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Sullivan chronicles in his memoir of Tate.
Critics and commentators have called this
book sympathetic and affectionate, but to this
reviewer it seems to drip venom on every page,
where any act of decency by Tate is generally
overbalanced by six or eight acts of nonde-
cency. Tate’s wit and charm are frequently
mentioned, but without much supporting evi-
dence; his apparently innumerable adulteries
are, in contrast, given chapter and verse from
the first incident described in the book (which
sets the tone of the whole).

If Tate were not recalled as a southern gen-
tleman who never forgot his manners, one
would be tempted to call him a cad, who, for
example, while he was still married to his sec-
ond wife, was tentatively courting a young nun
in his classroom.

Novels, 1875-1886: A Foregone Conclusion.
A Modern Instance. Indian Summer. The
Rise of Silas Lapham. William Dean
Howells. Ed. by Edwin H. Cady. Library of
America, 1987. $27.50 ($24.95 to subscribers).
Novels, 1886-1888: The Minister’s Charge.

April Hopes. Annie Kilburn. William Dean
Howells. Ed. by Don L. Cook. Library of Amer-

ica, 1989. $35 ($24.95 to subscribers).
Language, Race, and Social Class in
Howells’s America. Elsa Nettels. Univ. of
Kentucky, 1988. $23.

The Mask of Fiction: Essays on W. D.
Howells. John W. Crowley. Univ. of Mas-
sachusetts, 1989. $27.50.

Realism, said Howells, is achieved by the
writer “who attempts to report the phrase and
carriage of every-day life, who tries to tell just
how he has heard men talk and seen them
look”; and that is exactly what Howells tried to
do and mostly succeeded in doing, as this ex-
cellent book shows. His characters reveal their
social class, moral status, and general worth
by their vocabulary and idiom. Unhappily, the
verisimilitude of Howells’s realism came into
conflict with his humane liberalism: the di-
alect of his blacks, for instance, carried invid-
ious implications of ignorance and stupidity;
the speech of his aliens cast doubt on their
“Americanism.” “To study the language of
Howells’s characters is thus to see the contra-
diction at the heart of a society that pro-
claimed itself democratic; it is also to see the
contradiction at the heart of Howells’s concep-
tion of the American realist, whose office was
to unite people in recognition of their common
humanity, but also faithfully to reveal a
society in which language elevates some peo-
ple above others and so belies the ideal of
equality.”

Nettels has something to say about each of
the works so far published by the Library of
America, showing how, in each, language,
idiom, and colloquialism reveal character and
the author’s intention. April Hopes explores
the differing linguistic styles of Boston, New
York, and Washington, revealing the difficulty
of fixing moral accents in these cities. Most in-
teresting is The Minister’s Charge, the first of
Howells’s novels to be built on an extensive use
of dialect to enforce an awareness of class lines
in the contrast between provincial New En-
gland and upper-class Boston. The novel
shows, says Nettels, “that language, by which
people convey their feelings and thoughts to
each other and affirm their hopes in eventual
unity and equality, is also a divisive force, ex-
posing differences and creating barriers,
which, so long as the differences exist, cannot
be completely overcome.”
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The Library of America, having now pub-
lished two volumes of Howells’s work, with a
third in preparation, is to be commended for
starting what may become a revival of the
writer who was celebrated by his contempo-
raries as “the foremost analyst of American
society.”

Crowley contributes to that revival, calling
Howells a major minor writer, the essential
middleman between Henry James and Mark
Twain. Of his nine essays, four are biographi-
cal and five examine the late novels in which
Howells engages in “a process of psychological
self-healing” and explores his interest in psy-
chic phenomena.

Collected Works: Wise Blood. A Good Man
Is Hard to Find. The Violent Bear It Away.
Everything That Rises Must Converge.
Stories and Occasional Prose. Letters.
Flannery O’Connor. Ed. by Sally Fitzgerald.
Library of America, 1988. $35 ($24.95 to
subscribers).

Not only does the Library of America cele-
brate in its publications the classic writers of
America, it confers classic status on others less
permanently established, of whom O’Connor,
who died in 1964 at age 39, is one. Although
some readers may be puzzled, if not occasion-
ally repelled, by her intricate explorations of
Roman Catholic theology, especially in the
grotesqueries of her novels, nobody can ques-
tion the distinction of such stories as “The Ar-
tificial Nigger” and “Good Country People,” or
the polemical significance of “The Catholic
Novelist in the Protestant South.” Few writers,
if any, have assumed more original positions in
religious fiction than O’Connor.

Frederick Crosson

The Examined Life. Robert Nozick. Simon &
Schuster, 1989. $21.95.

This book is a concatenation of reflections on
27 deeply human concerns, including parents
and children, reality, happiness, darkness and
light, religion, and emotions. The discussion
shows us not what to think but how to begin
thinking about such things. Nozick unfolds
images, analogies, and inferences, and he
achieves a genuine sense of conversing with
the reader. The discussion is more cumulative

than it seems at first: themes reappear, are
elaborated, and recede again. This is an un-
usual book from a prominent philosopher in
the academy, and it is highly recommended.

Jean-Paul Sartre: Hated Conscience of
His Century. John Gerassi. Univ. of Chicago,
1989. $19.95.

This first volume of a biography (“autho-
rized”) takes the account up to the liberation of
Paris in 1944. The book is less comprehensive
than that of Cohen-Solal (about which it says
many unkind things) and much more aggres-
sively political (cf. the subtitle). It profits from
the author’s personal relation to Sartre and
from a chatty, brash, anecdotal style: it might
have been subtitled “Sartre as I knew him.” It
suffers from these same qualities. But Sartre
was an extraordinarily influential thinker and
writer in this century, and a complex person,
so it is good to have new perspectives.

Adam, Eve and the Serpent. Elaine Pagels.
Random House, 1989. $8.95.

The title is a bit misleading, because the ser-
pent is barely mentioned and the subject is not
Genesis 2-3 but the way in which the inter-
pretation of Genesis changed as the political
context of early Christianity changed. Pagels’s
argument, presented here for the general
reader rather than the scholar, is that at first
the coming of the Kingdom was understood to
be linked with moral autonomy and egalitari-
anism, but that Augustine’s novel conception
of original sin transposed each of these into its
opposite. Coincidentally, Christians were
passing from being a persecuted political mi-
nority to being the dominant religious group of
the empire, so Augustine’s interpretation
meshed with the change. Along with ad homi-
nem arguments there are judicious observa-
tions and, withal, a challenging thesis.

Quiddities: An Intermittently Philosophi-
cal Dictionary. W. V. Quine. Harvard, 1987.
$20.

When a philosopher of capacious mind and
incisive economy of expression browses at lei-
sure on subjects that interest him—from lan-
guage to logic and science, from alphabet to
zero, from language drift to Godel’s theorem —
one can be sure of both learning and enjoying.
With wit and assertion, terseness and expai-
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siveness, a book for leisure reading and the
play of intellect.

Explaining Behavior. Fred Dretske. MIT,
1988. $22.50.

One of the cutting edges of controversy and
research in the mind-body problem is the rela-
tionship between psychological and biological
accounts of behavior, between motivational
and causal accounts. Do we initiate (and thus
explain) behavior, or is our behavior nested
into the whole determined network of physical
causes? The seemingly irreducible difference
of these perspectives has led to attempts to re-
duce the former to the latter in various ways.
In a very clearly written book, Dretske at-
tempts to show that reasons can be causes,
thus ecumenically resolving the tension. Even
if you aren’t persuaded, it’s a vigorous work-
out.

The Rebirth of Classical Political Ration-
alism. Leo Strauss. Univ. of Chicago, 1989.
$14.95.

A posthumous selection by Thomas Pangle
of five published and five previously unpub-
lished essays by the controversial but undeni-
ably keen and influential political thinker.
Divided between classical writers on the one
hand and medieval and modern subjects on the
other (including an article on Heidegger), the
essays exhibit Strauss’s central concerns: a
reading alert to strata in the text, the differ-
ence of ancients and moderns, the ineradicable
tension between philosophy and religion.
Worth reading.
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Britain, 1948-1968; Schooling for All:
Class, Race, and the Decline of the Demo-
cratic Ideal; and Working Class Forma-
tion: Nineteenth-Century Patterns in
Western Europe and North America.
Steven F. Maier, professor of psychol-
ogy, University of Colorado at Boulder.
Editor since 1982 of Learning and
Motivation, he served as consulting edi-
tor of the Journal of Experimental Psy-
chology: Animal Behavior Processes from
1974 to 1985. He is one of the originators
of the concept of learned helplessness.
David Pimentel, professor of insect
ecology and agricultural sciences, Cor-
nell University. Past president of the
eastern branch of the Entomological So-
ciety of America and a fellow of the Cana-
dian Entomological Society, he serves on
the editorial boards of Agriculture Eco-
systems and Environment Journal and
Ecological and Economics Journal.
John H. Schwarz, Harold Brown Pro-
fessor of Theoretical Physics, California
Institute of Technology. Recently chosen
a MacArthur fellow and a fellow of
the American Physical Society, he was
awarded the Dirac Medal in 1989 by the
International Center of Theoretical Phys-

The Origins of the Mithraic Mysteries.
David Ulansey. Oxford, 1989. $24.95.

In the 2d century Mithraism was more wide-
spread than Christianity in the Roman Em-
pire, but its origin and explosive growth have
always been somewhat obscure. Here is a fas-
cinating and, to me, completely persuasive
scholarly detective story whose argument is
that Mithraism takes its rise from the dis-
covery of the precession of the equinoxes by
Hipparchus around 120 B.c. The evidence—
biographical, historical, astronomical, artis-
tic—is presented and built on bit by bit.
Among the most interesting results is an ex-
planation of the famous Mithraic image of the
slaying of the bull.

ics. He has played a central role in the de-
velopment of superstring theory and has
written two books on the subject.

Anne Firor Scott, W. K. Boyd Profes-
sor of History, Duke University. Past
president of the Organization of Ameri-
can Historians and the Southern Histor-
ical Association, she is the author of The
Southern Lady; Women in American Life;
The American Woman: Who Was She?;
One Half the People; Women and Men;
and Making the Invisible Woman Visible.

Neil J. Smelser, University Professor
of Sociology, University of California,
Berkeley. He is a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, a member
of the American Philosophical Society,
and the author of Economy and Society,
Social Change in the Industrial Revolu-
tion, Theory of Collective Behavior, The
Sociology of Economic Life, and other
works.

Stanley J. Tambiah, professor of an-
thropology, Harvard University, and cu-
rator of South Asian ethnology, Peabody
Museum. Past president of the American
Association for Asian Studies, he has
done extensive field work in Sri Lanka
and Thailand and is the author of Sri
Lanka: Ethnic Fratricide and the Dis-
mantling of Democracy; The Buddhist
Saints of the Forest and the Cult of Amu-
lets: A Study in Charisma, Hagiography,
Sectarianism, and Millenial Buddhism;
and other works.

H. Barbara Weinberg, professor of
art history, Queens College and the
Graduate School, City University of New
York. She is the author of The Decorative
Work of John La Farge; The American
Pupils of Jean-Léon Géréme; and The
Lure of Paris: Nineteenth-Century Amer-
ican Painters and Their French Teachers.
She is a member of the editorial board of
American Art Journal.
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