










ogy of the "sigmfier" and the "signified." Good-
hill does not deal directly with performance 
but employs modern critical approaches to 
plumb the inner and subtextual levels of the 
play. 

Arcana Mundi: Magic and the Occult in 
the Greek and R o m a n Worlds. Tr. and 
intro. by Georg Luck. Johns Hopkins, 1985. 
$30; paper, $12.95. 

Luck's thesis is that we cannot understand 
the Greeks and Romans without knowledge of 
their "dark" side. He divides the arcana 
mundi, "secrets of the universe," into magic, 
miracles, demonology, divination, astrology, 
and alchemy; introduces each topic with a 
clear, scholarly explication, notes, and bibliog­
raphy; and follows with good translations of 
relevant Greek and Latin passages from 
Homer, Varro, Virgil, Seneca, Lucan, the 
magical papyri, Apuleius, Philostratus, Plu­
tarch, Iamblichus, Zosimus, and the like. A 
much-needed book. 

The Friendship of the Barbarians: Xene-
phon and the Persian Empire. Steven W. 
Hirsch. Univ. Press of New Eng., 1985. $25. 
The attitude of the ancient Greeks toward 

non-Greeks/barbarians is more complex than 
has been supposed, even by scholars. Hirsch's 
well-written, well-documented analysis of 
passages from Xenephon's works, especially 
his Cyropaedia, refutes tendentious accounts 
emphasizing anti-Persian statements. By ex­
amining these as well as statements favorable 
to the Persians and by taking into account the 
work of scholars on ancient Iran, Hirsch gives 
a balanced view, showing Xenephon to be far 
more respectful and admiring toward the 
Persians. 

The Greek Way of Death. Robert Garland. 
Cornell, 1985. $22.50. 
Charon and the Crossing: Ancient, Me­
dieval, and Renaissance Transformations 
of a Mvth. Ronnie H. Terpening. Bucknell, 
1985. $39.50. 
Garland's book is a succinct, nicely orga­

nized summary of ancient Greek attitudes and 
practices concerning death, burial, the after­
life, and relations between the dead and the 
living; the approach is broadly anthro­
pological, using archaeological, inscriptional, 
and literary evidence. Terpening's book is an 
exhaustive literary study of only one of the 
ministers of Hades, the famous ferryman, in 
Greek, Roman, and later Italian sources; the 
vitality and versatility of the myth are demon­
strated, as is the widespread human appeal of 
the mystery of the crossing. 

Metaformations: Soundplay and Word­
play in Ovid and Other Classical Poets. 
Frederick Ahl. Cornell, 1985. $29.95. 
A titanic and very important effort to per­

suade readers of classical literature to attend 
to the multiplicity of meanings and aural re­
inforcements of meaning that classical poets 
layer into their very syllables by "etymology." 
Lamenting the influence of etymological stud­
ies as pursued by modern linguists upon liter­
ary studies, Ahl does indeed persuade one to 
reread not only Ovid, but all the important 
Greek and Latin poets in light of the more 
ancient approach, which some scholars unfor­
tunately dismiss as "folk" etymology. The 
study of the pun may, in short, prove to be the 
highest form of scholarship. All Greek and 
Latin quotations are translated. 

EARL W. C O U N T 

Early Man and the Cosmos. Evan Hading-
ham. Univ. Oklahoma, 1985. Paper, $11.95. 
Long before the dawn of history, Homo sought 

to become sapient about his world, which in­
cluded the heavens. His values shaped his 
search, and vice versa. For reasons still 
opaque, European Megalithic men monitored 
the lunar phases and the solstices; at all 
events, these commanded ceremonials and 
enormous communal physical efforts. The 
Mesopotamian skywatchers and their zig-
gurats eventually generated our astronomy 
and the secular, scientific approach to phe­
nomena. The Egyptian pyramid builders bent 
their efforts to merge the spirits of their pha-
raohs into the celestial deity. The Mayas un­
remittingly explored the regularities of the 
heavens, to further their political order. The 
Incas developed landmarks and sightlines 
from the summer solstices for their cere­
monials, but, lacking versatile writing 
schemes, they could not pass from protracted 
records to an astronomy. North American un-
sophisticates and Polynesian mariners sought 
the heavens to serve the here-and-now or what 
was about to be in their immediate worlds: 
they asked of the heavens shrewd questions, 
but time-accuracies were not of essence. Thus, 
Chumash, Kwakiutl, Pawnee, and Pueblo, the 
vanished "Old Ones" of the American South­
west, needed assurance offish runs, the return 
of buffalo, the sprouting of maize; the Poly­
nesians pinpointed landfalls amid the ocean; 
and shamans sought celestial powers to cure. 
This overview falls short of covering the 

world, but it enthralls nevertheless. 

The Olmecs: The Oldest Civilization in 
Mexico. Jacques Soustelle. Tr. by Helen R. 
Lane. Univ. Oklahoma, 1985. Paper, $10.95. 
Between 1862 and 1938 cryptic hints of a 

vanished civilization sprouted in Mexico's 
Central Plateau; since then, a crescendo of 
revelation has grown to certainty: colossal 
heads, stelae, altars, sculptures, always force­
ful, sometimes utterly beautiful, bespeak the 
self-confidence of a gifted power. The Olmecs, 
who flourished between 1500 and 400 B.C., 
built on still more ancient autochthonous 
patrimonies. Perhaps they expanded to em­
pire status, yet they passed into no subsequent 
Mayan or Toltec-Aztec legend. Nevertheless, 
present-day Mexican folk cultures seem the 
better understood, if we assume some linger­
ing cultural momentum. This habile treatise 
by a ranking authority is well translated. 

Quetzalcoatl and the Irony of Empire: 
Myths and Prophecies in the Aztec Tradi­
tion. David Carrasco. Univ. Chicago, 1984. 
$22.50; paper, $7.95. 
Ironically, the very ethos that first gave the 

Aztecs their imperial rule undid them when at 
last the Spaniards emerged from outremer. 
Quetzalcoatl, born in Tollan, was theprimum 
mobile of the four ages past; the present re­
sided in the fifth and last age, wherein the 
Aztec oligarchy ruled under the special Aztec 
gods. Quetzalcoatl, a self-imposed exile, was 
expected to return and take over the suprem­
acy of the fifth age; what then? Such was the 
time-world of the Aztecs that they lived at 
once in past, present, future. And so it hap­

pened that Montezuma pondered Cortes's ar­
rival: was he Quetzalcoatl or his herald—or an 
interloper? Montezuma delayed—until too 

late. The author displays a happy blend of 
disarming simplicity and profound insight. 

Japanese Society: Tradition, Self, and the 
Social Order. Robert J. Smith. Cambridge 
Univ., 1985. Paper, $8.95. 
An adaptation of a series of Lewis Henry 

Morgan lectures at Rochester University— 
this should be credential enough. But this 
book also encompasses many of anthropology's 
sharpest insights: What distinguishes con­
temporary, "developed" Japanese society? Its 
modernization began when the oligarchs "re­
stored" the "emperor" to a regnancy in which 
three elements—the Confucian cosmic order 
reduced to human dimensions, the Shinto an­
cestral veneration raised to a state religion, 
and the Buddhist personal ethic (incapable 
nevertheless of instituting a church d la Occi­
dent)—combined to enable the Japanese to 
cope with chosen Western innovations. One 
result was a state educational system that not 
only enforces knowledge but also super­
imposes a code of morality that encompasses 
the nation. The edifice does not dichotomize^ 
good and evil but stresses ritual an|^ 
ceremony; the Japanese assume that individ­
uals—hence society—are perfectible. And 
they seem to be achieving goals for which 
Americans had predicted that their own ways 
were indispensable. 

LEONARD W. D O O B 

The Making of a Moonie: Choice or Brain­
washing? Eileen Barker. Basil Blackwell, 
1984. $19.95. 
A scholarly, balanced, unbiased portrayal of 

the demographic, social, and psychological 
pressures determining whether persons (prin­
cipally in England and California) do not join, 
join, or leave the Unification Church which 
seeks "the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth" and 
which affirms, in the words of one of its leaf­
lets, that "the revelation that God gave to Sun 
Myung Moon was given quietly in the East, 
but it has given men and women throughout 
the world new happiness and new hope." This 
British sociologist has carefully assembled 
and weighed data from previous analyses and 
from her own interviews and questionnaires. 
Above all, she has sensitively observed and 
participated in informal gatherings and work­
shops of the Unification Church. Here is a 
splendid illustration of how modern sociology 
can provide a documented, well-researched 
reply to the question raised by the book's sub­
title. Undoubtedly, "brainwashing," as the 
buzz word is crudely and carelessly employed^^ 
has not been a Moonie technique; rather. ^J 
significant clue to Moon's success is to be found 
in the chaos of our times. 

Mexico: A History. Robert Ryall Miller. 

Univ. Oklahoma, 1985. $19.95. 
History south of the Rio Grande is far older 

and more componential than history north o| 
it: early Indian peoples, pre-Columbian higll 
cultures, Spanish conquests that radically 
transformed but could not eradicate cultures, 
a colonial N e w Spain, empires and republics. 
From each of these, something has endured. 
An uneasy amalgam composes a virile and 
gifted nation, still bent in its own way on 
maturing. The author, a veteran historian, 
strides, apparently without effort, among 
Mexico's social, religious, political, economic, 

and aesthetic dealings. 
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Psychotherapy in the Third Reich: T h e 
Goring Institute. Geoffrey Cocks. Oxford, 

1985. $24.95. 
A fascinating, detailed account of the fate of 

psychotherapy under the Nazis, largely as a 
result of the institute headed by the cousin of 
Jield Marshal Goring who therefore was able 
Ito curry favor with the regime. In part, as one 
psychiatrist remarked, "In normal times w e 
render expert opinion on | psychopaths I; in 
times of political unrest they rule us." During 
this period, the genuine need for therapy by 
some civilians and military personnel enabled 
the "Aryan" psychiatrists, nevertheless, to 
make "major strides" in demonstrating their 
genuine utility to the medical profession and 
throughout the Reich. Jung was respected and 
perhaps too helpful; Freudian psychoanalysis 
could not be ignored, despite corruption, skul­
duggery, and the prevailing ideologies. Yes, 
an evil dictatorship pervades all aspects of a 
society, yet some good practices manage some­
how to survive. 

Artificial Intelligence: The Very Idea. 
John Haugeland. M I T Press, 1985. $14.95. 
A lucid, enthusiastic analysis of computers, 

their history, their problems and limitations, 
and their accomplishments, including the 
challenge to understand the ways in which 
h u m a n beings reason. You cannot construct a 
machine to function like us until you first 
know about us systematically and thus can 
decide whether "we are computers ourselves." 
The style of the author (a philosopher) is more 
than a trifle malapert ("as any fool can see," "a 
dream come false," "odd ducks on this pond"). 
H e also uses other devices to keep his readers 
awake and active: exercises, drawings, puz­
zles, tables, charts, and even a photograph of a 
''real" w o m a n allegedly thinking. The book's 
phallenge is unavoidable. 

People in Cities: The Urban Environment 
and Its Effects. Edward Krupat. Cambridge 
Univ., 1985. $39.50; paper, $12.95. 

A valiant, sprightly essay that summarizes 
not only the "hodgepodge" (the author's own 
accurate word) of relevant social science and 
historical research, but also the heterogenous, 
conflicting, and sometimes commonsense 
views of architects, journalists, and ordinary 
persons concerning urban communities. The 
author deals almost exclusively with Ameri­
can cities, but the appraisal is sufficiently 
eclectic to provide an ambiguous answer to the 
central question, "What does it m e a n to live in 
a big city?" Although ultimately the reply 
must spring from the reader's own experience, 
his or her sensibility m a y be improved by 
drifting through this volume. 

Anna Freud: A Life Dedicated to Children. 
U w e Henrik Peters. Schocken, 1985. $24.95. 

Regrettably a completely nonpsychoana-
lytic account of the travels, lectures, papers, 
books, and clinical experiences of Freud's de­
voted youngest child who never deviated from 
her papa's basic doctrines but who merits the 
worldwide acclaim she received as the pro­
ponent of "a self-sufficient theory of the child's 
normal and disturbed psychic." Half of her life, 
until forced to flee by the Nazis, she spent in 
Vienna, the other half largely in England. The 
book teems with fascinating chitchat concern­
ing the numerous analysts with w h o m this 
energetic, nonfeminist, lay analyst creatively 
interacted; thus w e have a history of psycho­
analysis via persons. 
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Nietzsche: Life as Literature. Alexander 
Nehamas. Harvard, 1985. $17.50. 

A critical, almost grudgingly sympathetic 
dissection of this inescapable, prolific, not 
overly modest, philosophical gadfly who emitted 
such seemingly profound sparkles as "some 
are born posthumously," "become who you 
are," "all truth is crooked," "good actions are 
sublimated evil ones," and "the death of God." 
O h yes, of course, and also Ubermensch. Like 
it or not, philosophers and neophilosophers, 
who are now confronted perhaps with decon-
structionism, cannot resist being challenged 
by Nietsche's views, even though he seems 
never to have emerged with a coherent sys­
tem. Perhaps such an "often murky and pas­
sionate" thinker merits the author's charac­
terization oiBeyond Good and Evil as being, in 
his words, banal, vague, inconsistent, and 
incoherent. 

RUSSELL B. STEVENS 

Wasp Farm. Howard Evans. Cornell, 1985. 
$9.95. 
T h e Pleasures of Entomology: Portraits of 
Insects and the People W h o Study T h e m . 
Howard E. Evans. Smithsonian Institution, 
1985. $14.95. 
In a Patch of Fireweed. Bernd Heinrich. 
Harvard, 1984. $18.50. 

As the titles suggest, these three volumes 
deal with various aspects of the enormously 
diverse and complex world of insects. From a 
technical standpoint, they do so convincingly 
and well. But it is for the insights they provide 
into the motivations of the authors as prac­
ticing entomologists, and the sheer joy they 
obviously derive from their chosen life work, 
that the books are to be recommended—plus 
the special accolade that they are well, enter­
tainingly, and convincingly written. 

Bioethics: Dilemmas of Modern Medicine. 
A n n E. Weiss. Enslow, 1985. $11.95. 
The word dilemmas in the subtitle of this 

slim volume could not have been better chosen. 
The author understandably does not under­
take to resolve the profound difficulties she 
identifies but does range widely and percep­
tively, as indicated by such chapter titles as 
the rights of patients, organs for sale, bioethics 
and h u m a n experimentation, genetic engi­
neering, a right to die?, and ethics and money. 
Over time, our society as a whole must some­
how face up to these issues; it can do so best if 
the citizens are informed. 

T h e Intertidal Wilderness. Anne Wertheim. 
Sierra Club, 1985. $25; paper $14.95. 

Books like this could not possibly have been 
produced until color photography had itself 
been brought to a high level; Anne Wertheim 
has exploited the technique fully in these re­
markable photographs. With the accompany­
ing commentary, the reader has a tool for 
making a seaside excursion far more than 
merely a casual stroll. 

A Feeling for the Organism: The Life and 
W o r k of Barbara McClintock. Evelyn Keller. 
W . H. Freeman, 1983. $17.95; paper, $8.95. 

To this reviewer, Keller's work has three 
components: an account of corn genetics for 
the past half-century or so in the context of 
national and international research; a sym­
pathetic biography of one of America's truly 

skilled, dedicated, and enigmatic scientists; 
and an attempt to assess not only the role of 
w o m e n in science but the role of this particular 
w o m a n in this particular branch of science. In 
places, the material will prove too technically 
difficult for the nonbiologist but even if those 
sections be skimmed over, the general impact 
of the writing will not be lost. If the educated 
public is to understand the scientific enter­
prise, it must strive to know and understand 
the motivations and attributes of those w h o 
practice it. Dr. McClintock's life and work are 
a fine place to start. 

(continued on back cover) 
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R e a d i n g (continued from page 7) 
Of Plants and People. Charles B. Heiser, Jr. 
Univ. Oklahoma, 1985. $24.95. 
The Heirloom Gardener. Carolyn Jabs. 
Sierra Club, 1984. $17.95; paper $9.95. 
Heiser regards his account of a miscellany of 

mostly Latin American domesticated plants 
as "old-fashioned botany," bereft as it is of 
chemistry, mathematics, and the intricacies of 
molecular biology. But that is too modest a 
view, for the themes of the assemblage are the 
underlying importance of plants as a source of 
human sustenance, the marked diversity of 
those crops, and the interactions of plants with 
people. Jabs has produced a rather odd but 
intriguing account of the diverse, uncoordi­
nated, but effective activities devoted to the 
preservation of once-popular but now often 
rare varieties of fruits and vegetables. 

The Biology of Race. James C. King. Univ. 
California, 1981. $15.95. 
The Taming of Evolution: The Persistence 
of Nonevolutionary Views in the Study of 
Humans. Davydd J. Greenwood. Cornell, 
1984. $24.95. 
Vaulting Ambition: Sociobiology and the 
Quest for H u m a n Nature. Philip Kitcher. 
MIT, 1985. $25. 
Whatever may be said for or against "socio­

biology" as typified by the writings of E. 0. 
Wilson and others sympathetic to his line of 
reasoning, there can be no doubt that this 
movement has stimulated a number of work­
ers, from a variety of disciplines, to take issue 
with the concepts set forth. 
King's text is the most general of the three 

and deals rather directly and concisely with 
the details of human variation and the age-old 
interplay of what were once called "nature and 
nurture." 
Greenwood is concerned almost entirely 

with establishing that sociobiology and its 
derivative cultural materialism, albeit 
couched in evolutionary terms, are in fact 
residual manifestations of a pre-Darwinian 
pattern of thought. Whether he is fully suc­
cessful in this endeavor must be left to the 
judgment of the individual reader. 

Kitcher's volume strikes this reviewer, at 
least, as an angry book, as though the writings 
of Wilson and his colleagues were such as to 
engender scorn and almost ad hominem po­
lemics. Yet Kitcher's is a detailed critique and 
as such can doubtless be read with profit. 
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S c h o l a r s (continued from page 1) 

Refugee Scholars in A merica: Their Im­
pact and Their Experiences. 

Vincent G. Dethier, Gilbert L. Wood-
side Professor of Zoology at the Univer­
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst. H e has 
also taught at Princeton University, the 
University of Pennsylvania, and Johns 
Hopkins University. A former president 
of the American Society of Zoologists, he 
is author or coauthor of numerous books 
ranging from Buy Me a Volcano to A 
University in Search of Civility. One of 
his short stories was reprinted in The 
Best American Short Stories of 1980. 

Mildred S. Dresselhaus, Institute Pro­
fessor of Electrical Engineering and 
Physics at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. A member of the National 
Academy of Sciences and a former presi­
dent of the American Physical Society, 
she serves on numerous boards and com­
missions. The focus of her research has 
been the electronic, optical, and mag­
neto-optical properties of semimetals, 
semiconductors, and graphite inter­
calation compounds. 

Edward A. Feigenbaum, professor of 
computer science at Stanford University 
and principal investigator of the Heuris­
tic Programming Project at the Stanford 
Knowledge Systems Laboratory. A past 
president of the American Association 
for Artificial Intelligence, he has written 
and edited numerous books and articles 
on computers and knowledge processing, 
including The Fifth Generation: Arti­
ficial Intelligence and Japan's Computer 
Challenge to the World. 

Ernestine Friedl, James B. Duke Pro­
fessor of Anthropology at Duke Uni­
versity. She has been president of the 
American Anthropological Association, 
the American Ethnological Society, and 
the Northeastern Anthropological Asso­
ciation. Her research concerns anthropo­
logical approaches to the understanding 
of sex roles, modern Mediterranean so-
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cieties, the urbanization of rural mi­
grants, and peasantry. 

Ali Akbar Khan, founder of the Ali Ak-
bar College of Music in Calcutta and its 
American counterpart in San Rafael, 
California. One of India's leading sa-, 
rodists and composers, he has made many* 
recordings and has composed music for 
various award-winning films. H e holds 
four honorary doctorates. 

Ernan M c Mullin, O'Hara Professor of 
Philosophy and director of the Program 
in History and Philosophy of Science at 
the University of Notre Dame. H e is the 
author of Newton on Matter and Activity 
and has written extensively on the phi­
losophy of science and physics, the his­
tory of philosophy of science, and com­
parative methodology. 

N o r m a n J. Ornstein, resident scholar 
at the American Enterprise Institute for 
Public Policy Research, Washington, 
D.C. A regular contributor to "The 
MacNeil/Lehrer N e w s Hour," Ornstein is 
also author or editor of numerous books 
as well as some 50 articles on the Ameri­
can political process and related subjects. 
H e was professor of politics at Catholic 
University from 1981 to 1985. 

Charles G. Overberger, professor of 
chemistry and director of the Macro-
molecular Research Center at the Univer­
sity of Michigan. His principal research 
is in the fields of synthetic organic reac­
tion mechanisms and polymer chemistry. 
Editor of the Journal of Polymer Science 
and Macromolecular Syntheses, he is also! 
a former president of the American Chem­
ical Society. 

Richard L. Solomon, James M. Skinner 
University Professor of Science, Emeri­
tus, at the University of Pennsylvania. A 
psychologist whose special interests are 
conditioning, learning, and acquired mo­
tivation, as well as addiction, Solomon is 
a former chairman of the National Acad­
emy of Sciences' Committee on Sub­
stance Abuse. 
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