












between one pair of covers. Sensitive anthro­
pologist that I am, I'll stumble along with the 
magister, a savant of art, no less a field eth­
nographer. Yes, all art has its individual and 
cultural nexuses, also its panhuman ones. 
Symbol making has revealing and intrinsic 
"limitations. Meaning and message of an art 
'object certainly need not be the same thing. To 
Maguet's satisfaction, sometimes a native has 
expounded these truths to him, exemplarily. 
Nevertheless—would a Benin carver and I 
read out quite the same panhuman nexuses? 
W e would agree that a meaningless design 
would be a pointless one—and unaesthetic. I 
must return to our mentor, the yth, the zth 

time. 

History, Evolution, and the Concept of 
Culture: Selected Papers by Alexander 
Lesser. Ed. by Sidney W. Mintz. Cambridge 
Univ., 1985. $29.95. 
Lesser was one of anthropology's neglected 

great; here is a noble attempt to vindicate him. 
The essays dot the years 1935 to 1981 (Lesser 
died 1982); the earliest seem as fresh as the 
latest. Although Lesser spoke to his fellows, 
this reviewer commends these essays to all 
readers who hope that some day a science of 
man will enrich an image of man. 

Spirit of the N e w England Tribes: Indian 
History and Folklore, 1620-1984. William 
S. Simmons. Univ. Press of New England, 
1986. $25; paper, $14.95. 
The sparce residue of the erstwhile populous 

Algonkian tribe have long since turned to 
living the white man's way, yet their folklore 
binds them to a more ancient way and a tribal 
selfness. Ghosts, shamans, giants, Little Peo­
ple, shrines, dreams—perhaps they never 
were unchanging, but often Christian and Af­
rican motifs have intruded and dislodged in­
digenous ones. From a host of sources, Sim-

rmons documents a history of constancy in 
change. He appends a most usable index of 
folklore motifs, based on that of Stith 
Thompson. 

Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and 
the Decimation of a People. Thurman Wil-
kins. Univ. Okla., 1986, 2nd rev. ed. $24.95. 
Among the North Amerindian nations, the 

Cherokee have been unsurpassed, in any way 
you please. "Major" Ridge, Cherokee patriot, 
contemporary of Jackson, Calhoun, Winfield 
Scott, belongs among America's great states­
men. John,his son, played Elisha to his Elijah. 
The Cherokee became "civilized" {a great story 
in itself); nonetheless they were made to walk 
the Trail of Tears to Indian Territory. Major 
Ridge, a wise and strong mediator between his 
people and the whites, finally was murdered 
by some of his fellow tribesmen. It is an un-
pretty story; Wilkins tells it well: in detail, 
accurately, evenhandedly, suspensefully. 

A Guide to the Indian Tribes of the Pacific 
Northwest. Robert H. Ruby and John A. 
Brown. Univ. Oklahoma, 1986. $29.95. 

If you, like your reviewer, find this region 
with its vital, indigenous peoples engrossing, 
here's your book. Here are the tribes from 
Ahankluyuk to Yoncalla; their anthropology; 
their post-European-contact histories; their 
accomplishments, current activities, and so-
ciocultural dispositions. A reference book cer­
tainly, a browsing-book as well. 

^American Indian Policy in the Twentieth 
Century. Ed. by Vine Deloria, Jr. Univ. Okla­
homa, 1985. $16.95. 

Yes, in subtle ways, the U.S. government's 
approaches to the Indian problem have kept 
pace with the growing humanitarian enlight­
enment of Americans, but we still have far to 
go. Meanwhile, the problem grows ever more 
complex. Here, the contributors discuss law, 
sociology, economics, political science, edu­
cation (anthropology is absent). Although the 
prose is undistinguished, the information is 
basic, to the point, and probably unduplicated 

elsewhere. 

Divisions of Labour. R. E. Pahl. Basil 
Blackwell, 1984. $39.95; paper, $12.95. 
Here, English sociology, regardful and inno­

vative, looks at the working English, particu­
larly those of Sheppey, Kent. (The author also 
glances at some industrial societies on the 
Continent, especially the U.S.S.R., but these 
are dispensable.) Certainly the "industrial 
revolution" redefined "labour," which con­
tinues to be drastically redefined, as its grava­
men shifts from production to consumption. 
Wage earning alone no longer is its core syn­
onym. Sex roles and therefore statuses have 
shifted; households undertake activities that 
reflect new commodities—they diversify or 
contract. The author weighs Marxian, social­
ist, and capitalist appraisals; he finds them all 
wanting, because they have neglected to ask 
how ordinary men and women look upon their 
everyday, self-imposed tasks. 

LEONARD W. DOOB 

The Optimum Utilization of Knowledge. 
Eel. by Kenneth E. Boulding and Lawrence 
Senesh. Westview, 1985. $19.50. 
A diverse, stimulating cornucopia of two 

dozen factual, theoretical, or hortatory essays 
by educators, social scientists, scientists, and 
businessmen concerning the use and misuse, 
the theories and applications, and the individ­
ual and institutional aspects of human knowl­
edge by children and adults, schools and mass 
media, governments and citizens, and a "sci­
ence court" and patent offices. The volume 
emerges from a forum sponsored by the Acad­
emy of Independent Scholars, which seeks to 
promote the sensible and fruitful use of knowl­
edge in all phases of existence. W e are chal­
lenged to be guided by what we know and to 
try to know more than we now do know. 

The Intellectual Development of Karl 
Mannheim. Colin Loader. Cambridge Univ., 
1985. $34.50. 
A definitive, didactic dissection of the sociol­

ogist best known among American social sci­
entists as the author of Ideology and Utopia 
and the founder, perhaps, of the flourishing 
sociology of knowledge. W e have here also an 
attempt to synthesize the "more speculative 
than empirical" ideas of this eclectically 
Marxist, essentially prodemocratic, neologis-
tically prone thinker during the Hungarian, 
German, and English phases of his develop­
ment as well as to relate him to his fellow 
European theorists. Those of us who studied 
with him in Frankfurt during the pre-Nazi era 
may be convinced that the same epistemologi-
cal, political problems to which he vividly 
called attention continue painfully to confront 
us now and possibly will ever do so. 

Marxism and Morality. Steven Lukes. Clar­
endon, 1985. $15.95. 
A dispassionate, determined, critical, quo­

tation-packed analysis of how prominent 
Marxists from Marx to Sartre, including Trot­

sky, of course, have dissected perennial moral 
problems, especially the relation of means to 
ends. The author claims to have discovered "a 
certain coherent view" and "a certain distinc­
tive structure" in all their theoretical writings 
which he finds in the apparent "paradox" of 
the moralities oiRecht and Emancipation. The 
current scholarly and practical implication of 
this moral issue may be expressed, at least 
partially, in the "Soviet joke" that he cites: 
"The future is certain, it is only the past that is 

unpredictable." 

(continued on back cover) 

the American Scalar 
thoughts for 
winter.... 

Settle down with The American Scholar 
this winter for a taste of contemporary 
writing at its best. Among the articles 
featured in the Winter 1987 issue are: 

... an account of the plight of the 
American college and university presi­
dent, written by former UCLA chan­
cellor Clark Kerr. 

... a discussion of the tyrannous effect 
of current medical fads and fashions, 
by William A. Nolen, surgeon and 

author of the best-selling book The Mak­
ing of a Surgeon. 

... a look at the current plight of the family 
farmer, written by William Mueller, a jour­
nalist whose family roots are in Iowa's 
farmlands. 

The issue also features the writing of 
Joseph Epstein, the Scholar's well-
known editor and essayist, as well as 
poetry, memoirs, and incisive reviews 
of books and the arts. 

W e invite you to join our circle of 
readers—a year's subscription (4 
issues) is yours for just $16. Savings are 
offered for including payment with 
order, and for a three-year subscription. 
See coupon below for ordering infor­
mation. 

i American Scalar 
j Department 8 
n 1811 Q Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 

I] Please enter my subscription to the Scholar 
for the term checked below. 

1 D 1 year $16 ($15 payment with order) 
|| • 3 years $39 ($36 payment with order) 
, add $3.00 per year for Canadian and 
|| foreign postage; please allow 6-8 weeks 
! f o r delivery ot first issue 

• Q Payment enclosed D Please bill me 
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Recommended Reading 
(continued from page 7) 

Psychology and the Prevention of Nu­
clear War. Ed. by Ralph K. White. New York 
Univ., 1986. $38; paper, $20. 

A convenient, timely assemblage of long, 
cogent excerpts and occasional snippets of the 
previously published (with a few exceptions) 
views and relevant studies concerning the 
wars that modern leaders and their followers 
either produce or unsuccessfully seek to pre­
vent. Most of the contributors are American 
psychologists. Amid the varied terminology, 
the fancy models, and the empirical and his­
torical data contained in this fat, skillfully 
edited volume arises the inescapable convic­
tion that we have almost enough knowledge to 
avoid the catastrophe of nuclear war. Why is it 
impossible, nevertheless, to compel people in 
positions of power to use some of the wisdom 
and intuition here impressively displayed? 
Must that question remain rhetorical? 

Tone Deaf and All Thumbs? A n Invitation 
to Music-Making for Late Bloomers and 
Non-Prodigies. Frank R. Wilson. Viking, 
1986. $15.95. 
A n enthusiastic, snappily written, self­

consciously witty account of all phases of 
music, ranging from our "neuromuscular/ 
audiovisual/biomechanical apparatus" (sic, 
really) to hints concerning the "fun" in prac­
ticing and playing and even an analysis of 
performers' stage fright. The author, a neurol­
ogist, cleverly uses his own scientific dis­
cipline as well as snatches from other fields, 
professional musicians, and music teachers to 
justify the book's unsubtle subtitle. W e are 
thus given not a contribution to arid scholar­
ship but a relaxed, relaxing exposition to be 
enjoyed and appreciated—like running, as we 
are frequently told, or music itself. 

Logic of Science in Psychoanalysis. Ben­
jamin B. Wolman. Columbia Univ., 1984. $35. 

A dispassionate, self-effacing presentation 
principally of the central and tangential prem­
ises both of Sigmund Freud and, briefly but 
sufficiently, of neo-Freudians such as Erikson 
and the author himself and neo-neo-Freudians 
such as Jung and Homey. Freud and these 
more or less devout disciplines constantly re­
fer to "the" child, "the" adolescent, "the" adult, 
and especially "the" developmental "stages" 

through which human beings allegedly pass, 
almost compulsively and undoubtedly errone­
ously detached from any cultural context. 
Petty bickerings among Freudians are ig­
nored unless they offer enlightenment. The 
final chapter, regrettably only three pages 
long, is a prayerful benediction pointing to­

ward an elusive synthesis. 

FREDERICK J. CROSSON 

The Foundations of Psychoanalysis. Adolf 
Grunbaum. Univ. California, 1985. $9.95. 
Clearly written and carefully constructed, 

this book is a formidable critique of the scien­
tific character of Freud's work. Freud surely 
wanted psychoanalysis to be founded on evi­
dence, but Grunbaum shows that the clinical 
data he appealed to are inevitably "con­
taminated" and that Freud was aware of the 
problem and unsuccessfully strove to respond 
to it. Attempts by Habermas and Ricoeur to 
retrieve the substance of the theory by a "her-
meneutic" reading of Freud are examined and 
rejected. A persuasive and important book. 

Jesus Through the Centuries. Jaroslav Pel-
ikan. Yale, 1985. $22.50. 
Contrary to the jacket blurb, this is not an 

"important book." It is, however, a fascinating 
development of a genial idea, namely, to trace 
how the figure of Jesus has affected Western 
history in ways crucial to our identity. Politi­
cal form, art, and science became what they 
are in essential respects because of that in­
fluence. The chapters on iconoclasm and the 
later stupendous explosion of religious art are 
admirable (and handsomely illustrated). A n 
urbane book in the best sense, by a master 
craftsman. 

Midrash, Mishnah, and Gemara. David 
Weiss Halivni. Harvard, 1986. $22.50. 
Halivni argues that Mishnah, the impera­

tive or apodictic form in which Jewish law is 
couched in the Talmud, is a deviant mode of 
formulation, arising out of specific circum­
stances. Historically, it is preceded by Mid-
rashic formulation in which the law is ac­
companied by warrants from the Bible; that 
historical priority reflects a fundamental Jew­
ish orientation toward justified law. The book 
is elegantly clear and precise, a model of rab­
binic scholarship and eminently accessible to 
the interested general reader. 

The Strife of Systems. Nicholas Rescher. 
Pittsburgh Univ., 1985. $34.95. 
Socrates already warned (in the Phaedo) 

against "misology," the aversion to philosophy 
that can arise from the realization that its 
fundamental problems are not resolvable by a ^ ^ 
rationally constrained consensus. Rescher^^ 
proposes to explain why the differences a m o n g ^ ^ 
philosophers inevitably arise and ineradi-
cably remain because of the logical and sys­
tematic precision that they attempt to bring to 
everyday concepts. He also argues (against 
Rorty and others) that philosophy retains its 
value as a human enterprise even under such 
conditions. Recommended as a judicious treat­

ment of a basal issue. 

Churchmen and Philosophers: From Jon­
athan Edwards to John Dewey. Bruce Kuk-
lick. Yale, 1985. $27.50. 
A noted historian of American philosophy 

and winner of the Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Award here advances the thesis that Dewey's 
instrumentalist philosophy can be illumi­
nated by viewing it as developing from the 
perspectives that Jonathan Edwards articu­
lated in colonial America. Emerging from his 
Congregationalist youth under the influence 
of British Idealism and the Social Gospel, 
Dewey sought to preserve religious feeling 
and values while rejecting the supernatural to 
focus on the guiding of social change. Infor­
mative and challenging. 

A History of Religious Ideas. Vol. 3: From 
Muhammad to the Age of Reforms. Mircea 
Eliade. Univ. Chicago, 1985. $27.50. 
The last work of the late distinguished his­

torian of comparative religion and the con­
cluding volume of his ambitious History deals 
with Islam, Judaism, and Christianity m ^ ^ 
times closer and more familiar to us. But Eli-^H 
ade characteristically draws our attention a s ^ ^ 
well to aspects and movements that do not fall 
within the common outlines. He is interested 
not only in the mainline teachers and theolo­
gians but in folk piety and esoteric sects, in the 
Mongols and Slavs and Tibetans, and in the 
survival of archaic religious practices within 
Christianized countries. Anyone curious 
about the human condition and religion's 
place in it will find that Eliade discloses fresh 
vistas and intelligence. 
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