












one ponders them. It does not appear that he 
provides final answers. Indeed, he says that to 
define American literature is a "task both nec­
essary and impossible for the same reason: 
what we call American literature simply does 
not have the sort of prima facie identity that 
the North American continent and the United 
States do. Even the most original and idio­
syncratic works of American literature were 
written in a European language by persons 
steeped in transatlantic culture and whose 
idea of literature itself was based primarily 
upon European poetry, fiction, and drama." 
The ultimate problem is language, for there 

is no American language; our books must be 
written in English, and they naturally become 
a part of English literature (but to be cate­
gorized as American, not British). Spenge­
mann is all for revising old categories, doing 
away with such labels as Romantic, Victorian, 
and American, in favor of plain and simple 
19th-century English literature. He addresses 
his questions with intelligence and sprightly 
good humor, and the seven chapters in his 
book are well worth reading. 
It is refreshing nowadays to come across 183 

pages of literary discussion in which, if I did 
not blindly skip over them, the word struc­
turalism appears only once (and not very ap­
provingly), and semiotics and deconstruction 
not at all. Is this a happy portent for the 1990s? 
M y only major quarrel with Spengemann, in­
deed, and maybe it is better described as a 
quibble, is over his use of the revolting word 
Americanist to describe himself and others 
like him. W h y not be again plain and simple 
with, say, "student of American literature"? 
Otherwise, why not "Britishist," too, which 
ought to put a quietus on discussion. 

Earl W. Count 

Mennonite Society. Calvin Redekop. Johns 
Hopkins, 1989. $40; paper, $14.95. 
The author is both a Mennonite and a so­

ciologist, an unusual blend that delivers at 
once an informative, succinct, and readable 
portrayal of, well, a worthy folk. They are not 
many, yet they are scattered almost world­
wide. "Church," "denomination," "sect" fit 
them poorly; they lack—and do not miss—a 
central organization. Their local communities 
are autonomous and autochthonous and they 
splinter rather readily; paradoxically, this 
very proneness seems to sustain their identity. 
Their 16th-century European homeland 
hardly knows them today (Anabaptists). Over 
almost a half-millennium they have learned to 
bend and not break, whatever vicissitudes be­
fall them. 
The author calls them a "family of believers" 

whose constitution is the Bible. The nearest 
thing to a Supreme Court is the local bishop, 
but the analogy is a bit forced. The early Ana­
baptists sought to reform the Reformation. 
The Bible was open to everyone's interpreta­
tion of it; but within a "family of believers," in­
dividuals were not likely to deviate far, and 
the Mennonites were not given to theological 
speculation. Religion to them was and is prag­
matic, earthy, and adequate to shape and 
monitor life's secular side. 

The author confines his limning to North 
America. His more technical obbligato he re­
serves, chapter by chapter, for the end, plus a 
bibliographical critique. 

Earth-Sheltered Dwellings in Tunisia: An­
cient Lessons for Modern Design. Gideon S. 

Golany. Univ. of Delaware, 1987. $35. 
A leading modern architect finds worthy of 

study what cave-dwellers and earth-burrowers 
have practiced for millennia. In Tunisia 
(Golany has explored elsewhere, too) the geo-
tecture had molded a way of life, with privacy, 
safety, and thermal tempering. Water and 
sewage problems have proved soluble even in 
this grudging land. 
Subterranean fourmillage is quite a modern 

thing: basements, underground emporia, res­
taurants, offices, and throughways are space-
savers. The Tunisian Matmata Plateau and 
the long-abandoned Roman Regia are 
teachers still. The architect's drawings, dia­
grams, and photographs are soberly explicit: 
buildings and places are for people. 

French Modern: Norms and Forms of the 
Social Environment. Paul Rabinow. M I T , 
1989. $35. 
In the previous century, anthropologists de­

voted themselves to capturing "nonmoder-
nized" cultures. In our century, they have 
striven to salvage the records of vanishing cul­
tures or to observe how they strive to "modern­
ize." Rabinow is of a growing company that 
explores the anthropology of "modernization." 
Europe "modernized" after the Napoleonic 

era. Rabinow concentrates on the French style 
between 1830 and 1930—"about the emer­
gence of certain practices of reason in France 
. . . about fields of knowledge (hygienic, statis­
tical, biological, geographical, and social); 
about forms (architectural and urbanistic); 
about social technologies of pacification (royal, 
industrial, colonial, and socialist); and about 
new social spaces (liberal disciplinary spaces, 
agglomerations, and new towns) . . . the di­
verse constructions of norms and the search for 
forms adequate to understand and regulate 
what comes to be known as modern society." 
France is a relatively small and compact 

country, crowded with centuries of history and 
life. The book is a pioneering bit of anthropol­
ogy. The reviewer respects pioneers. 

Russell B. Stevens 

Peacemaking Among Primates. Frans de 
Waal. Harvard, 1989. $29.95. 
In his earlier book, Chimpanzee Politics, de 

Waal dealt with the many and varied social in­

teractions of a single species. Here he contrasts 

four species—five, if one includes the chapter 
on humans—in relation to the different ways 
in which they deal with conflict, the apparent 
tendency to elicit conflict, and above all the 
techniques by which conflicts are limited and 
resolved. In so doing, he argues that far too 
much emphasis has in the past been placed on 
aspects of aggression per se, and too little on 
the resolution of conflicts arising therefrom. 
This, of course, is what he means by peace­
making, with its message for humans. 

Patenting the Sun: Polio and the Salk Vac­
cine. Jane S. Smith. William Morrow, 1990. 

$22.95. 
Only those who were adolescents, or par­

ents, during the frightening days of infantile 
paralysis some decades ago can fully appreci­
ate the story that unfolds here. The author not 
only provides, in commendably readable style, 
an account of Jonas Salk's search for an effec­
tive vaccine but shows how that search was 
buffeted by competition from other laborato­
ries, by the political climate of the times, and 
by the role of the organization most simply 
thought of as the "March of Dimes." 

Gene Dreams: Wall Street, Academia, and 
the Rise of Biotechnology. Robert Teitel-
man. Basic Books, 1989. $19.95. 
This is a readable, even breezy, account of 

the interplay of two cultures—quite possibly 
three—rather different from those proposed 
so powerfully by C.P. Snow some years ago. 
Teitelman traces the rise and the faltering, if 
not fall, of several organizations hurriedly es­
tablished when the enormous possibilities of 
biotechnology first came to be fully realized. 
This movement broke many of the barriers 
separating established corporations, financial 
institutions, and the academic community. 
Not surprisingly, the subsequent interactions 
were, to say the least, chaotic and at times bor­
dered on the disastrous. It's an intriguing tale. 

Evolution and the Myth of Creationism: A 
Basic Guide to the Facts in the Evolution 
Debate. Tim M. Berra. Stanford, 1990. $29.50; 
paper, $7.95. 
It is a tragedy of our educational system that 

it remains essential to continue writing books 
to counteract creationism and to continue rec­
ommending that they be read. For the foresee-
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Recommended Reading 
(continued from page 7) 

able future these efforts must continue. 
Berra's volume is succinct and well done. 

Genethics: The Clash Between the New 
Genetics and H u m a n Values. David Suzuki 
and Peter Knudtson. Harvard, 1989. $25. 
There is a wide spectrum of opinion as to the 

relative seriousness of the ethical questions 
raised by the "new" genetics—and even as to 
just how new the "new" genetics is. For people 
who tend to view the techniques now available 
to biological scientists with a measure of 
alarm, Suzuki and Knudtson have provided a 
summary review, as it were, of what these 
techniques are and what they can do. Then the 
authors discuss eight or more conspicuous as­
pects that they describe as "genetic parables," 
from each of which they derive an ethical 
theme. They candidly recognize, at the outset, 
that their moral arguments are not intended 
to be completely objective. Given that, how­
ever, their views well deserve consideration. 

The Compassionate Beast: What Science 
Is Discovering About the H u m a n e Side of 
Humanity. Morton Hunt. William Morrow, 
1990. $18.95. 

It is in no way intended as derogatory to say 
that Hunt's study is largely anecdotal. 
Whether the human species is for the most 
part aggressive, or fundamentally altruistic, 
has intrigued the specialists for many years. 
Whether these attributes, in whatever mix­
ture, are genetically inherent or culturally in­
stilled is no less at issue. This author tends to 
argue for the existence of a basic altruistic 
component in the human personality and even 

volume 56 • number one • autumn 1990 

Editor: Priscilla S. Taylor 

Consulting Editor: Douglas W. Foard 

The Key Reporter is published quarterly by the 
Phi Beta Kappa Society at the Garamond/ 
Pridemark Press, Baltimore, Maryland. Send 
all change-of-address notices to The Key 
Reporter, Phi Beta Kappa Editorial and 
Executive Offices, 1811 Q Street, N.W., Wash­
ington, DC 20009. (Note that the ZIP Code for 
incoming mail is different from the 20077 code 
used only for postal returns.) No responsibility 
is assumed for views expressed in articles 
published. 

For nonmembers, single copies are $1.00; one 
year's subscription is $3.00. 

Copyright © 1990 by the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society. All rights reserved. 

Dissertation Compares Colh 
A doctoral candidate at the University 
of South Carolina, Rhonda Pearl Rich-
burg, has completed a thesis comparing 
all 17 accredited, private, liberal arts col­
leges that have <I>BK chapters in the 11 
southeastern states with all 12 similar 
colleges in South Carolina that do not 
have <t>BK chapters. She reported dif­
ferences in numerous characteristics in 
nine categories: 

1. Historical (three-quarters of colleges 
with <t>BK chapters, versus one-third of 
those without, began as single-sex in­
stitutions); 

2. Academic programs (<t>BK insti­
tutions offered four times as many in­
terdisciplinary and interdepartmental 
programs in liberal arts and sciences as 
non-<t>BK institutions); 

3. Admission requirements (SAT 
scores were far higher in <t>BK colleges); 
4. Selectivity (most <t>BK colleges were 

categorized as "highly selective" on the 

for the capacity to augment that feature 
through specific educational and training re­
gimes. Whatever the answer turns out to be, 
here is a fascinating contribution to the search 
for it. 

Alternative Agriculture. Committee on the 
Role of Alternative Farming Methods in Mod­
ern Production Agriculture, Board on Agricul­
ture, National Research Council. National 
Academy Press, 1989. $29.95. 

Field Testing Genetically Modified Organ­
isms: Framework for Decisions. Committee 
on Scientific Evaluation of the Introduction of 
Genetically Modified Microorganisms and 
Plants into the Environment, Board on Biol­
ogy, National Research Council. National 
Academy Press, 1989. $19.95. 
What might be called adversarial advocacy 

seems ever more conspicuous in our national 
life; the debate becomes increasingly shrill, for 
the proponents speak all too frequently in ab­
solutes. The reports noted here represent what 
must be done, by painstaking review of avail­
able data, to arrive at maximally dependable 
positions on two of the many controversial is-
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les With, Without OBK 
1987 Carnegie Classification of Institu­
tions; none of the non-<t>BK colleges was); 

5. Graduation requirements (many 
more <I>BK than non-<t>BK institutions 
required foreign languages for gradua­
tion, and more non-<t>BK than < P B K in­
stitutions required sciences); 
6. Undergraduates (non-<J>BK institu­

tions had larger proportions of "nontradi-
tional"—older—and African-American 
undergraduates); 

7. Faculty (<5BK colleges had a much 
higher proportion of full-time faculty 
members with earned doctorates and ten­
ure, and paid much higher salaries at all 
professorial ranks); 

8. Income (<£BK colleges had much 
more income—tuition, endowment, gifts, 
grants, contracts—than other colleges); 
and 
9. Expenditures (<£BK colleges spent 

more than twice as much on educational 
and general expenses as other colleges). 

sues now much debated: (1) the practicability 
of adopting unconventional farming tech­
niques into commercial agriculture and (2) the 
advisability of testing genetically "engi­
neered" organisms in the field. Neither report 
is "easy" reading. Both are well within the 
comprehension of educated laypersons. Noth­
ing less than studies of this sort will be 
adequate to achieve the balanced, informed 
analysis without which wise policy decisions 
are all but impossible. 

The Ants. Bert Holldobler and Edward O. 
Wilson. Harvard, 1990. $65. 
One searches for the appropriate adjec­

tive—"awesome" may be the best choice. 
There are more than 700 large pages in a 
volume that weighs some seven pounds— 
crammed with a bewildering array of meticu­
lous detail and thoughtful analysis. Granted 
this book is in one sense a monograph only for 
the specialist, one section after another 
throughout the book addresses topics of inter­
est to and understandable by nonbiologists. 
Fortunately, also, the writing is both clear and 
attractive. 

Nonprofit Org. 
5-Digit ZIP + 4 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 5353 
Riverdale, MD 

ISSN: 0023-0804 

www.pbk.www.pbk.orgorg


