

















the story of those who looked to Chicago as the
promised land. He uses letters, newspapers,
and government documents to show not only
the movement and the adaptation to the new
life but also the feelings of those who took part
in the process. The migrants were hoping to
share the American dream in the fullest
sense. “What most would eventually recog-
nize, however, was that there still remained a
journey longer than the Great Migration and
strewn with greater obstacles.”

Victoria Schuck

The Documentary History of the Ratifica-
tion of the Constitution. 20 vols. in three
series, Univ. of Wisconsin, 1976—88. Vol. 1.
Constitutional Documents and Records
1776-1787. 1976. $20. Vol. II. Ratification of
the Constitution . .. Pennsylvania. 1976.
$32.50. Vol.III . . . Del., N.J., Ga., Conn. $25.
Vol. VIII, pt. I, Virginia. 1988. Vols. XIII—XV.
Commentaries on the Constitution: Public
and Private. 1981-86. $40 each. Vol. XVIis a
five-volume series of Commentaries, with Vol.
4 covering February—March 1788.
The Documentary History of the First
Federal Elections, 1788-1790. 4 vols. Univ.
of Wisconsin, 1976—86. $50 each.
The Documentary History of the First
Federal Congress, 1789-1791. 20+ vols.
Johns Hopkins, 1972—. Vol. 9. The Diary of
William Maclay and Other Notes on Sen-
ate Debates. Ed. by Kenneth Bowling and
Helen Veit. 1988.
Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774—
1789. Ed. by Paul H. Smith. Library of Con-
gress. Vol. 16, 1989. $27. Part of a multivol.
series. Vols. 1-15, 1976—88.

The Records of the Federal Convention of
. 1787. Ed. by Max Farrand. Yale, 1911. Rev. ed.

1986. 4 vols. $45 each; paper, $14.95 each.
Supplement to Max Farrand’s The Rec-
ords of the Federal Convention of 1787. Ed.
by James H. Hutson. Yale, 1987. $45; paper,
$14.95.
The Founders’ Constitution. Ed. by Philip
B. Kurland and Ralph Lerner. 5 vols. Univ. of
Chicago, 1987. $300.
Encyclopedia of the American Constitu-
tion. Ed. by Leonard W. Levy, Kenneth L.
Karst, and Dennis J. Mahoney. 4 vols. Mac-
millan, 1986. $320.

When completed, these documentary collec-
tions—the products of meticulous research—
will constitute one of the valuable legacies of
the bicentennial celebration of the U.S. Con-
stitution. These are reviewed here for two
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important reasons: First, because they often
afford more drama than historians or political
analysts convey, they may be of considerable
interest to general readers. Second, the new
publications fill long-standing gaps in knowl-
edge. Established as documentary projects in
the late 1960s, they were originally conceived
in the sesquicentennial of the Constitution in
1937. The collections follow in sequence from
Max Farrand’s four-volume edition of the rec-
ords of the 1787 convention, reissued during
this bicentennial with a supplementary vol-
ume of letters and other materials edited by
James Hutson of the Library of Congress.

The documentary history of the ratification
of the Constitution is planned for 20 volumes
in three series. The first of these, which in-
cludes mainly the publication of official state
records in the order of the states’ approval of
the Constitution, is an invaluable record. The
second series, titled Commentaries on the Con-
stitution, adds a vast quantity of material
about public opinion. The third series will con-
tain records of the Bill of Rights. For the past
130 years, scholars have had to rely on the in-
complete records of Jonathan Elliot's work
(published from the 1830s to 1860s).

When completed, the history of the first
federal elections (four volumes) will include
some of the debates of the Confederation
Congress.

Documentaries of the first federal Congress
(1789-91) (20 + volumes) will contain journals
and legislative histories of all bills, petitions,
and letters received. These should contribute
greatly to our understanding of the whos and
whys of Congress’s implementation of the Con-
stitution.

One of the gems coming out of the research
on Congress is the new edition of the diary of
feisty Sen. William Maclay, whose revelations
profile the upper body in machinations as
fresh as those in late-20th-century Senates.
The volume also contains all known reports of
events in the Senate, which convened secretly
during the first Congress.

When all the volumes of letters of the 343
members of the Continental and Confedera-
tion Congress are published, they will exceed
600 per volume. The concluding volume (no. 16)
covers the period September 1, 1780, to Febru-
ary 28, 1781.

Another documentary of note is the Kur-
land and Lerner five-volume history with new

materials from the 17th, 18th, and early 19th
centuries focusing on English and colonial
origins and hard-to-come-by letters and Court
decisions relative to the Constitution. These
volumes carry the documents through 1835.

The Levy, Karst, and Mahoney four-volume
encyclopedia on the Constitution contains
2,000 alphabetically arranged articles by 230
lawyers, political scientists, and historians. It
does not add much to knowledge, but should be
useful to students.

Documentary History of the Supreme
Court of the United States, 1789-1800. Ed.
by Maeva Marcus and James R. Perry. Colum-
bia Univ., Vol. 1, 1985, $95; Vol. 2, 1988, $60.
Guide to the Records of the United States
House of Representatives at the National
Archives, 1789-1989. Charles E. Schamel et
al. U.S. House of Representatives, 1989. Free
upon request to the Historian of the House.
Guide to the Records of the United States
Senate at the National Archives, 1789-
1989. Robert W. Coren et al. U.S. Senate, 1989.
Free upon request to the Senate Historian.

Because the bicentennial of the Supreme
Court coincides with the bicentennial of the
Constitution, it has catalyzed a new and, for
the first time, an accurate and complete his-
tory of the Court, projected as a seven-volume
series. The first volume covers the beginning
decade of appointments of justices and clerks
and activities. The massive research for this
period is derived from more than 18,000
documents.

The mammoth guides to the records of the
House and Senate promise to facilitate re-
search far beyond the bicentennial years.
The Papers of George Washington. Ed. by
W. W. Abbot. Univ. of Virginia. 6 vols., 1983—
88. $35 each.

This new edition of the first president’s
papers results from a worldwide search of
documents—100,000 items. Chronologically
arranged, the volumes include colonial, Revo-
lutionary, and presidential writings, letters to
Washington, military records, and presiden-
tial journals. This project was underwritten by
the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, the
University of Virginia, and the National En-
dowment for the Humanities.

Robert P. Sonkowsky
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The American Scholar has scheduled a fine selection of feature articles to appear in the Spring 1990
issue. Among them are the following: Victorian Philanthropy: The Case of Toynbee Hall, by Gertrude
Himmelfarb (Distinguished Professor of History, Graduate School, City University of New York); The
Ph.D. Squid, by Theodore Ziolkowski (Dean, Graduate School, Princeton University); Robert Maynard
Hutchins, by Edward Shils (Professor of Sociology and Social Thought, University of Chicago).

Also scheduled to appear are reappraisals of Montaigne and Malthus; a biographic feature on Ed-
mund Wilson at Princeton; an article on research in the Soviet Union under glasnost; and a selection of
poems and book reviews. To begin a year's subscription, just complete and return the coupon below. The
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Recommended Reading
(continued from page 7)

Essays Ancient and Modern. Bernard
Knox. Johns Hopkins, 1989. $32.50.

This collection of essays and reviews repre-
sents the best in the tradition of Classical
“popularization,” in the very best sense. All of
them were written originally for magazines
such as the New York Review of Books and New
Republic, so they are intelligible to non-
specialists. They are also brilliant, witty, and
deeply, richly erudite and exciting. Best of all,
Bernard Knox introduces them with a brief
autobiography, which itself shows the inter-
connections of Classical learning and life.

Oral Tradition and Written Record in
Classical Athens. Cambridge Studies in Oral
and Literate Culture. Rosalind Thomas. Cam-
bridge Univ., 1989. $42.50.

A careful account of the complex development
of the uses of alphabetic literacy in Classical
Athens. The author emphasizes the relation-
ship between written and oral, both previous
and contemporaneous, communication. She
demonstrates the fallacy of simplistic views of
“oral” versus “literate” cultures. An overrid-
ing concern of hers is with historiography and
oral tradition, but the book should be of wider
interest to readers with anthropological and
sociological interests as well.

The Unity of the Odyssey. George E. Di-
mock. Univ. of Massachusetts, 1989. $30.
Students of Homer will receive much plea-
sure, enrichment, and enlightenment from
this book. It is free of jargon, translates all
Greek, yet explicates the acoustic patterns of
the language so that even the Greekless will
understand, and has a most humane style. Di-
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Adler Wins Associates Award, Couper Elected President

Mortimer J. Adler, philosopher, author,
and teacher, received the second annual
Phi Beta Kappa Associates Award at the
group’s annual dinner meeting at the
John F. Kennedy Library in Boston on
October 7, 1989. Adler is director of the
Institute for Philo-
sophical Research
in Chicago and
serves as chairman
of the Board of Edi-
tors of the Encyclo-
paedia Britannica.
Writer Eudora
Welty was the first
recipient of the
award, which rec-
ognizes excellence,
creativity, and outstanding intellectual
achievement.

Mortimer J. Adler

Also at the meeting, Richard W. Cou-
per was elected the new president of the
Associates. Currently president of the
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship
Foundation, a position from which he will
retire in June, Couper has been a director
of the Associates for 10 years.

Evelyn Handler, president of Brandels
University, deliv- 2
ered the address at
the dinner; her
topic was “A Na-
tional Education
Plan for the 1990s.”
More than 100
members of the
Associates and §
their guests at-

tended the annual Rjchard W. Couper
meeting.

mock reveals the unity of the poem and the in-
tensely ordered world of the poet, as well as the
artistic principles by which he presents that
unity and order.

Odysseus Polutropos: Intertextual Read-
ings in the Odyssey and the Iliad. Cornell
Studies in Classical Philology, vol. XLVI.
Pietro Pucci. Cornell, 1987. $24.95.

The book is as crafty and resourceful as its
topic, and very challenging to the reader. It
transcends the question of “oral” versus “writ-
ten” composition through careful application
of modern literary theory, and offers new in-
terpretations by showing how the Odyssey and
the Iliad allude to one another (if they are con-
temporaneous) or, at least, have profoundly re-
vealing interrelationships and differences.
Difficult reading, but much excitement.

Dionysos at Large. Marcel Detienne. Tr. by
Arthur Goldhammer. Harvard, 1989. $16.95.

This is a 64-page essay, well translated from
the 1986 French edition, on the manifestations
and the very essence of the god. Dionysus epi-
phanizes in these pages through the analysis
of his images and semantic homologies as the
spurting, leaping, dancing force in wine,
blood, and sex. The essay is itself vigorous and
will appeal to a general audience.

Orpheus: The Myth of the Poet. Charles
Segal. Johns Hopkins, 1989. $27.50.

One of our most productive Classical
scholars here describes the long life of the
myth of the archetypal poet Orpheus. Reprint-
ing some previously published articles, revis-
ing others, and adding new material, Segal
first focuses on Virgil’s and Ovid’s treatment of
the myth, then Seneca’s, then Rilke’s. He con-
cludes with a survey of various writers from
antiquity to today. All non-English quotations
are translated. Segal’s language is clear and
attractive.

Fathers and Sons in Virgil’s Aeneid: Tum
Genitor Natum. M. Owen Lee. State Univ. of
New York, 1979. $54.50; paper, $17.95.

The first half of this book recounts and inter-
prets the story of the Aeneid, ancient Rome’s
greatest gift to humanity. It also introduces
the thesis that relationships between fathers
and sons, human and divine, are central to the
poem. The second half applies Jungian anal-
ysis to these relationships, and to the male-
female principles in the psychic development
of individuals, especially Aeneas, with illumi-
nating comparisons to the works of Homer and
later authors and with insightful parallels be-
tween Virgil and the archetypal Orpheus.
Clearly written. Inspiring to read.
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