

















astronomy, the mechanics of the solar sys-
tem, contemporary developments in solar
and planetary exploration, and cosmology
nd instrumentation. Either would be a use-
‘ul source for the general reader.

Robert P. Sonkowsky

The Constraints of Desire: The Anthro-
pology of Sex and Gender in Ancient
Greece. John J. Winkler. Routledge, 1990.
$14.95.

Classics lost a unique and scintillating
scholar and human being with the death this
year of John Winkler. This book is one of his
last, lively, elegant, inspiring gifts to us. It
is about the deep, hidden social protocols of
the ancient Greeks. Winkler’s witty and
brilliant insights will continue to enliven
social, cultural, and literary studies of the
ancient world. This book is written for the
Greek-less as well as for Classicists. A
portion of the profits from its sale will be
given to the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation.

Greek Sculpture: An Exploration. An-
drew Stewart. Yale, 1990. 2-vol. set, $95.

A judicious, selective discussion (vol. I)
of large-scale sculpture from ca. 1200 to 30
B.C., with skillfully photographed plates
(vol. II). Stewart gives incisive stylistic
descriptions but also notes the social and
cultural context in which the art form devel-
oped and includes critical discussions of the
ancients themselves. Sources are trans-
lated. There is a glossary of Greek and Latin
terms.

The Institutes of Gaius. Tr. and intro. by
. M. Gordon and O. F. Robinson, with the
atin text of Seckel and Kuebler. Cornell,

1988. $54.50; paper, $22.50.

Roman Slave Law. Alan Watson. Johns

Hopkins, 1987. $18.50.

Slavery in Ancient Greece. Yvon Garlan.

Rev. ed. Tr. by Janet Lloyd. Cornell, 1988.

$12.95.

Women and Law in Classical Greece.

Raphael Sealey. Univ. of North Carolina,

1990. $24.95.

Although we know next to nothing about
Gaius himself, who lived in the second
century A.D. and may have been a law
professor, his Institutes is an important orig-
inal Classical source for the Emperor Justi-
nian’s Institutes, the compilation of Roman
law that served as a textbook for law stu-
dents and influenced all European legal
systems. Gaius’s Institutes is even more
important for understanding previous Ro-
man law. This translation improves on that
effort considerably because the translators
try to use plain English instead of English
derivatives of Latin legal terms, and they
include a useful glossary. A very good book
for legal scholars as well as legal history
amateurs.

Watson’s careful and compact description
of Roman laws governing enslavement,
manumission, the treatment of slaves as
property, the master’s acquisitions through
the labor of slaves, freedmen, and the grant-
ing of citizenship is useful for scholars and
students of Roman civilization. Technical

terms and legalistic syntax pose a worth-

Q«hi]e challenge. The amorality and cruelty

f ancient legal slavery are revealed almost
without comment, as the evidence is made
to speak for itself.

SUMMER 1990

After benefiting from scholarly discus-
sion of the 1982 French edition of his work
on slavery in ancient Greece, Garlan re-
vised and slightly expanded this work, and
the translator has produced a readable En-
glish version. Garlan explicates this com-
plex topic both from a careful inductive
analysis of evidence and from an assess-
ment of ancient and modern theories of
slavery. He thereby avoids a priori views he
associates with misunderstood Marxism
and draws conclusions about ancient slav-
ery within its social context and in its differ-
ing and particular forms.

Sealey lucidly describes ancient Greek
law affecting women, especially in Athens
but also in Gortyn and, as far as evidence
allows, in Sparta and Hellenistic cities. He
then contrasts the legal condition of women
in Greece with that of women in the Roman
republic, and investigates the more elusive
evidence on women in Homer. Sealey con-
cludes with an astute discussion of the
causes behind the legal disadvantages of
Greek women. An appendix credits
Sealey’s scholarly predecessors and cor-
rects a sampling of errors in some feminist
studies.

Ovid. Sara Mack. Yale, 1988. $27.50.

This is, in my opinion, the best general
book on Ovid. The content is based on
sound scholarship. The style is clear, de-
lightful, and perfectly paced. It would be an
excellent introduction to Rome’s great poet
of Metamorphoses, Art of Love, Heroides,
and ‘‘Loves,’ and a pleasant companion to
advanced study as well.

Beyond Anger: A Study of Juvenal’s
Third Book of Satires. S. H. Braund. Cam-
bridge Univ., 1988. $39.50.

Criticism of Latin poetry increasingly
profits from the study of books of a poet’s
opera, the order of books, and the order of
poems within books. Through a detailed
analysis of Juvenal’s third book of Satires,
Braund describes the progression of the dif-
ferent personae assumed by the poet from
book to book. She shows in an erudite way,
but with clear reasoning and style, the de-
velopment from simple anger in Books I and
II to irony in Book I1I. She traces this into an
even more detached persona in IV and V.
This persona is also somewhat Horatian in
IIT and IV and becomes more cynical in V
with a renunciation of anger. Requires some
knowledge of Latin, but of wide appeal to
students of literature.

Unruly Eloquence: Lucian and the Com-
edy of Traditions. R. Bracht Branham.
Harvard, 1989. $27.50.

A captivating, yet scholarly, study of the
comic techniques of the great second-cen-
tury satirist, Lucian from Samosata. Focus-
ing on his dialogues, Branham takes the
reader through the universes of Lucian’s
comic imagination and performances.

Leonard W. Doob

Arguing and Thinking: A Rhetorical Ap-
proach to Social Psychology. Michael Bil-
lig. Cambridge Univ., 1987, $42.50; 1989,
paper, $16.95.

A valiant, refreshing effort to relate Clas-
sical and other forms of rhetoric to current
social psychology. A rhetorician, for exam-

ple, uses oratory to move an audience,
whereas a psychologist seeks to formulate
principles concerning attitude change; both
come to realize that ‘‘the ability to catego-
rize presupposes the ability to particular-
ize.”” Thus rhetoric, ‘‘the art of speaking
well” and convincingly, pushes psycholo-
gists a bit closer to real life when other
things are seldom equal and controlled:
their ingenious experiments ‘‘should be
taken as demonstrations of the infinite
complexity of the rhetorical phenomena in-
volved in persuasion.”” The use of
“witcraft” (without the ch and not the au-
thor’s neologism) adds more complications,
as politicians and advertising executives
very well know. Readers may force them-
selves to consider whether in some respects
psychology and the other behavioral sci-
ences have progressed very far beyond the
likes of Aristotle, Protagoras, De Quincey,
and of course William James.

Lewis Mumford: A Life.
Miller. Weidenfeld & Nicolson,
$24.95.

A fascinating, conscientious, tangent-

prone biography of this truly outstanding,
intuitive, scholarly, egocentric generalist
who survived almost exclusively as a self-
supporting, penetrating, activist critic in the
areas of architecture, regionalism, and cul-
tural history with emphasis on the growth
and decay of cities. National and interna-
tional honors were most deservedly heaped
on him although he chiefly influenced ideas
rather than the course of events. This hu-
manistic biographer has made a deliberate,
sometimes successful effort to demonstrate
how Mumford’s personal life (notably, his
magnificent wife, important in her own
right; his profound affairs with intriguing
women; and the death of his soldier son)
affected his ‘‘genius for synthesis’’ and his
ability to write and write and write. Miller
describes in some detail the ideas of persons
who influenced or were influenced by
Mumford, including Copernicus, Herman
Melville, Patrick Geddes, Frank Lloyd
Wright, Benton MacKaye, and even Oswald
Spengler. The author well portrays this
struggling, gifted man and his penetrating,
provoking ideas and ideals for this and the
next century in this country and perhaps
everywhere.
Michelangelo’s Sistine Ceiling: A Psy-
choanalytic Study of Creativity. Jerome
D. Oremland. International Universities
Press, 1989. $40.

Another contribution to the critical litera-
ture that seeks to comprehend this ‘‘greatest
achievement in Western art”” and thus to cast
light on human creativity and our ‘‘aware-
ness, being, and relating.’” The author, a
devout, critical Freudian physician, admits
that it took him ‘‘nearly twice as long” to
arrange his own thoughts and write the book
as it did for Michelangelo to complete his
frescoes. This scholarly analysis of the
Ceiling’s “‘powerful visualization of the
man-God dialectic’’ attempts to show how
the cycles of creation and human metaphor
in the parallel versions of the Old and New
Testaments require treatment similar to that
employed in the interpretation of dreams;

Donald L.
1989.
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hence they can be understood by reference
to the artist’s milieu and its problems as well
as to the artist’s own development. Michel-
angelo apparently was markedly influenced
by his mother’s death when he was only six
and by the selfish, unstable character of his
father. The book’s 121 full-page illustra-
tions, almost all black-and-white reproduc-
tions, provide historical and psychological
guides to this incredible Ceiling— guides
that readers may accept or reject as they
struggle to comprehend the manifest and
latent content of what they perceive there.

Sexual Science: The Victorian Construc-
tion of Womanhood. Cynthia Eagle Rus-
sett. Harvard, 1989. $25.

A historian’s incisive, competent docu-
mentation of the specific ways in which
Victorian scientists (particularly biologists
and psychologists) and other scholars
promulgated the ‘“doctrine of feminine infe-
riority’” and thus reflected and reinforced
beliefs of ancient origin. With not always
restrained indignation, this remarkably in-
terdisciplinary, detailed analysis hurls sub-
stantiated criticisms at Welles, Geddes,
Spencer, Ellis, Lombroso, and above all
Darwin—and their fellow thinkers—by
means of declarations and data concerning
female and male writers then and now. For
example, Does ontogeny recapitulate phy-
logeny? What inferences can be drawn from
the size of skulls and brains? Is it true that
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the average capacities and abilities of fe-
males and males may be approximately
equal but that the variability of the latter
exceeds that of the former? How important
was and is the cultural setting in determin-
ing gender differences? Two ‘‘fundamental
issues’’ confront us: have we really been
able to free ourselves from the biases of the
19th century and what will our descendants
be saying about us—and this gifted au-
thor—in 2990? And there is a challenge:
can those who analyze persons, groups, and
gender ever escape their zeitgeist?

Whose Keeper? Social Science and Moral
Obligation. Alan Wolfe. Univ. of Califor-
nia, 1989. $25.

This book is a clean-cut, reference-
oriented struggle to comprehend the moral
principles that guide the judgments and pol-
icies of modern Americans and Scandinavi-
ans concerning themselves and future

generations. “‘It is not difficult to under-
stand,”’ the author states after his own expo-
sition, ‘‘why markets and states have
become the preferred moral codes for
modern liberal democracies.”” He then
‘‘argues’’ ethnocentrically, ethically, and
perhaps convincingly that such values ar

not thereby effective and wholly respected. .

Essentially, we too often fail to recognize
“‘society’’ as conceived by sociologists and
perceived by people as ‘‘a gift’’ to be appre-
ciated and to serve as a way of recognizing
personal and community interests that range
from abortion and AIDS to parenthood and
voluntarism. On that lofty plane the rela-
tionship of social science to morality is
forcefully pursued; hence the way in which
particular individuals pass judgment and act
is deliberately and necessarily neglected.
Bravo, an ancient and respectable problem,
but where, concretely, do we go from here?
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