obvious and latent, which go along with that honor. The 
obvious privileges, I suspect, I need not spell out for you. 
Rewards for excellence are usually understood by their re­
cipients and the community which establishes the standards 
of excellence it wishes to recognize and honor. In the case 
of Phi Beta Kappa that community has been the community 
of scholars who represent Phi Beta Kappa on campus to­
gether with the larger community of students and scholars w h o 
have in the past acquiesced willingly to the standards of ex­
cellence Phi Beta Kappa professes to foster. 

I say "in the past" because it is no longer clear that this 
acquiescence can be counted upon in the future — in fact, 
there are growing indications that some of our brightest stu­
dents and some of our younger scholars are no longer willing 
to accept the criteria for excellence which most of our chap­
ters have used over the years. Let m e take grade point aver­
ages as an example. In the past, these have been used as the 
most reliable indicator for achievement. In our larger uni­
versities there is little else to go on since few professors really 
know their students and subjective criteria seem quite out of 
place. Still the less docile student will argue with some truth 
that a grade point average does little to measure intellectual 
achievement in an era in which much which is considered 
intellectually relevant is practiced outside of the classroom 
or in classes which would normally not be considered part of 
the "liberal arts" curriculum. 

The next criterion for excellence mentioned in most chapter 
by-laws is the criterion of "good character." Most chapters 
approach that with a grain of salt and consider a student 

^Hwithout a pchce record to be a person of "good character." 
^ ^ Y e t our not so docile student will argue again with some 

truth that "good character" can rarely be measured with 
justice in an era in which both social and private values have 
become increasingly relative and when there is little agree­
ment about the qualities which a "good man" should have. 

Or take our last criterion for admission: "broad cultural in­
terests." Can there be, it is argued, any agreement on such 
a vague term? Can it really be measured by courses taken, 
and is there really any time for such a thing in a world which 
needs people who are desperately committed to broad social 
interests or, perhaps, even to narrowly based social interests 
like the plight of our minorities, the Vietnam War, and the 
pollution problem. 

T o such students, and I repeat they are often our brightest 
students, what is being measured in Phi Beta Kappa is some­
thing which comes out of another society, another past, an­
other era in which the college was an ivory tower where the 
emphasis lay with the "liberal arts" and an unimpassioncd 
search for an abstract truth which never was. 

None of this inflated rhetoric really disturbs m e very much 
— in fact, in m y secret moments I a m somewhat encouraged. 
There still seems to be a desire on the part of students to 
recognize excellence, even excellence in intellect, and behind 
the rhetoric lies after all, a rather firm and idealistic commit­
ment to values, however confusedly they may be expressed. 
Most students seem to understand that the liberal arts supply 
the last stepping-off place for value oriented inquiry, and most 
are a little astonished and vaguely distressed when those of 

^ ^ us w h o represent the "lily pure" liberal arts capitulate to 

Robert B. Palmer is Professor of Classics at Scripps College where 
this talk was given on May 26, 1970. 

radical demands with a weary shrug of the shoulder. Besides, 
as a classicist, I have experienced it all before in the age of 
the sophists, in a Thrasymachus, an Antiphon, even a Gorgias. 

But the sophists were at least reasonable men who believed 
that reason and a certain amount of rational inquiry could 
supply tests for truth. What does disturb m e is the cult of 
unreason which sweeps in like a Dionysiac revel rout in the 
wake of the new elite and its newly found romanticism. What 
can one say to an obviously intelligent student who refuses 
to follow the normal methods of inquiry because he believes 
passionately that the greatest mistake m a n ever made came 
when he surrendered intuition to reason? And what does one 
say to the rash of courses which capitalize on the new roman­
ticism to feel, smell, and taste their way into reality? Are 
they too part of the liberal arts curriculum as this has been 
defined by Phi Beta Kappa or are they to be relegated to the 
limbo to which the fine arts were condemned? And what 
does one do when the college in despair must close its doors 
for a week or so because the unreason which surrounds it in 
the world outside finally receives its unreasoned response 
from those who live within? 

The motto of our society is Philosophia Biou Kuhernetes, 
"love of wisdom, the helmsman of life." Y o u will note it says 
wisdom, not knowledge, not even love of learning. A n d yet 
wisdom, as all of us know to our sorrow is not easily come 
by. It can not be granted to us in a blinding light as conver­
sion came to Paul on the road to Damascus. It comes instead, 
if it comes at all, from thousands of internalized examined 
decisions, from a deep commitment to life, from what Plato 
in his Laws calls a soul in harmony with knowledge, judg­
ment, and discourse and here Plato means by discourse, the 
soul's discourse with reason. 

If Plato is correct, the first and perhaps the only qualification 
for membership in Phi Beta Kappa we should make of you 
should be that you have learned or are in the process of 
learning "to think truly," and the only responsibility which 
we can place upon you as we grant you the key of the society 
is that you continue "to think truly" through life. 

Let the key act as an amulet with apotropaic powers. But 
where most amulets are designed to ward off evil, let the 
key ward off unreason, the curse of the unexamined life and 
the intemperance of the blind thymos. You have by accepting 
it committed yourself to reasoned discourse and the life of 
the mind. That is not always a happy condition — in fact, 
it may often set you off from the crowd and can bring you 
to the brink of despair and existential loneliness. But it can 
have its moments of joy when the mind delights in the dance 
of the intellect and the excitement and ecstasy which can 
only be experienced there. In any case there must always be 
some of us who embrace this condition when others insist 
upon acting out the litany of life impulsively and kinetically. 
Perhaps it may seem a paradox to you at the moment, but 
there is little question that the life of examined thought can 
be as intense and as demanding as that of its romantic coun­
terpart. Certainly it adheres to a code of arete as intense as 
that espoused by Achilles in Iliad. As followers of that code 
you must defend it passionately against the violent attacks 
which will be made against it by the apostles of unreason. 
And yet the weapons you must use are not violent ones; for 
reason is gentle, its voice is soft and never strident, it can 
never afford conceit, nor can it refuse to listen, however great 
the temptation may be at times to turn away and avoid the 
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