












social economy amidst a changing outside 
world; it was harder still, and more important 
to them, to peg their ideals and world views. 
The author, dispassionate and compassionate, 
looks at the Brothers and Sisters as they 

^struggle against the ultimately impossible. 
lYet perhaps the lesson of the Christian dedica­
tion and cooperation still awaits the learning. 

Native Religions of North America. Ake 
Hultkrantz. Harper & Row, 1987. $7.95. 

Except for this little volume, the publisher's 
series sketches the world's great faiths. Add to 
them this unassuming explication, by a cele­
brated authority. A s might be expected, the 
hunting-gathering Shoshone value personal 
quest for a tutelary spirit, whereas the com­
munal Zuni gather to invoke the gathering de­
ities; the person is communally prescribed. 
Still, the Zuni embody traces of their long-lost 
hunter-gatherer ancestry. The author con­
trasts his examples in specific detail, yet to­
gether they bespeak the continent. If the 
Indians spiritualize their world more power­
fully than we do ours, it is because their world 
is more immediate and intimate. 

Russell B. Stevens 

Invisible Frontiers: The Race to Synthe­
size a H u m a n Gene. Stephen S. Hall. Atlan­
tic Monthly Press, 1987. $19.95. 
Bones of Contention: Controversies in the 
Search for H u m a n Origins. Roger Lewin. 
Simon & Schuster, 1987. $19.95. 
Theories of H u m a n Evolution: A Century 
of Debate, 1844-1944. Peter J. Bowler. Johns 
Hopkins, 1986. $32.50. 

Race, controversies, debate—three words, 
each plucked from one of the subtitles above, 
|underscore the extent to which even the very 
pest science is done by persons whose dedica­

tion and intellectual brilliance are affected by 
attributes c o m m o n to the h u m a n race in gen­
eral. They hotly argue differing views, they 
exult in being the first to m a k e a new discov­
ery, they agonize w h e n n ew data damage a 
treasured hypothesis, they savor the recogni­
tion of peers. And, to their credit, for the most 
part their interactions are restrained and 
cordial. 

Hall tells, in eminently readable style, 
about the almost frantic effort, at the forefront 
of molecular biology, to synthesize the h u m a n 
gene for insulin. At the other end, in a sense, of 
the biological spectrum, Lewin chronicles re­
cent efforts to push ever further in the search 
for fossil evidence of h u m a n s and their imme­
diate ancestral relatives. Bowler details how 
views have changed over the years, as new evi­
dence— and n ew investigators—have come 
onto the scene. 

These accounts drive h o m e once again the 
crucial importance of new, often highly sophis­
ticated, investigative techniques in making 
possible the advancement of knowledge and 
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the resolution of issues. Not only is research in 
the natural sciences increasingly and perforce 
a team effort, but often the members of an ef­
fective team must bring with them highly dis­
parate backgrounds and skills. 

Lawrence Willson 

Studies in the American Renaissance, 
1986. Ed. by Joel Myerson. Univ. of Virginia, 
1986. $35. 
The 10th volume of Studies merits a place of 

respect in the library of the student of Ameri­
can literature a century ago by an essay on 
Mary Moody Emerson, Ralph Waldo's formid­
able aunt, as a "Calvinist Link to Transcen­
dentalism"; the third (and final) installment of 
the selected letters of Elizabeth Hoar, "Aunt 
Lizzie" to his children; and "Censorship, 
American Style: The Case of Lydia Maria 
Child," author of the scandalous novel 
Hobomok (one of the few novels Henry Thoreau 
ever read) and the even more scandalous Ap­
peal in Favor of that Class of Americans Called 
Africans, in which she described the slave 
laws and practices of the United States as 
"more harsh than those of any other nation," 
denounced the laws against miscegenation, 
and called for immediate emancipation (in 
1833). 

A W o r d or T w o before Y o u G o .... Jacques 
Barzun. Wesleyan Univ., 1986. $14.95. 
Good Words to You: A n All-New Diction­
ary and Native's Guide to the U n k n o w n 
American Language. John Ciardi. Harper & 
Row, 1987. $19.95. 
Van Winkle's Return: Change in American 
English, 1966-1986. Kenneth G. Wilson. 
Univ. Press of N e w England, 1987. $18; paper, 
$10.95. 

For "amateurs of language w h o love the 
stuff and for the professionals, too, whether 
conservatives who lament the steady deterio­
ration of the language or the permissively lib­
eral w h o accept change, however painful, 
because to oppose it is to invite apoplexy, the 
books listed here will bring hours of mingled 
horror and delight. 

Ciardi, on the prowl for the origins of words 
and phrases, alert to shifting usage and popu­
lar etymology, considers such words as seren -
dipity, dog-tired, booze, coon (Negro), digs 
(lodgings—surprisingly, an American coin­

age); the history of ain't; and the origins of 
"Alphonse and Gaston" and "Kilroy was here." 
His book is just what the jacket says it is: a 
browser's dictionary. 

Barzun's book is m a d e up of short pieces, the 
product of 40 years of scornful commentary on 
pedantry and pretentiousness in the use of 
language—the invention of such barbarisms 
as language arts, learning experience, mean­
ingful relationship, and parenting. Barzun is 
not above quibbling, but as he says, "All preci­
sion is quibbling." H e will not countenance the 
use of cohort to refer to fewer than 300 people; 
he would never use contact as a verb, and he is 
a last-ditch defender of the clarifying hyphen. 

As Barzun is the sophisticated conservative, 
Wilson is the sophisticated—really laid-back 
— champion of nonjudgmental lexicography. 
W h a t is, is (sometimes alas!). In his engross­
ing study of the liberation of college diction­
aries from the taboos of a blasted gentility, he 
makes illuminating observations about "the 
gender issue," the ubiquitous hopefully, and 
kindred aspects of usage, but his principal ac­
complishment lies in his chapters on the "bad" 
words derived from sex, excrement, racial bias, 
and ethnicity. If you have not lately looked up 
words in the first two categories in a dictionary 
of contemporary vintage (and the chances are 
that you haven't if your own vintage is 
pre-1965), perhaps, in the interest of learning, 
you should do so, but be prepared to be, if not 
shocked, at least astonished. The old taboos 
have almost completely disappeared, but be­
ware of the racial or ethnic slur. It could get 
you into real trouble. 

The Poe Log: A Documentary Life of 
Edgar Allan Poe, 1809-1849. Dwight 
Thomas and David K. Jackson. G. K. Hall, 
1987. $75. 
Although when Poe died it was recorded that 

"his lack of stability, of fixed principles of 
character, frustrated all his plans and ex­
tinguished them in a dishonored grave," his­
tory has given the lie to the somber conclusion 
of that judgment. He may well be the most con­
stantly read of our classic writers, and his life 
continues to fascinate, perhaps because it has 
been clouded by mystery and mendacity. The 
Poe Log, in 919 pages, presents the facts of that 
life, collected from "all known documents and 
events relating to Poe" and arranged in a 
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"An afternoon spent reading The American 
Scholar is like a trip through time to the lost 
age of elegant literary salons. The best 
writers that America has produced have 
filled its pages with works of wit, intelligence, 
and scholarship, replete with the verve and 
excitement of discovery experienced with all 
of one's senses . . . The Scholar should be 
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Phi Beta Kappa's Treasurer, 
Mark C. Feer, Dies 

Mark C. Feer, treasurer of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Foundation and of the United 
Chapters, died on April 28 in N e w York 
City. H e was elected to Phi Beta Kappa at 
Dartmouth College in 1949 and earned a 
Ph.D. from Tufts University. In the 1970s 
he was a general partner at K u h n Loeb & 
Company and subsequently a managing 
director at L e h m a n Brothers. Since 1980 
he had taught international economics at 
Tufts and at the Graduate School of Inter­
national Affairs at Columbia University. 

H e was deeply devoted to Phi Beta 
Kappa and gave generously of his time 
and experience to directing the society's 
investment policy. H e presided over a 
period of unprecedented growth in Phi 
Beta Kappa's endowment, which tripled 
in value during his tenure, and thereby 
established a sound financial foundation 
for the society's programs. 

Recommended Reading 
(continued from page 7) 

"year-by-year, month-by-month, day-to-day" 
format. 

Early Novels and Stories: The Troll 
Garden. O Pioneers! The Song of the Lark. 
M y Antonia. One of Ours. Willa Cather. Se­
lected and with notes by Sharon O'Brien. Li­
brary of America, 1987. $27.50. 
Willa Cather in Person: Interviews, 
Speeches, and Letters. Ed. by L. Brent 
Bohlke. Univ. of Nebraska, 1987. $17.95. 
Willa Cather: The Emerging Voice. Sharon 
O'Brien. Oxford, 1987. $24.95. 
Willa Cather's Short Fiction. Marilyn Ar­
nold. Swallow (Ohio Univ.), 1986. $10.95. 
The establishment of Willa Cather as one of 

America's classic writers is attested to by the 
publication in a single volume of the Library of 
America of her first collection of short stories 
(including such memorable tales as "The 
Sculptor's Funeral," "The Wagner Matinee," 
and "Paul's Case") in 1905 and four other nov­
els, all from the texts as originally printed, 
and by the collection of published interviews 

<J>BK Associates Hear Graff, 
Announce Plans to Meet 
October 21-23 in Wilmington 
A group of Phi Beta Kappa Associates 
and guests met for lunch on M a y 6 to hear 
Henry F. Graff, professor of history at 
Columbia University, discuss the U.S. 
presidency and the changing views of the 
office and the election process over time. 
The meeting took place at the Harvard 
Club in N e w York City. Graff, a Phi Beta 
Kappa graduate of the City College of 
N e w York, was named an honorary m e m ­
ber of the Associates. 

The Associates will hold their 1988 an­
nual meeting October 21-23 in Wil­
mington, Delaware. Members are invited 
to attend the annual dinner and a private 
viewing of the "American Vision" exhibi­
tion of the works of three generations of 
Wyeths at the Brandywine River M u ­
seum on Saturday evening. Also planned 
are a reception at the Hotel du Pont for 
the Associates and area Phi Beta Kappa 
members and special tours of Winterthur 
and Longwood Gardens. 

with her, dating from her arrival in Pittsburgh 
as editor of the Home Monthly in 1897, to 1940; 
her speeches, beginning with the oration she 
delivered at her graduation from Red Cloud 
High School in 1890; and a smattering of her 
letters that for one reason or another escaped 
her testamentary interdiction against the 
printing of her correspondence. Because 
Cather's telling of her own story is dis­
tinguished by falsifications and reticences 
that, however understandable, distort the 
truth, Sharon O'Brien's account of Cather's 
early years (up to the writing of O Pioneers! in 
1913) is all the more valuable, even though one 
pauses nervously over its description as "a 
close study of gender and creativity." In trying 
to cover the tracks to her past, Cather natu­
rally invited the biographer (whose intrusion 
she feared and deplored) to write such chap­
ters as "Divine Femininity and Unnatural 
Love." 
Arnold's discussion of Cather's short fiction 

is straightforward and unpretentious. 

Triennial Council Meeting 
(continued from page 1) 

Modern European History, University of 

California at Los Angeles. 
One senator is to be elected from each J 

of the following districts: 
N e w England: *Ruth M. Adams, pro­

fessor of English emeritus, Dartmouth 
College; and Z. Philip Ambrose, professor 
of classics, University of Vermont. 
South Atlantic: *Carl L. Anderson, 

professor of English, Duke University; 
and Nelson G. Markley, professor of 
mathematics, University of Maryland. 
South Central: Thomas A. Bartlett, 

chancellor, University of Alabama; and 
*David W. Hart, professor of English and 
associate dean of the Graduate School, 
University of Arkansas. 
Although the voting members of the 

Council are the chapter and association 
delegates, any member of Phi Beta 
Kappa is welcome to attend the Council 
meeting. Members wishing to attend as 
nondelegates may receive information 
from the United Chapters, 1811 Q Street, 
N.W., Washington, D C 20009. 

Essay Prize Established by 
University of Oregon Chapter 
The Alpha of Oregon chapter of Phi 
Beta Kappa is establishing the Stanley 
B. Greenfield Phi Beta Kappa Prize with 
an annual award of $100 for the winner o f ^ ^ 
an undergraduate essay contest. Green-^B 
field, who died last year after nearly 30 
years on the faculty, was considered one 
of the university's most dedicated and dis­
tinguished professors. The prize will be 
funded by a permanent endowment; an 
anonymous donor has agreed to match 
the first $1,000 contributed. Contri­
butions should be addressed to the 
Greenfield Phi Beta Kappa Essay Prize, 
University of Oregon Foundation, P.O. 
Box 3346, Eugene, O R 97403. 
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